
TOGETHER 1visit our website at www.amgathering.orgJune 2011

JUNE  2011 VOLUME 25  NUMBER 2

American Gathering of
Jewish Holocaust Survivors
122 West 30th Street, Suite 205
New York, New York 10001

NON-PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
NEW YORK, N.Y.
PERMIT NO. 4246

cont’d on p. 10 cont’d on p. 7

ZACHOR, Gedenk, Remember, Pamientaj ….This 
was a word frequently uttered to us by our fathers 
during the Holocaust. Today, more than seventy 
years later, it appears that for us survivors this word 
is indeed super! uous.  For how could it be possible 
for me, a survivor of Auschwitz, to forget even for 
one moment the horri" c experiences endured in the 
concentration camps. Just witnessing the atrocities 
committed at the gate entering Auschwitz is more 
than enough to keep me awake at night until the 
end of time.

The brutality and bestiality that occurred daily 
in the camps is indelibly etched in my mind. The look of pleasure and laughter on 
the faces of the murderers as they tortured innocent men, women, and children is 
beyond description and will always linger in my consciousness. How can I erase 
the sight of the living skeletons, still alive just skin and bones? How can I ever 
forget the smell of burning ! esh that constantly " lled the air? Auschwitz was a 
place where many of us came not knowing each other in life, but many of us left 
together in the form of white-blue smoke emanating from the chimneys.

The heartbreaking sobbing of the children, as they were torn from their 
mothers’ arms by the inhuman actions of their captors, will ring in my ears until 
I am laid to rest.

Since one and a half million children were murdered, the few of us who were 
fortunate enough to survive the horror of the Holocaust can neither forgive nor 
forget. Forgiveness can be granted only by the ones who were murdered, and they 
are dead and their voices can no longer be heard.

Although forgiveness is ours to grant, anyone who advocates that we forget 
the traumatic experiences in the concentration camps is expecting us to be as 
barbaric as the murderers. There must be a limit to everything...even to forgiveness.

I have been asked many times how long I was in Auschwitz, and my answer 
is puzzling to some when I respond “I do not know.” What I do know is that one 
minute in Auschwitz was like an entire day, a day was a year, and a month, an 
eternity. How many eternities can one have in a single lifetime? I don’t know the 
answer to that either.

We survivors certainly don’t want our past to be our children’s future. 
Therefore, we dare not forget the millions who were tortured and killed. For if 
we were to forget, then the conscience of mankind would be buried alongside the 
victims. Thus, it is our obligation to instill in our children, and in future generations, 
what happens when prejudice and hatred are allowed to ! ourish.

It is my conviction that only through education can a calamity such as the 
Holocaust be prevented from occurring again. We must teach our children tolerance 
and understanding both at home and in school. For tolerance cannot be assumed...
it has to be taught. We must emphasize to all that hate is never right and love is 
never wrong.

We recently observed an International Holocaust Commemoration, the 
significance of which is now finally recognized by the United Nations.  
Consequently, this is a perfect opportunity to extend a meaningful, heartfelt 
message to all nations and the world at large. We must all remember#

HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION
TEMPLE EMANU-EL, NYC - May 1, 2011
REMARKS BY ROMAN KENT 
CHAIRMAN, AMERICAN GATHERING

YOM HASHOAH 5771 – OUR SACRED 
OATH OF MEMORY
BY SAM E. BLOCH
PRESIDENT, AMERICAN GATHERING
For all of us, Yom Hashoah is indeed the Jewish nation-
al day of mourning and remembrance that we observe 
every year with our families, children, grandchildren, 
friends and communities in an extraordinary spirit of to-
getherness. We, the survivors of the Shoah, are the rem-
nants of a slaughtered people, remnants of thousands of 
once ! ourishing communities all over Europe that were 
brutally destroyed and are no more.  

With our memories, propelled by our commitment 
to the remembrance of our past of which we are the 
surviving witnesses and by our faith in the future, our 
thoughts go back to the cities of slaughter, to the " res of 
the crematoria, to the ashes and mass-graves of our six million martyrs, and the 
graves of our fallen " ghters. 

In a spirit of unity and solidarity we remember to remind the world of all 
those who perished—brutally murdered, lonely, and forsaken; all who kindled 
the ! ames of resistance in the ghettoes, camps, hiding places and dense forests; 
all who perished on high seas ! eeing from death and denied safe shores as a cold, 
indifferent world stood silently by without extending a helping hand.

The Nazis tried to destroy our human dignity, to efface every vestige of 
humanity, to " ll us with horror and contempt for our fellow man - all this before 
taking our lives with such brutality. Yes, we remember all of this, not just on 
Yom Hashoah but every day of our lives, with our prayers and our tears. “Even 
if I die in Auschwitz,” exclaimed one of our martyrs before execution “it would 
be as a human being who still believes in decency and mankind. I will hold on to 
my dignity till the last minute of my earthly life.”  These simple moving words 
of courage, de" ance and resistance against Nazi tyranny resound as one of the 
main themes of Yom Hashoah. 

The Holocaust was an assault on the Jewish people without precedent in the 
history of the world. How sad is it that even today, when all the facts are known, 
hostile elements all over the world try to belittle the crime and even deny that it 
ever happened. This ugly phenomenon places on us survivors a special responsi-
bility, not only to bear witness but to " ght Holocaust denial forcefully wherever 
and whenever it happens. We must, above all, transmit our bitter legacy to our 
descendants and their children to enable them to carry on the sacred task of re-
membrance. 

We look back and are amazed at the capacity for many of us to survive. Where 
did we get the strength to " ght back? Yes, Jewish resistance manifested itself in 
so many ways. Many of us resisted with de" ance towards our mutual enemy, 
and with prayers, yearnings and hopes. We resisted by ! eeing from the ghettoes 
into the " elds and forests, by hiding in cellars and bunkers. Yes, we resisted with 
smuggling food, by teaching children human values, by confronting each other, 
by giving a helping hand to a failing friend on the death marches, by sharing a 
piece of bread and saving lives from starvation.  All this revealed itself as forms 
of resistance not distinguishable from life itself, whether it meant survival for an 
hour, a day or a week or even, by some miracle, until the evil perpetrator was 
destroyed. Resistance meant embracing life under the most terrible conditions. 
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The Demjanjuk Verdict In Historical Context 
By MENACHEM Z. ROSENSAFT, The Jewish Week 
ON MAY 12, 2011, a German court con" rmed that while John Demjanjuk may 
not have been Ivan the Terrible of Treblinka, he most certainly was Ivan the Very 
Bad of Sobibor.

At " rst glance, the court’s " nding that Demjanjuk had been complicit in the 
murder of 28,000 Jews at the Nazi death camp of Sobibor appears to be merely 
another milestone in more than three decades of legal proceedings against the 

now 91-year-old Ukrainian-born for-
mer Cleveland auto worker who had 
become a naturalized U.S. citizen in 
1958 after immigrating from Germany 
in the early 1950s. Initially identi" ed 
in 1977 as a notorious prison guard 
at Treblinka known as “Ivan the Ter-
rible,” Demjanjuk was stripped of his 
U.S. citizenship in 1981, extradited to 
Israel in 1986, and tried in Jerusalem 
over the course of 17 months. In April 
1988, the trial court returned a guilty 
verdict and sentenced him to death. In 

July 1993, Israel’s Supreme Court overturned his conviction on the ground that 
even though it was clear that Demjanjuk had been a guard at other Nazi concen-
tration camps, newly obtained evidence raised doubts as to whether he had been 
the Treblinka guard in question.

When the Israeli authorities declined to prosecute him a second time, Dem-
janjuk returned to the U.S., where his citizenship was restored. The U.S. Justice 
Department’s Of" ce of Special Investigations then " led a new complaint against 
him, this time charging him with having been an SS guard at Sobibor and two 
other Nazi concentration camps, Majdanek and Flossenbürg. In 2004, the Sixth 
Circuit Court of Appeals held that the government had “sustained its burden of 
proving through clear, unequivocal and convincing evidence that [Demjanjuk], 
in fact, served as a guard at several Nazi training and concentration camps during 
World War II.”

Five years later, after numerous additional legal proceedings and maneuver-
ings, Demjanjuk was again extradited, this time to Germany where his most 
recent trial began in November 2009. Leaving no uncertainty as to the ultimate 
nature of the defendant’s guilt, Presiding Judge Ralph Alt pointed out in the Mu-
nich court’s sentence that Demjanjuk, like every other guard at Sobibor, “knew 
he was part of an organization with no other purpose but mass murder.”

To understand the true signi" cance of Demjanjuk’s conviction, however, 
one must go back in time more than six decades to a declaration and a speech.

On Nov. 1, 1943, in what has become known as the Moscow Declaration, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, British Prime Minister Winston S. Churchill 
and Soviet Premier Joseph Stalin  formally and publicly gave notice that those 
responsible for the “atrocities, massacres and cold-blooded mass executions 
which are being perpetrated by Hitlerite forces in many of the countries they 
have overrun” would be pursued “to the uttermost ends of the earth,” and deliv-
ered “to their accusers in order that justice may be done.”

Fast forward one and a half years to April 13, 1945, when Supreme Court 
Justice Robert H. Jackson delivered a speech in Washington before the American 
Society of International Law warning against any pro forma show trials of “war 
criminals, either high or humble” in which a " nding of guilt and the defendants’ 
eventual execution was preordained. “We must not,” he said, “use the forms of 
judicial proceedings to carry out or rationalize previously settled political or 
military policy.” Speci" cally, Justice Jackson argued that, “You must put no man 
on trial before anything that is called a court, if you are not prepared to establish 
his personal guilt.”

A delicate balancing of the respective spirits behind the1943 Moscow Dec-
laration and Justice Jackson’s speech has characterized the prosecution of war 
crimes ever since. While all who commit atrocities such as acts of genocide and 
other crimes against humanity should be brought to justice, they must not be 
deprived of the fundamental safeguards inherent in all civilized legal systems.

The Third Reich leaders charged with war crimes and crimes against human-
ity before the International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg were represented 
by counsel and given every opportunity to both testify on their own behalf and 
present a substantive defense. This was also the case for more than 1,700 defen-
dants, including the SS personnel at Bergen-Belsen, Dachau, Buchenwald and 
other Nazi concentration camps, in more than 500 other trials conducted by the 
American and British military authorities in Germany during the post-war years.

Other prominent Nazis and their collaborators, most notably Adolf Eichmann 
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Holocaust Commemoration
Temple Emanu-El, May 1, 2011
Remarks by The Honorable Ido 
Aharoni, Consul General of Israel in 
New York

SEVEN DECADES 
ago,  in  Modern 
Europe, a nightmare 
became a reality. 
Something that at 
the time seemed 
impossible, incom-
prehensible, not to 
be believed—took 
place in one of 
the world’s most 
celebrated cultural 
and in te l lectual 
centers—modern 
Germany. 

The systematic extermination of millions of 
innocent human being—men, women and children, 
just because they were Jewish, was rationalized by 
Germany’s elite and embraced by the masses. 

We, the Jewish people, will never forget that 
the Holocaust was born " rst and foremost of an 
unhinged hatred. 

In the course of time, Germany’s inability 
to tolerate those unlike them, the other, was so 
powerful, that the other was pushed out of society, 
dehumanized and ultimately crushed—mentally 
and physically. 

Today, almost 70 years after the Holocaust, there 
remains a quiet voice within each of us. 

It is the voice that was nearly silent after the 
Holocaust when we wanted simply to move on. It is 
a voice that had weakened due to the atrocities, but 
that grew stronger and clearer as we realized that we 
were, in fact, still alive. 

Now, as fewer and fewer Holocaust survivors 
live to tell their story, we, in Israel—parents, teachers 
and scholars—are doing everything in our power to 
make sure that the grievous lessons of the Holocaust 
are imprinted not only in the minds of the next 
generations, but more importantly, in their hearts. 

In 1983, Abba Kovner, Hebrew poet and 
Resistance " ghter, said: 

“When I " rst came to the Land of Israel after the 
Holocaust, I met young Jews who were just starting 
to write a new Jewish genealogy, one that starts with 
them. When I thought of the genealogy that was 
burned in Europe, I grieved for all those magni" cent 
young Israelis that by the time they get older, will not 
even know what they should cry for.” 

We are working diligently to make sure that 
Kovner’s fear will remain unfounded. 

Our children will not forget. 
Tens of thousands of young Israelis visited the 

Nazi Death Camps in Poland as part of their high-
school curriculum; even as we mourn for the lost 
cultural treasures of the Yiddish language, we are 
exploring and reviving it; young Israeli students spend 
a mandatory 30 hours on Holocaust studies; and in 
1993, we established the International School for 
Holocaust Studies in Jerusalem, where over 100 staff 
members work together with thousands of teachers, 
students, soldiers and pupils to promote Holocaust 
education and remembrance. 

cont’d on p. 6

Claims Conference 
Negotiates Landmark $600 
Million Agreement for 
Homecare and Pensions

THE CLAIMS CONFERENCE has negotiated with 
the German government for historic successive 
increases in funding for homecare for Holocaust 

victims and for signi" cant changes in its pension 
programs.

In annual negotiations with the German Ministry 
of Finance, the Claims Conference obtained a multi-
year commitment for homecare funding. For 2012, 
the German government will provide €126.7 million 
(approximately $177 million); in 2013, €136.7 
million (approximately $191 million); and in 2014, 
€140 million (approximately $196 million), for vital 
homecare services for Jewish Holocaust victims 
living around the world. This totals €403 million 
(approximately $564 million).

The amount for 2012 is a 15 percent increase 
over the €110 million negotiated for 2011. This long-
term agreement provides survivors and the agencies 
that care for them the certainty that funding will be 
available to address the anticipated growing demand 
over the next few years. Additional survivors can 
receive assistance and extra hours can be provided 
to those who need it.

The Claims Conference will allocate the German 
government money to agencies around the world that 
provide in-home nursing and vital help with basic 
activities of daily living such as eating, dressing, 
bathing, and other services that greatly ease the 
lives of elderly Holocaust victims and enable them 
to remain living in their own homes. 

Since 1995, the Claims Conference has been the 
foremost organization in the world in identifying 
and addressing the unique social welfare and health 
needs of Jewish victims of Nazism. In addition to 
the funds obtained from the German government, 
the Claims Conference allocates funds from various 
restitution-related sources, including the recovery 
of unclaimed Jewish property in the former East 
Germany; agreements with the governments of 
Austria and Hungary; the Swiss Banks Settlement; 
and the Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation.

For 2011, in total, the Claims Conference is 
allocating approximately $270 million for services 
to Nazi victims in 46 countries. Services from 
other sources of allocations include hunger relief, 
medical aid, winter assistance, transportation, help in 
applying for government bene" ts, and socialization 
opportunities to relieve loneliness.

Special Negotiator Amb. Stuart Eizenstat, left, and 
Claims Conference Treasurer Roman Kent, right, 
speak with a German government of! cial.

Elie Wiesel Receives
U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum Inaugural Award

WASHINGTON – More than 1,100 people attended 
the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum’s 
National Tribute Dinner honoring Nobel Laureate 
and Museum Founding Chairman Elie Wiesel for 
the singular role he has played in the cause of Ho-
locaust remembrance and his signi" cant contribu-
tions to humanity. The Museum presented him with 
its inaugural institutional award and announced that 
henceforth it will be named the United States Holo-
caust Memorial Museum Elie Wiesel Award.  

The award was presented to him by Museum 
Chairman Tom A. Bernstein, Former Secretary of 
State Colin Powell, and Rwandan genocide survivor 
Clemantine Wamariya.  In 2006, Clemantine’s essay 
on why Elie Wiesel's memoir Night remains relevant 
today was chosen as a " nalist in Oprah Winfrey's 
National High School Essay Contest.  Clemantine 
was featured on The Oprah Winfrey Show, where 
she and her sister were reunited with their parents 
for the " rst time in 12 years.  

During his acceptance speech, Professor Wiesel 
stressed the need to “remember the suffering” of 
all who are persecuted and oppressed. “Silence 
is forbidden,” he said. “There is still so much to 
remember.”

The Tribute Dinner was held on May 16th at the 
Wardman Park Marriott in Washington, D.C.  Dr. 
Miriam and Sheldon G. Adelson, who served as the 
Dinner’s National Chairs, announced a $1 million gift 
to the Museum in honor of Tziporah Wiesel, Elie’s 
late sister who perished in the Holocaust. Tziporah’s 
name will be engraved on the Museum’s Founders 
Wall. 

The Elie Wiesel award will be presented each 
year to an individual who has demonstrated excep-
tional leadership in advancing the Museum’s vision 
of a world where people confront hatred, prevent 
genocide and promote human dignity.  “It was Elie 
Wiesel’s conviction that the Museum should be a 
‘living’ memorial, and no one else has done so much 
to honor the victims of the Holocaust by working 
tirelessly to create a more just world in their mem-
ory,” said Museum Director Sara J. Bloom" eld. 
“By naming this award after Elie Wiesel we hope 
to honor his extraordinary legacy, pay tribute to the 
victims, and inspire new generations.” 

USHMM Chairman Tom A. Bernstein presents 
Elie Wiesel the Museum's inaugural United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum Elie Wiesel Award. 
Beside them are, (l-r): USHMM Vice Chairman 
Joshua Bolten; USHMM Director Sara J. Bloom! eld; 
Rwandan genocide survivor Clemantine Wamariya; 
Former US Secretary of State Colin Powell. Credit: 
USHMM/Miriam Lomaskin.
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Elan Steinberg

Talks With Poland 
To Renew Survivor 
Compensation
By STEWART  AIN , Jewish Week 
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS here are promising to 
mount a major " ght—exerting political and diplomatic 
pressure—to prevent the Polish government 

from abandoning its 
compensation of Jews 
and  o thers  whose 
private property was 
stolen by the Nazis and 
then con" scated by the 
Communists.

“ We ’ r e  g o i n g 
to  mee t  w i t h  t he 
WJRO [World Jewish 

Restitution Organization] to decide what appropriate 
diplomatic channels to pursue,” said Elan Steinberg, 
vice president of the New York-based American 
Gathering of Holocaust Survivors and their 
Descendants.

The World Jewish Restitution Organization 
is an umbrella group that works with European 
governments to obtain restitution of private and 
communal Holocaust-era Jewish property.

Steinberg said he expects that there would be 
talks with Polish authorities about the recent decision 
to suspend work on restitution legislation that had 
been expected to be submitted this year to the Polish 
legislature for approval.

In announcing that work would be stopped on the 
legislation, Poland’s state treasury said the decision 
stemmed from the “current economic situation.”

The announcement came as a surprise in light of 
the 2008 promise by Poland’s Prime Minister Donald 
Tusk that “all Polish citizens from before World 
War II, whether they be ethnically Polish, Jewish, 
Ukrainian or German” would receive restitution 
for their properties nationalized by the Communist 
regime.

Steinberg said no decisions have been made yet, 
but that the Jewish community could bring “political 
and economic pressure” to bear on Poland — tactics 
that have proven successful in the past in persuading 
European governments to live up to their Holocaust-
era responsibilities.He even held out the possibility of 
a boycott of Poland, should that become necessary.

In its statement, Poland’s state treasury said that 
if the legislation were to become effective next year, 
“the public debt would grow by 18 billion zloty 
($6.2 billion) and the ratio of public debt to gross 
domestic product (GDP) would grow by some 1.0 to 
1.1 percentage points.”

Were that to happen, the Polish government said 
compensation payouts “could make Poland exceed 
the public debt ceiling” of 60% of GDP, which is 
required by the European Union for countries wishing 
to join the single currency, the euro.

But Steinberg dismissed that claim, saying that 
Poland “has one of the better economies of central 
and Eastern Europe.”

“Poverty is no excuse for stealing property,” he 
said. “Poland should fund the compensation with 
other cuts, not on the backs of Holocaust survivors.”

And Steinberg pointed out that when Poland 
joined the European Union, it pledged in its admission 
application to undertake its “solemn obligation 
with respect to the con" scation of illegally seized 
property.”

Another Jewish of" cial pointed out that had 
Poland wanted to live up to its commitment, it would 
have announced that compensation would be paid out 
over a number of years instead of simply dropping 
the matter.

Ronald Lauder, the head of the WJRO and the 
World Jewish Congress, called the restitution issue 
one of “justice and not money.”

“By its announcement, Poland is telling many 
elderly pre-war landowners, including Holocaust 
survivors, that they have no foreseeable hope of 
even a small measure of justice for the assets that 
were seized from them,” he continued. “This issue 
has been under discussion in Poland for almost two 
decades, through many economic periods, including 
the present one when Poland is experiencing some 
of the strongest economic growth in the European 
Union. It is unacceptable that Poland cannot " nd some 
way to meet its responsibility to former landowners.”

He pointed out that most central and Eastern 
European countries “have adopted some type of law 
to provide for the restitution of or compensation for 
con" scated property. Poland stands out for its failure 
to do so.”

The bill’s opponents have argued that the Poland 
of today should not be held liable for the crimes of the 
Nazis and the Communists. However, it is currently 

in the process of making restitution for con" scated 
Jewish communal property.

Michael Schudrich, Poland’s chief rabbi, was 
quoted as saying that Poland’s “refusal to return it 
[property] to the owners is immoral. … The Bible 
says, ‘Do not steal.’”

Michael Schneider, secretary-general of the 
World Jewish Congress, issued a statement in which 
he called Poland’s decision “disappointing and unfair. 
… We must help old people, particularly Holocaust 
survivors, who in their twilight years need the 
means to cope with the problems of old age. Many 
Holocaust survivors who came from Poland to the 
United States, Israel, Britain and other countries are 
suffering because they do not have enough money to 
pay for home care. Most of these people do not have 
families either, as they lost them in the Holocaust.”

Although a great deal of property was successfully 
reclaimed following the collapse of communism in 
1989, an estimated two million landowners are 
affected by this decision. In many cases, their property 
was sold to a third party or their property was in a 
state beyond realistic redemption. Other property was 
nationalized and continues to be owned by the state.

The bill that was said to be drawn up for legislative 
approval would have provided compensation based 
upon 20 percent of the property’s current value.

Poland’s property-owners’ association estimates 
that unreturned property is worth some more than 
$26 billion. About 89,000 claims are said to still be 
outstanding; Jewish claims are said to represent some 
17 percent of all claims. There were 3.3 million Jews 
in Poland before the Holocaust; three million were 
murdered by the Nazis.

Steinberg said that other than reparation payments, 
the issue of Poland’s failure to make restitution to 
survivors is the second most discussed issue among 
survivors.

He recalled that Lech Walesa, Poland’s former 
president, once told a group of Jewish leaders that 
“one-third of the property in Poland was owned by the 
Jews [before the Holocaust]. That’s an exaggeration, 
but that’s the mindset we are dealing with.”

Both Steinberg and Bobby Brown of the Jewish 
Agency for Israel said Lauder speaks for them when 
he confronts the Polish government about their 
responsibilities.

cont’d from p. 3

Remarks by The Honorable Ido Aharoni

Today, it was announced in Israel that this 
coming year’s theme for Holocaust remembrance 
will be “Fragments of Memory: the Faces behind the 
documents, pictures and artifacts.” The idea is that 
remembrance is best served through the personal and 
individual prism. 

But for us Israelis, remembering is not only 
commemorating the atrocities of the past, but 
maintaining now, in the present time, our vibrant, 
democratic, pluralistic society. 

This is indeed a challenge: how we—individuals 
and nations—ought to balance between what inspires 
us and what takes us back in time? How do we 
strengthen the meaning of the past while at the same 
time forging a different future? 

I would say, simply, that this is what Zionism is 
all about. 

The Holocaust left a terrible and indelible legacy, 
but within it and in its aftermath, there were spots 
of light. 

Israel is the ultimate example of how the spirit 
can survive, heal and blossom again. 

Every Israeli rescue team that saves human 
lives in foreign lands symbolizes the Jewish 
conscience that could not be defeated; every Israeli 
innovation that improves the lives of people the 
world-over, that bene" ts all mankind, proves that 
our presence among the nations is vital; every 
Israeli company traded on the NASDAQ is a 
manifestation of the Israeli spirit that can never be 
overcome, not even in hard times; and every Israeli 
Nobel laureate shows the strength of the Israeli 
mind-set—and the persistence of the Israeli soul, 
the eternal Jewish soul that, for a time, seemed so 
close to being extinguished. 

This is why, when I look around me today, at 
this beautiful temple, 66 years after the Holocaust, I 
know for sure that Abba Kovner’s fear will remain 
unfounded. 

Our children will not forget. 
 

German trial of Holocaust-
denying bishop set for July
REGENSBURG, GERMANY - The German trial of 
British Bishop Richard Williamson over his denial of 
the extent of the Holocaust is to restart in July after an 
eight-month postponement, the court in the southern 
city of Regensburg recetly announced. 

Williamson, of the ultra-orthodox Catholic 
Society of St Pius X (SSPX), denied in a television 
interview last year that the Nazis had systematically 
murdered millions of Jews. The interview, for a 
Swedish television channel, however, took place 
in Germany, where Holocaust denial is a criminal 
offence. Williamson was " ned 10,000 euros ($14,200) 
over his remarks but the bishop and prosecutors both 
appealed the " ne. 

The trial was originally scheduled for last 
November, but was postponed after Williamson 
appointed a new lawyer to represent him in court. 
At the time, the bishop chose a radical right-wing 
lawyer to represent him, but changed his mind after 
the SSPX order threatened to excommunicate him.  

The trial is now scheduled to start again on July 4. 
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The news.pl
SPEAKING TO Polish Radio recently, Polish 
Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorski said that 
“the United States gave up the right to represent 
its citizens in [property restitution] cases,” 
following a 1960 deal with Poland, by which 
Warsaw agreed to pay $40 million to Washington 
over a 20-year period.

 However, writing in The Jewish Week, 
Menachem Rosensaft, a law professor and 
vice president of the American Gathering of 
Holocaust Survivors and their Descendants, says 
that Sikorski is “wrong on the law.”

In his article, ‘Poland’s Foreign Minister 
Misspeaks on Restitution,’ Rosensaft states 
that the $40 million sum (current value $300 
million) did not cover the majority of US-based 
Holocaust survivors, but rather those emigrants 
who were already US citizens prior to World War 
II, or who managed to secure citizenship prior 
to con" scation.

“This agreement was never intended to 
cover the claims of Jewish Holocaust survivors 
who came to the United States long after their 
property was first seized by the Nazis and 
then nationalized by the Communist regime,” 
Rosensaft writes.

“[It] was meant to provide compensation to 
individuals who were American nationals at the 
time their property was con" scated,” he adds.

The professor goes on to say that Prime 
Minister Donald Tusk’s stated reasoning for 

stalling further compensation to dispossessed 
landowners is “spurious,” alluding to Tusk’s 
claims that Poland “cannot afford it owing to the 
‘global " nancial crisis.” 

Poland’s current stalled bill, which would be 
applicable to former landowners of all religious 
denominations, be they Polish Catholics, 
Orthodox Jews or Armenian Catholics, has been 
in the pipeline since the collapse of communism.

After 1989, thousands of property claims 
were successfully won, but likewise, thousands 
remain outstanding.

Rosensaft also bashed Sikorski, whose wife 
Anne Applebaum is a distinguished American 
historian of Jewish descent, for his alleged 
historical ignorance. Countering Sikorski’s 
claims that in occupied Poland, the Holocaust 
“was conducted against our will by someone 
else,” Rosensaft stated that the foreign minister 
“could bene" t from a history lesson,” citing 
examples of Polish atrocities against Jews:

 “Poles who hid Jews at the risk of their own 
lives were vastly outnumbered by those who 
denounced Jews to the Nazis, plundered their 
property, and shamelessly moved into the homes 
of Jewish families that had been deported to death 
and concentration camps,” he writes. 

“In addition, the Polish people daily continue 
to reap bene" ts from properties worth millions 
upon millions of dollars that Jews had owned in 
Poland before 1939.”

Polish Foreign Minister ‘wrong on restitution law’

By JENNIFER L IPMAN  
JEWISH GROUPS have paid tribute to Pope John 
Paul II following his recent beati" cation.

T h e  P o p e , 
who died in 2005 
after 26 years at 
the Vatican, was 
celebrated during 
his l i fetime for 
h i s  e f f o r t s  t o 
strengthen the links 
between Jews and 
Catholics. 

Born in Poland 
in 1920, John Paul 

witnessed " rsthand the persecution of Jews by the 
Nazis. As Pope he became the " rst in the role to visit 
a synagogue, prayed at Auschwitz on a Holocaust 
memorial trip and on a number of occasions met 

Holocaust survivors. 
A strong spokesman against antisemitism, he 

visited Israel in 2005 and said prayers at the Western 
Wall.

The ceremony is the " nal stage before the Pope 
can be made a saint.

Rabbi Jack Bemporad, director of the John Paul 
II Center for Interreligious Dialogue in Rome, said: 
“We of all faiths [should] continue to learn from him.”

Elan Steinberg, vice-president of the American 
Gathering of Holocaust Survivors and their 
Descendants, said: “He had a personal connection 
to Jewish survivors and was himself a living witness 
and victim of Nazi brutality in his native Poland.

“As a champion of Catholic-Jewish reconciliation, 
John Paul made special efforts to emphasise the 
moral signi" cance of the Holocaust and express his 
identi" cation and empathy with its victims.”

Mr Steinberg also called on the Catholic Church 
to halt the planned canonization of the wartime pope 
Pius XII, whose Holocaust record has been the subject 
of debate for decades. 

Praise as Pope John Paul 
beati! ed at Vatican

The belief in God, in tradition, in humanity ex-
pressed in secret prayers, even in Auschwitz or Tre-
blinka, kept broken spirits from losing their faith. 
Such was our belief in the ultimate triumph of good 
over evil, in the eternity of our people and faith in a 
better world to come.  

If we survived it is because of the courage, 
endurance and spiritual strength with which we 
emerged from the ashes of the Holocaust. We, 
the survivors harbored in our lives not only the 
sorrow of our own losses—parents, brothers, 
sisters, children—but a deep pride that energized us 
wherever we build new homes. While remembering 
our lost ones, we survivors, tattooed with numbers 
on our forearms and scars on our bodies and souls, 
sancti" ed life by rebuilding it from the ashes, 
reestablished families, raised children, and became 
useful and productive members of society in all 
walks of life. 

On Yom Hashoah, we carried forth this message 
and paid homage to all those who gave their lives in 
the struggle—to the valiant American, British, and 
other Allied soldiers who liberated Bergen-Belsen, 
Auschwitz, Buchenwald, Dachau, and all the other 
Nazi death and concentration camps. 

We are deeply grateful to the U.S. Government 
for establishing the National Days of Remembrance, 
for creating the United States Holocaust Museum, 
and for its support for the State of Israel since its 
founding. In light of our own experiences, we 
know perhaps better than anyone else what Israel 
means for us and for the entire Jewish people. We 
urge America to continue, in its fullest measure, its 
support for the Jewish State, which is the ful" llment 
of a two thousand year old dream—a dream also 
of our six million martyrs who did not live to see 
it become a reality.  In the spirit of remembrance 
and faith let us continue upholding our legacy with 
a renewed dedication to make our remembrance an 
inspiration for a better future for the Jewish people, 
for America, for Israel, and for all mankind. 

cont’d on p. 18
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cont’d from p. 1

Italy’s ! rst Holocaust 
museum to be built in 
Rome  
By L ISA PALMIERI -BILLIG , Jerusalem Post 
ROME – Mayor Gianni Alemanno and the 
municipal authorities of Rome recently announced 
the construction of a Holocaust museum as a focal 
point in the city’s 10-year “Stati Generali” plan for 
major projects in the city.

The Italian government and RAI-TV are 

currently sponsoring a television spot, which will 
be shown repeatedly until June, calling for Italians 
to submit any relevant wartime family records or 
material for exhibition.

Italy’s " rst Holocaust museum, based on 
preliminary plans drawn by architects Luca Zevi 
and Giorgio Maria Tamburini under the sponsorship 
of Rome’s previous mayor, Walter Veltroni, will 
be built in the central area of Villa Torlonia. The 
2,500-square-meter building—estimated at a cost 
of 19 million euros, to be covered by the city—will 

be part of a designated 4,000-sq.m. area adjacent to 
both former dictator Benito Mussolini’s villa and 
the two millennium-old Jewish catacombs, that will 
be restored and opened for visits.

Other Stati Generali projects include moderni-
zing Fiumicino Airport, improving the street net-
work and restoring ancient cultural sites.

The museum’s director, Marcello Pezzetti, has 
a vast plan in mind, speci" cally aimed at increasing 
Italians’ awareness of their own role in the Holocaust.

“Italy, like Austria, was a partner of Nazi 
Germany—not a victim, as the populace generally 
holds. Unlike Germany, we have never even begun 
the process of soul-searching. Italians don’t feel 
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By NADAV  SHEMER   
BANK LEUMI and Hashava – The Company for 
Location and Restitution of Holocaust Victims’ 
Assets—ended months of arbitration by signing an 
agreement in which the bank will pay the company 
NIS 130.8 million, the two sides recently announced.

The money will go to heirs of Holocaust victims 
and toward projects that help Israeli Holocaust 
survivors —more than a quarter of whom live under 
the poverty line, according to government estimates.

The total includes NIS 20 million, re-evaluated to 
NIS 25.8 million, already paid by the bank to Hashava 
in 2007. In exchange, Hashava has withdrawn all 
claims against Bank Leumi.

Leumi and Hashava agreed in February 2010 to 
enter talks under the mediation of Professor Omri 
Yadlin of Tel Aviv University and former High Court 
justices Tova Strassberg-Cohen and Ruth Elias-
Sternberg.

Hashava had previously " led an NIS 305 million 
lawsuit against Leumi in the Jerusalem District Court 
in June 2009, based on their estimate that there were 
thousands of accounts at the bank that belong to 
Holocaust victims.

Hashava, a private corporation established in 
2006 whose shares are held by the state, has also 

Bank Leumi agrees to pay NIS 130m. to Holocaust victims
demanded that the Mizrahi Tefahot and Mercantile 
banks return the Holocaust victims’ money that they 
currently hold in trust. The company has stated in the 
past that it would wait until the end of its arbitration 
with Leumi before deciding whether to take any 
action, while the two banks have until now denied 
liability. An inventory on Hashava’s website lists 
more than 60,000 mostly unclaimed assets in Israel 
that belonged to Holocaust victims, most of them 
in real estate, but many at these banks and other 
institutions.

Former MK Colette Avital, who initiated the 
creation of the Parliamentary Inquiry Committee 
that led to Hashava’s establishment and today serves 
on its board of directors, told The Jerusalem Post 
that the compromise fell short of what the company 
had originally wanted, but that it agreed to enter 
mediation with Leumi after realizing that if it waited 
for a court verdict, by then “there would not be 
anybody to return the money to.”

“When we see that we are banging our heads 
against the wall, and time keeps moving and people 
keep aging and waiting many years for the money, 
in the end we need to settle everything and just cut 
our losses,” she said.

Avital said she understood the importance of the 
issue after returning from New York, where, in her 
role as Israeli consul general during the mid-1990s, 
she had been active in the " ght to free Holocaust 
victims’ assets being held in Swiss banks, only to " nd 
that Israeli banks were also suspected of holding onto 
victims’ assets.

“I said to myself, ‘It can’t be that we are " ghting 
against Swiss banks and yet we in Israel are almost 
guilty of the same thing, that we are not willing to 
return the money,’” Avital said.

Dan Waldman, the executive director of Amcha, 
an organization that provides mental health support to 
Holocaust survivors in Israel with the help of Hashava 
funding, also welcomed the news.

“For what Amcha does, it [the agreement with 
Leumi] is certainly not too late, if we can make things 
easier for the mental health of Holocaust survivors 
and improve their lives,” he said.

Waldman said that Hashava had funded his 
organization for the past three years, which helped 
them to run a project that has so far provided 10,000 
treatment sessions to survivors con" ned to their own 
homes. He said that such treatment was virtually 
unattainable to those who were not part of the project. 

U.S. lawmaker links 
American economic policy to 
Holocaust
(JTA) — U.S. Rep. Michele Bachmann in a speech 
linked the fallout from current U.S. economic policy 
to the Holocaust.

Bachmann (R-Minn.), speaking to about 200 
New Hampshire Republicans April 30 at the We The 
People First in the Nation Freedom Forum, recalled 
learning about the Holocaust and being shocked that 
only after World War II did most Americans learn 
about the systematic killing of six million Jews.

She said the next generation of Americans will 
ask its elders what they did to prevent the shifting 
of the tax burden to them, just as her generation 
asked their parents what they did to prevent the 
premeditated murder of Europe’s Jews.

“I tell you this story because I think in our day and 
time, there is no analogy to that horri" c action” the 
Holocaust, said Bachmann, a self-professed supporter 
of Israel. “But only to say, we are seeing eclipsed in 
front of our eyes a similar death and a similar taking 
away. It is this disenfranchisement that I think we 
have to answer to.”

A group representing Holocaust survivors 
condemned Bachmann’s comments.

“Survivors strongly feel that Representative 
Bachmann’s comments were ill-conceived and 
made unfortunate reference to the tragedy of the 
Holocaust,” Elan Steinberg, vice president of the 
American Gathering of Holocaust Survivors and their 
Descendants, said in a statement.

“We recognize that Bachmann clearly stated that 
she was not making an analogy between the horrors 
of the Holocaust and economic challenges being 
faced here. Nevertheless, her remarks are the latest 
in a string of such comments by politicians—of both 
parties—which instrumentalize and trivialize the 
terrible years of Nazi persecution.

“We repeat our plea,” he concluded, “that all 
political candidates exhibit proper sensitivity and 
avoid cavalier references to the mass murder that 
was the Holocaust.”

Frances Irwin: Being A Good 
Human Being

HOLOCAUST EDUCATION for teenagers is es-
pecially sensitive given the traumatic nature of the 
subject.  Perhaps the most effective means of con-
veying this dark chapter of Jewish history to young-
sters born decades after the event is through the " rst 
person testimony of survivors, either in person or 
through their written words.

Frances Irwin, who survived 
the Koskie ghetto near Radom, 
Poland, almost two years impris-
onment in Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
and a death march to Mauthausen 
before being liberated by American 
troops at the Lenzing concentration 
camp in Austria, has been teach-
ing and inspiring American high 
school students both as a lecturer 
for Facing History and Ourselves 
and through the autobiographical 
account, “Remember to be a Good 
Human Being: A Memoir of Life and the Holo-
caust,” published by Yad Vashem and the Holocaust 
Survivors’ Memoirs Project in Stolen Youth, Five 
Women’s Survival in the Holocaust.  Ms. Irwin, who 
also serves on the board and executive committee of 
Hillel at Brooklyn College, spends countless hours 
inspiring youngsters in the classroom with her cour-
age and dignity.

Jonathan Ventura, a student at Satellite Acade-
my High School in New York City, speaks lovingly 
about the impact Frances Irwin’s visit to his class 
made on his life. Calling her a “priceless jewel” 
who related “her story of loss, suffering and tor-
ture,” he says that “I felt every word she said.  After 
she " nished, I wanted to stay with her, not to ask 
her questions about the Holocaust, but I wanted to 
connect with her. I was changed immediately after 
that day. Ms. Irwin and I saw each other a few more 
times after her visit to my class and we became 

good friends.  She invited me to a reunion of sur-
vivors and I knew I had to attend.” Thanks to Fran-
ces Irwin, Jonathan identi" es with the survivors he 
met there. “I knew their history was my history,” he 
says. He also wears “every day” a small gold ring 
Ms. Irwin gave him and which “reminds me of her 
every day.”

Yad Vashem’s International School for 
Holocaust Studies also features Frances Irwin’s 
autobiographical account of her life in a lesson 

plan for students in grades 9 through 
12. According to the Yad Vashem 
educators, “the educational emphasis 
that Yad Vashem holds as central, 
that of portraying Jewish life in its 
natural richness before the Holocaust, 
is admirably presented by the author 
in her introduction.” Moreover, the 
concluding section of her memoir 
is equally important. “The period 
covered extends from January 1945, 
until the time of writing the memoir,” 
the lesson plan explains in a Note to the 
Teacher. “It opens with the evacuation 

of Auschwitz and the ensuing death march and ends 
with Frances’s activities in New York on behalf 
of other Jews in need today. As such, the chapter 
closes the circle from the suffering in! icted during 
the Holocaust, through liberation and the trials and 
tribulations Frances and her future husband Reuben, 
also a survivor, faced as Displaced Persons, before 
their emigration to a new life in the United States.”

The American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust 
Survivors and Their Descendants is proud of Frances 
Irwin’s extraordinary contributions to Holocaust 
education, and to her willingness to serve as a role 
model for young people of all faiths and ethnic 
origins. She personi" es the values that have guided 
the Sh’erit Hapletah in our mission of remembrance 
and that must permeate our society if we are to 
prevent future genocides. May she go from strength 
to strength.



Peace through 
Compassionate Care 
By DAVID  NUSSBAUM

EARLIER THIS YEAR, a soft-spoken grandmother 
named Yette found the strength to talk about two 
traumatic experiences. “Work” at Auschwitz, she 
said, led to unimaginable physical suffering and a 
lifetime of emotional pain, not the freedom or peace 
promised. Decades later, she felt betrayed by her 
oncologist; cancer was ravaging her body. At the end 
of her life, Yette yearned for her truth to be told. It 
was a rabbi from the hospice program of Metropolitan 
Jewish Health System (MJHS) who helped Yette 
release her great sadness. And it was the hospice 
team’s understanding of, and reverence for, Jewish 
values and traditions that helped ensure that this 
frail woman—a Holocaust survivor—experience the 
dignity, respect, love and peace in her " nal months 
of life that she had not received as a young adult in 
a concentration camp. 

Yette’s children " rst contacted MJHS because it 
has the largest historically Jewish hospice program in 
the New York region. In addition, MJHS remains one 
of the few organizations in New York City to focus 
on the physical, emotional and psychological pain 
and suffering experienced by Holocaust survivors 
and their families. 

“Comforting,” was the word Yette’s family used 
when describing MJHS Hospice staff, including 
the physicians, nurses, social workers, spiritual 
counselors, creative arts therapists and volunteers. 
All receive mandatory training in Jewish values 
and traditions, made possible through a generous 
Holocaust survivor grant sponsorship and funding 
by UJA-Federation of New York. Halachic Pathway 
is also offered to every Jewish person in MJHS’ 
hospice program. This option serves as a health care 
proxy that ensures all medical decisions are made in 
consultation with the rabbi of the patient’s choice. 

And compassion is one of MJHS’s hallmarks. 
The organization was founded by four Brooklyn 
ladies in 1907. These remarkable pioneering women 
looked into the eyes of people in desperate need and 
deserving of kindness—and did something. They 

founded the Brooklyn Ladies Hebrew Home for the 
Aged. With the help of charitable support, the home 
provided poor, elderly members of the community 
with quality health care and a safe, loving place 
where they could spend their " nal days. Rooted in the 
values of compassion, respect and dignity for every 
individual, those same values have guided MJHS 
every step of the way. 

Because Yette came to the hospice program 
early in her end-of-life experience, she had nearly 
six months to think about, and then express, her 
wishes, talk about her great sadness and pass on 
invaluable life lessons to her children, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. Those many conversations 
were facilitated by members of the specially trained 
hospice and palliative care team. 

It was in one of these emotional, intimate chats 
that Yette revealed her wish to be buried in Jerusalem; 
having quietly purchased a burial plot many years 
before. 

Completely at peace and " nally free of physical, 
emotional and spiritual pain, Yette died in her own 
home on a Thursday, surrounded by loved ones. 
Metropolitan Jewish Health System’s hospice 
program handled the arrangements, including 
contacting an Israeli burial society to meet the casket 
at the airport, so Yette could be buried in Jerusalem 
before the start of Shabbat.

For some Holocaust survivors, the end of 
life process can bring deep pain to the surface in 
unexpected ways. Sol’s story is a good example 
of how members of the hospice staff are able to 
recognize the signs of reemerging trauma and know 
how to quickly and patiently alleviate stress and 
anxiety.

Sol, a brilliant professor with advancing dementia, 
became afraid of the dark. He refused to shower or 
take his medication. He hid in his own home for 
weeks at a time, increasingly wary of neighbors and 
strangers. Sol’s children lived in different parts of the 
world. Unsure of what to do, they begged their aging 
father to take his prescriptions, to bathe, to answer 
the phone. The children, who had their own families, 
were overwhelmed and wrought with guilt. 

As he regressed, Sol would cry out “nein, nein#” 

to unfamiliar faces. Sol, his children said, had always 
been good at de! ecting questions about his past. 
Now with dementia, and complications from other 
illnesses, conversation was impossible. Their once 
stoic dad was unrecognizable. MJHS Hospice was 
called.

It was an MJHS Hospice nurse who immediately 
knew that Sol’s behavior and actions were triggered 
by his early life trauma. She saw the tattoo on his arm 
and knew he was a Holocaust survivor. In a soothing 
voice, the nurse told Sol and his children that MJHS 
was bringing care to the home. “A doctor, nurse, 
social worker and rabbi will visit you,” she said. 
Looking into Sol’s eyes, she repeatedly said, “No 
one will hurt you, I promise#”

Medications were soon delivered to Sol’s home; 
ending stressful and time-consuming trips to the 
pharmacy. An MJHS Hospice creative arts therapist 
visited regularly, playing Sol’s favorite songs. He soon 
relaxed, accepted baths and took his medicine. And 
Sol’s children learned to con" de in the social worker. 
They participated in a unique caregiver support group 
that’s exclusive to MJHS Hospice. After Sol left this 
earth, his children received bereavement counseling 
from MJHS Hospice for one year, allowing them the 
opportunity to heal and move forward, prepared to 
share stories about their beloved father’s past with 
future generations.

One of the most remarkable, beautiful aspects of 
hospice is that it offers an opportunity to share, to " nd 
peace, to receive the love that might have, at certain 
times in life, been nonexistent. And Metropolitan 
Jewish Health System does so with a delicate, keen 
sensitivity, aware that caring for Holocaust survivors 
is a tremendous honor responsibility. 
 
David Nussbaum is a Senior Vice President of Metropolitan 
Jewish Health System as well as directing its MJHS 
Foundation.  The cost of the extraordinary services offered 
to Holocaust survivors and their families are offset in 
part by grants from the Foundation, which relies on the 
support of generous donors. For more information about 
Metropolitan Jewish Health System’s compassionate and 
respectful care that focuses on the physical, emotional and 
psychological pain and suffering experienced by Holocaust 
survivors and their families, please call (212) 420-3370. 

Holocaust survivors win 
modest pensions
By JONAH LOWENFELD , Jewish Journal

“Anything from Germany today?”
That’s the question Jeffrey Kobulnick, a senior 

associate in the Los Angeles legal of" ce of Foley & 
Lardner, asks his assistant almost every day. 

Kobulnick isn’t servicing the legal needs of 
some particularly demanding corporate client in 
Frankfurt. An intellectual property attorney, he’s 
asking whether there’s mail related to any one of 
the dozens of applications submitted on behalf of 
Holocaust survivors to the German social insurance 
agency of" ce by his " rm. 

The letters Kobulnick, his colleagues and their 
clients are waiting for relate to a German national 
pension that began being awarded in 2009 to Jews 
for work they did in Nazi-controlled ghettoes during 
World War II. Kobulnick, 34, confessed to feeling a 
bit like a high school senior waiting for letters from 
colleges, always hoping for big envelopes. 

“If I get a big, thick packet, that means it’s a 
20-page detailed calculation award letter telling me 
how much the client’s getting,” Kobulnick said. “It 
calculates it very speci" cally, how much money 
they’re entitled to for each day they were in a ghetto. 

If you get a smaller letter, it says we need more 
information. So you want those big envelopes from 
Germany.”

Since 2009, scenes like this one have been 
playing out in law of" ces around Los Angeles and 
across the country, as attorneys participating in 
the Holocaust Survivors Justice Network (HSJN) 
have been successfully shepherding hundreds of 
applications for ZRBG “Ghetto Pensions” through 
German bureaucracies on behalf of Holocaust 
survivors. 

The nationwide effort, led by two attorneys at Bet 
Tzedek, the Los Angeles-based nonpro" t legal-aid 
agency, has involved 1,800 lawyers, law students and 
paralegals who have worked a combined 56,000 pro 
bono hours on these applications, making sure that 
each “t” is crossed and every umlaut is double-dotted. 
(Though most of the forms are bilingual, there are still 
occasional pieces of correspondence written only in 
German. More than one attorney said he’d gotten very 
good with the Google Translate Web application.)

Every Friday, Volker Schmidt, a Bet Tzedek 
attorney, holds a conference call that draws lawyers 
from all over the country to talk about — or simply 
hear about — the progress and problems facing their 
clients’ claims. “You feel like you’re part of this 
movement,” said Lauren Teukolsky, Bet Tzedek’s pro 

bono director and the other staff member coordinating 
the effort. 

“Attorneys are really moved by it,” Schmidt said, 
in part because for many lawyers this is their " rst 
encounter with a Holocaust survivor. And further, 
this kind of pro bono work allows lawyers to engage 
in ways that they don’t get to on a day-to-day basis. 

“You can work for a big company, and if you win, 
that’s great and there’s money. And if you lose, it’s a 
tax write-off,” the German-born-and-raised Schmidt 
said dryly, in his very lightly accented English. “But 
when you’re working with a Holocaust survivor, it’s 
a human being.”

Bet Tzedek estimates that the pro bono legal work 
done by attorneys and staff at top " rms is worth about 
$16.8 million, a sum more than twice the $7.5 million 
annual budget of the 25-lawyer agency. 

The actual cash amounts paid out to individual 
survivors have so far been modest. While Bet Tzedek 
estimates that, collectively, ZRBG pension payments 
to Holocaust survivors could amount to as much as $2 
billion, a typical payment to a survivor who quali" es 
for a ZRBG pension will be between $150-$450 per 
month.  

Sixty-six years after the end of World War II, 
nobody can say exactly how many survivors live 

cont’d on p. 19
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Holocaust bill OKd after 
compromise with railroad
The Baltimore Sun
A bill intended to put pressure on a French railroad 
and its U.S. subsidiary to cooperate with Holocaust 
survivors in efforts to account for the deportation of 
about 70,000 Jews and others from France to German 
death camps during World War II has passed both 
houses of the Maryland General Assembly. 

Del. Samuel I.  ”Sandy” Rosenberg, the House 
sponsor of the legislation, said the House bill 
was heavily amended to reflect the results of 
negotiations between advocates for the deportees 
and representatives of the French government-owned 
railroad SNCF and its Rockville-based af" liate Keolis 
America.

Rosenberg said the Senate bill passed a version 
close to the original form of the bill, which SNCF and 
Keolis had said would preclude it from competing 
to a contract to operate the MARC Brunswick and 
Camden lines when CSX Transportation relinquishes 
that role. But the Baltimore Democrat said he 
expected the Senate to agree to the amendments 
worked out in the House. He said those changes had 
been agreed to by the railroad’s lobbyist in Annapolis.

The original bill would have made it a condition 
on bidding on the MARC contract that any railroad 
involved in World War II deportations would have 
to make extensive disclosures of its records of its 
wartime activities. At a hearing marked by the 
emotional testimony of Holocaust survivors and 
their heirs, Keolis said the measure’s terms were so 
onerous it would have kept it from bidding on the 
MARC contract.

Keolis is one of a relative handful of companies 
with experience in operating railroads under contract 
with government agencies.

Rosenberg said that under the compromise, 
SNCF has agreed to speed the digitization of its 
company archives, which contain details of the 
railroad’s cooperation with German authorities after 
the French surrender to the Nazis in 1940. The bill 
puts the determination of whether the company has 
complied with the bill’s speci" cation in the hands 
of the Maryland State Archives, an independent 
agency. The original bill would have left the 
decision on the adequacy of any disclosure up to the 
Department of Transportation, a part of the governor’s 
administration.

Rosenberg said he believes the agreement forged 
in Maryland could become a model for other states, 
where SNCF has also run into attempts by state 
legislators to come to terms with survivors seeking 
damages for the railroad’s wartime actions.

Neither the lobbyist for SNCF and Keolis, 
Bill Pitcher, nor Keolis America President Steve 
Townsend could be reached to comment.

The amended bill passed the House 137-0 
Saturday. It had earlier passed the Senate 45-0.

Princeton Shoa scholar stirs 
new Polish debate
by ROBERT WIENER, NJJN Staff Writer
JAN GROSS, a Princeton University historian whose 
writings on the Holocaust have triggered intense 
debate in his native Poland, is causing controversy 

o n c e  a g a i n ,  e v e n 
before his latest work 
is published. Polish 
and Catholic critics are 
rushing to refute the 
central thesis of the new 
book, Golden Harvest, 
that thousands of Poles 
stole valuable items 
from the graves of Jews 
killed during World War 

II. Danuta Skora, a director at his publishing house, 
said she had been receiving complaints for weeks 
from those who claim Gross has an anti-Polish bias. 
Poland’s state Institute of National Remembrance is 
preparing a response.

“Somehow the manuscript of the book got out 
about a month before the book was published and a 
truncated discussion began to appear,” Jan Gross told 
NJ Jewish News in a phone interview.

“I sent the manuscript to colleagues to ask for 
comment, and somebody let the details get out. 
I gave an interview to a journalist and it kind of 
" ltered out. What can I say? It happened. I didn’t do 

it deliberately,” he said.
Cowritten with his wife, Irena Grudzinska Gross, 

the Polish-language book is scheduled for publication 
in Poland and later in English. Irena Grudzinska 
Gross is an associate research scholar in Princeton’s 
Department of Slavic Literatures and Languages.

The centerpiece of the Grosses’ thesis is also the 
book’s cover photograph. According to Jan Gross, 
it shows Polish peasants digging through skulls and 
bones at the Treblinka death camp in search of gold 
and other treasures Nazi executioners might have 
overlooked.

Gross insisted that Golden Harvest “is really a 
small book that was written around a photograph. 
There was no dramatic or very extensive research that 
goes with it. There were a lot of published stories in 
Poland with incredibly penetrating articles based on 
archives in the Jewish Historical Institute in Warsaw 
and the Majdanek [concentration camp] historical 
archives.”

Publisher Henryk Wozniakowski told the 
Associated Press that the book aims to make the 
public aware of “cruel and often dif" cult facts” and 
“challenges our collective memory.”

cont’d from p. 1
ROMAN  KENT

Unfortunately, nowadays there are too many 
people who say that it is necessary to forget the trauma 
of the Holocaust in order to go on living.  Some even 
go as far as to deny that the Holocaust existed at all.  
I for one believe it is imperative to recall the past 
so that our lives and those of generations to come 
will have more meaning.  For me, the memory and 
lessons of the Holocaust are not negotiable, and not 
a subject to be forgotten.  At the same time, we must 
not forget the helping hands and the heroic deeds of 
the Righteous Gentiles represented in Yad Vashem 
by the Avenue of the Just.

In a way, the battle against Hitler was won by 
the allied military forces, but the war against Hitler’s 
evil was won by the daring deeds of the Righteous 
Gentiles.  Their deeds proved to the world that the 
answer to oppression and indifference is involvement; 
they were a moral torch in a time of tyranny and 
darkness...an example of what could have been done 
and an indictment of what was not done.

Thus, if the leaders of the world will remember 
and teach others to remember, then the Holocaust and 
the atrocities in Darfur, Biafra, Kosovo and many 
others will have no place on the face of the earth.

We survivors must always be unique leaders in 
the " ght for a just and everlasting remembrance to 
keep alive the memory of the Holocaust.

But to remember is not enough ….
“Lo Haikar Hamachshavah ala Hamaaseh”—It 

is the deed not just the thought that is critical.
It is our mutual obligation, that of survivors and 

the leaders of the Jewish community, to instill in 
future generations the understanding of what happens 
when intolerance and bigotry are permitted to thrive.

For survivors this commemoration is a muted 
triumph, with memories so painful we dare not face 
them alone.  Only with the presence of the community 
is it possible for us to collectively confront the 
destruction that devastated the Jewish people.  
However, such commemoration is “imperfect justice” 
since it took sixty years for the United Nations and 
the world to " nally publicly acknowledge the crimes 
committed during the Holocaust, and designate 

January 27th, the day of Auschwitz’s liberation, as a 
day of remembrance.

Yet, throughout these years, we survivors did 
not sit idly by. We were constantly striving for the 
preservation of human rights and the dignity of 
mankind, while at the same time building a new life 
from the ashes of the one that had been destroyed.  
Despair was never an acceptable answer for us. 
Despite hopelessness, we created life in a world of 
darkness, and successfully wrestled with the dark 
shadows as we remembered an all consuming evil.

In a simplistic way, I can say in one word why 
the tragedy of Auschwitz happened...that word is 
“indifference.” Thus, the educational centers must 
be the antidote to illiteracy and apathy. This is our 
security to perpetual and digni" ed remembrance.  
There the future scholars will be educated, and 
millions of students will be afforded the opportunity 
to study the past. Together, they are our insurance 
for tomorrow that the Holocaust will not become a 
footnote in history and its memory will be a deterrent 
to prevent future atrocities.

I realize that nowadays the world appears to 
be “crumbling,” and there is increased hatred and 
prejudice against Israel and Jews throughout the 
world. Yet, being a survivor of Auschwitz, having 
survived against all odds, I continue to hope that a 
peaceful future for all people is in store for us.

Maybe, just maybe, now we are also experiencing 
an awakening, as slow as it is, and perhaps the 
world is " nally changing for the better. In view of 
the current participation and awareness of so many 
young students, the future leaders of the world, 
there is presently visible proof of compassion 
and involvement instead of indifference.  This 
is progress...and it is up to the young leaders of 
tomorrow to make it a reality.  They must be involved 
and stay involved...and never, never be bystanders#

Thus, I want to hope against hope that " nally 
there will be a brighter future for mankind. Perhaps 
we are slowly realizing that we all live together on 
the same planet, and we are all one people.
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Chicago Man Who Served 
as Former Nazi Police 
Of! cer Ordered Removed
WASHINGTON (Reuters) – An immigration judge 
in Chicago has ordered Chicago resident Osyp 
Firishchak removed from the United States for his 
role in a Ukrainian police unit that assisted in the 
annihilation of over 100,000 Jews in Nazi-occupied 
L’viv, Poland (now in Ukraine), during World War 
II, Assistant Attorney General Alice S. Fisher of the 
Criminal Division recently announced.

Immigration Judge Robert Vinikoor ordered 
Firishchak, 87, removed to his native Ukraine on the 
basis of his service in the Nazi-operated Ukrainian 
Auxiliary Police (UAP) during World War II. 
Firishchak, who was born in Trebuszany in present-
day Ukraine, immigrated to the United States in 1949 
and became a U.S. citizen in 1954.

Judge Vinikoor ruled that Firishchak participated 
in Nazi-sponsored persecution and acquiesced in 
“conduct contrary to civilization and human decency” 
on behalf of the Third Reich. In issuing his " ve-page 
ruling, Judge Vinikoor adopted the 2005 " ndings of 
a district court that stripped Firishchak of his U.S. 
citizenship. That court ruled that Firishchak “was a 
participant in an organization that perpetrated some 
of the most horri" c acts against human decency 
ever known in history,” rejected Firishchak’s 
“completely unbelievable” testimony, and noted that 
his “shameless attempt to excuse himself from an 
inexcusable act is cowardly.”

The Criminal Division’s Office of Special 
Investigations (OSI), which investigated the case, 
and the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) of the Department of Homeland Security 
brought the removal action against Firishchak in 
March 2007. The government alleged that, between 
October 1941 and July 1944, Firishchak routinely 
enforced Nazi anti-Jewish policies during his service 
with the UAP and took part in actions to reduce the 
population of the Jewish ghetto, guarded posts to keep 
Jews from escaping capture, and hunted Jews who 
attempted to hide or ! ee. OSI and ICE also alleged 
that Firishchak concealed his UAP service when he 
immigrated to the United States.

OSI Director Eli M. Rosenbaum said, “Osyp 
Firishchak and his fellow UAP policemen played 
a central role in the murder of more than 100,000 
Jewish men, women and children of Nazi-occupied 
L’viv. This order is another victory for the principle 
that the United States will not provide a safe haven 
for human rights violators no matter how long ago 
the crimes were committed.” Rosenbaum noted 
that the district court found that between March 
1942 and June 1943, virtually all of the more than 
100,000 Jewish residents of L’viv were seized and 
transported to Nazi killing centers such as the Belzec 
extermination camp, or to forced labor camps, where 
few survived the brutal conditions.

OSI filed a denaturalization lawsuit against 
Firishchak in December 2003. The District Court 
decision revoking his citizenship was upheld in 2006 
by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit.

Since OSI began operations in 1979, it has won 
cases against 107 individuals who participated in 
Nazi crimes of persecution. In addition, attempts by 
more than 180 individuals implicated in wartime Axis 
crimes to enter the United States have been prevented 
as a result of OSI’s “Watch List” program, which 
is enforced in cooperation with the Department of 
Homeland Security.

By Daily Mail Reporter

WHEN MORRIS GLASS turned 13, he should have celebrated his bar mitzvah with his family at their home 
in Poland. Instead his childhood—and that important rite of passage—were 
stolen from him by the Nazis, who sent him " rst to a ghetto and then to 
Auschwitz, where his mother, father and sisters were all killed.

But at the age of 83, the Holocaust survivor has " nally marked the 
boyhood milestone, surrounded by his new family in North Carolina. He 
celebrated the much-delayed occasion two days before Passover, a time to 
remember the deliverance of the Jews from slavery. And at a special dinner, 
he paid tribute to the ‘greatest country in the world’ for delivering him from 
the slavery of the concentration camps.

Glass’s family was sent to Auschwitz when he was only 15. He never 
saw his mother again. He said: ‘How can I possibly describe the jubilation? 
How can I describe the feeling of being free? Every survivor owes his life 
to the American armed forces. Because of their " ghting and their heroic 
sacri" ces, we are here today.’

The bar mitzvah celebration came 70 years too late, but it was something 
Glass had always longed to do. He told CNN: “In the ghetto, I had no chance for a bar mitzvah. We were not 
allowed to have any books.”

Glass and his family were forced into the ghetto when he was just 11. After four years there, they were 
transferred to Auschwitz, where he, his father and his brother were separated from his mother and sisters.

He told CNN: “I wish I could have told my mom and my sisters how much I loved them when I waved 
goodbye to them at Auschwitz and never saw them again.”

After two months, he and his father were taken to Dachau, where they spent eight months in " ve different 
camps on the site. At just 15, his father died, and he was forced to bury him in a mass grave. Soon after, thanks 
to ‘God’s will’, he managed to escape from the camp and ! ee to a local hospital, where he was kept hidden 
by a group of Catholic nuns. He can still vividly recall the moment on April 28, 1945, when he looked out of 
the hospital window and saw the " rst American tank roll up the hill.

Out of a family of 42, only Glass, his brother and a cousin survived the Holocaust.

‘I learned never to lose faith’: Holocaust survivor ! nally 
celebrates bar mitzvah—at the age of 83

cont’d on p. 21

Helen Thomas: Jews not persecuted in Europe after war
NEW YORK (JTA) — Former White House correspondent Helen Thomas said the Jews did not have to leave 
postwar Europe because they were not persecuted.

In a Feb. 16 interview on The Joy Behar Show on CNN, Thomas told Behar that once World War II ended, 
the Jews “didn’t have to go anywhere really because they weren’t being persecuted anymore. But they were 
taking other people’s land.”

Impromptu remarks that Thomas made last May to a rabbi video blogger about how the Jews should “get 
the hell out of Palestine” and go back to Poland and Germany cost her her job as correspondent for the Hearst 
newspaper corporation. She now works for a newspaper in Virginia.

Though Thomas apologized for the comment, follow-up remarks last December about how “the Zionists” 
own Congress, the White House, Hollywood and Wall Street caused further uproar, and prompted the Society 
of Professional Journalists to drop an award named for Thomas, who was a " xture on the White House beat 
for decades.

In the CNN interview, Thomas said that when she said Jews 
should go back to Poland and Germany, “I should have said 
Russia, too.”

After the interview Elan Steinberg, the vice president of the 
American Gathering of Holocaust Survivors and their Descendants, 
said that “Helen Thomas, not content with previous offensive 
comments, now is either uncaring or spiteful of the terrible 
circumstances of post-Holocaust survivors in Europe — a shocking 
display of ignorance of events which occurred in her lifetime.”

Thomas’ account of history is inaccurate. Attacks against Jews 
and persecution of Jews continued in Europe even after World 
War II, both in the years immediately following the war, such as 
during the 1946 pogrom in Kielce, Poland, and in the decades 
since. Poland, for example, launched an anti-Jewish campaign 
in 1967 that culminated in the expulsion of nearly 13,000 Jews 
over the course of " ve years. The country’s prime minister at the 
time described Zionists as a " fth column in Poland and said they 

should leave the country for Israel.
Asked on Behar’s program is she considers herself antisemitic, Thomas, whose parents were Lebanese, 

said, “Hell no, I’m a Semite.” Of the Jews she said, “They’re not Semites. Most of them are from Europe.”
Asked if she regretted making the remark that ended her career in Washington, she said, “I have regrets that 

everybody’s misinterpreted it and distorted it,” singling out former George W. Bush White House spokesman 
Ari Fleischer and Anti-Defamation League National Director Abraham Foxman.

“We have organized lobbyists in favor of Israel, you can’t open your mouth,” she said. “If you say one 
thing about Israel, you’re off limits.”
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Jerusalem – An invaluable archive of more than 
1,500 oral testimonies from child survivors of the 
Holocaust, collected in numerous countries over 
the past 30 years, has been received by the Oral 
History Division of the Avraham Harman Institute of 
Contemporary Jewry at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem. 

A one-day conference to mark 
the receipt of the archive and to 
hear lectures related to the subject 
will be held in April in the Rabin 
Building of the Mandel Institute of 
Jewish Studies on the Mt. Scopus 
campus of the Hebrew University. 
The conference brought together 
researchers and authors from the 
Hebrew University and elsewhere. 

The collection of testimonies, 
which is known as the Kestenberg 
Archive of Testimonies of Child 
Holocaust Survivors, was conveyed 
to the Harman Institute by Dr. Eva 
Fogelman and Dr. Helene Bass-Wichelhaus of the 
International Study of Organized Persecution of 
Children, located in New York City, who had sought 
an appropriate archival home for the recordings. 

Initiators of the project were Dr. Judth S. 
Kestenberg (1910-1999) and her husband, Milton 
Kestenberg (1910-1991). Dr. Judith Kestenberg was 
the founder of Child Development Research in the 

Dr. Eva Fogelman

US in 1961, working with children and parents for 
the prevention of mental disorder and developmental 
problems. In 1981, the Kestenbergs, working with 
many associates, began traveling all over the world 
within the framework of what was named the 

International Study of Organized 
Persecution of Children project, 
interviewing 1,531 child survivors 
of the Holocaust as well as children 
of Nazis and observers of child 
persecution. 

The interviews were conducted 
in various countries, including: 
the United States, Germany, 
Israel, Australia, Switzerland, 
the United Kingdom, Canada, 
the Czech Republic, Holland, 
France, Hungary, Poland, Russia, 
Yugoslavia and various countries 
in South America.

Until the early 1980s, many 
child survivors of the Holocaust 

did not see themselves as survivors. Often this was 
because they had been told and believed that children 
do not suffer the long-term effects of trauma as do 
adults. They believed that their fragmented memories 
could be set aside and they could get on with their 
lives. But it became evident that they could not escape 
the long-term effects of loss of family and home, 
exposure to severe and prolonged violence, being in 

hiding, and loss of a childhood.
As one child survivor explained, “At first I 

wanted only to forget. Now, many years later, I want 
to understand myself better, to connect with other 
child survivors, and " nd ways how our experiences 
can help others.”

The Oral History Division of the Avraham 
Harman Institute of Contemporary Jewry at the 
Hebrew University began collecting oral testimonies 
for the purposes of historical research in 1959, with the 
assistance of pioneering scholars such as Professors 
Yehuda Bauer, Dov Levin and Haim Avni. These early 
interviews, covering a wide range of subjects and 
conducted according to highly professional standards, 
assured the institute the status of being the foremost 
academic collection of oral documentation in Israel. 

Today, this collection of more than 9,000 
interviews in 20 languages constitutes a unique 
treasure of Jewish memories. It includes testimonies 
on the Holocaust that were conducted when the 
reservoir of survivors (especially those who were 
adults during the war) was much larger and their 
memories less affected by the passage of time than 
today. 

Most of the interviews in the Kestenberg archive 
that has now become part of the Harman Institute 
collection have been transcribed. At present, the 
material has not been digitized and is not easily 
available to researchers, but there are plans to do so. 

Archive of Interviews with Child Survivors of Holocaust received by Oral History Division of 
Hebrew University’s Avraham Harman Institute of Contemporary Jewry

Jewish Agency in ‘Zyklon B’ 
building
by DANNY ADINO ABABA , YNet 
THE NEW JEWISH AGENCY of" ces in Hamburg, 
Germany, are in a rather surprising location. The 
building chosen by the Agency was once rented by 
the company that marketed Zyklon B, the gas used 
to murder millions during the Holocaust.

A few months ago, Agency Chairman Natan 
Sharansky and Aliyah Dept. Head Eli Cohen decided 
to seek new offices in Hamburg from where to 
manage the campaign to encourage aliyah among 
Jews in the area, provide information about Israel, 
and nurture ties between Israel and the Diaspora 
communities. At " rst, nobody could have imagined 
which location would be chosen, but in retrospect, 
the choice seems " tting. 

Recently, many attended a festive opening 
ceremony. No official representative of Israel 
was present, but 12 Hamburg residents who had 
already decided to make aliyah came to support the 
organization, along with many prominent members 
of the local Jewish community. 

Under the large red-brick building they discovered 
an old plaque in Yiddish which read, “The evil in the 
world which is not destroyed will rise again.” 

Eli Cohen, who was born in Morocco and came to 
Israel at the age of three with his family, represented 
the Jewish Agency. He said how moving it had been to 
discover the plaque, remember the events of history, 
and see how a building which represents evil has 
become a place encouraging aliyah. 

“Opening an of" ce in the place where the powers 
of darkness once were is victory over despair,” he 
said. “I stood there in the building and said to myself - 
‘Never again#’ From this building, used by those who 
sold Zyklon B to murder Jews, we’ll continue to work 
till the very last Jew who wants to come to Israel in 

order to build his home together with us, has come. 
It was moving to think that young Jews will come to 
hear and learn about Israel without fear, standing tall.” 

There are many of" ces in the building, but very 
few are rented by Jews. Now the Agency is renting the 
entire " rst ! oor. It is hard to imagine that the of" ces of 
the company Tesch und Stabenow, whose subsidiary 
produced the gas, were in the exact same place. 

The gas was transported in crystal form in 
sealed canisters. Upon contact with air, the crystals 
evaporated into a lethal gas which rapidly asphyxiated 
human beings. The Nazis would put the gas into 
sealed rooms containing their victims, who died a 
terrible death. 

From these of" ces, the company marketed the 
gas to SS of" cers and to anyone who wanted to 
use it against Jews. The company rented the entire 
building from its owner, a private individual. At the 
end of WWII, the owner and company director were 
tried and executed. Recently, an Israeli ! ag ! uttered 
from the building, and the Agency celebrated the 
opening of its of" ces together with Even Ezer, another 
organization encouraging aliyah in Hamburg, where 
some 3,000-4,000 Jews currently live.

PLEASE KEEP US 
IN MIND WHEN 

YOU THINK OF THE 
FUTURE

Our mission as members of The American 
Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors 
& Their Descendants is to perpetuate 
the remembrance of the Shoah through 
education and commemoration.

We educate our future generations while 
remembering and commemorating our 
past. In order to leave a lasting legacy to 
show that our lives have made a difference, 
each of us can be a part of ensuring that our 
sacred task of remembrance will continue 
in years to come.

As you plan your legacy, we would 
be honored if you would consider The 
American Gathering as a part of your 
“future.” You can arrange to leave a bequest 
to The American Gathering of Jewish 
Holocaust Survivors & Their Descendants 
in your will. The following wording is 
recommended:

“I give and bequeath ______ to The 
American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust 
Survivors & Their Descendants, a not-for-
pro" t corporation, with its principal of" ce 
located at 122 West 30th Street, Suite 205, 
New York, New York, 10001”

We are humbled by the task ahead of 
us and grateful to each of you for your 
con" dence and support as we begin the 
second decade of the 21st Century.

NOTICE TO HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS 
NEEDING ASSISTANCE

Financial assistance is available for needy 
Holocaust survivors. If you have an urgent 
situation regarding housing, health care, food or 
other emergency, you may be eligible for a one-time 
grant  funded by the Claims Conference.

If there is a Jewish Family Service agency in 
your area, please discuss your situation with them. 
If there is no such agency nearby, mail a written 
inquiry describing your situation to:

Emergency Holocaust Survivor Assistance
P.O. Box 765
Murray Hill Station
New York, NY 10156
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A disturbing report from 
Churchill’s delegation to 
Buchenwald
By L ITAL  LEVIN , Haaretz 
ON APRIL 19, 1945, eight days after the Buchenwald 
concentration camp was liberated by Allied forces, 
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill stood 
before parliament and delivered an urgent request. “I 
received this morning an unof" cial statement from 
General Eisenhower indicating that new discoveries, 
particular in Weimar, are far more serious than what 
has been revealed up to now,” he said. “Eisenhower 
urges me to send a group of MPs to his headquarters 
immediately, so that they can see these atrocities with 
their own eyes. I have decided that a parliamentary 
delegation comprised of eight members of the House 
of Commons and two members of the House of Lords 
should depart immediately... The goal of this visit is 
to discover the truth.” 

Members of the Buchenwald delegation were 
selected from a large group of volunteers who offered 
their services that day. And they had to hurry—direct 
evidence was disappearing by the hour. Under 
orders from Allied soldiers, German residents in 
the area had already started to clean the camp of 
its " lth and festering disease, and to bury the dead 
one by one; Eisenhower issued commands for the 
burial procedures. The few huts " t for human use 
were being converted by Allied workers into " eld 
hospitals, to treat the tens of thousands of mortally 
ill camp prisoners. 

The British delegation departed the next day 
aboard Dakota military aircraft. On Saturday morning, 
April 21, they passed through Buchenwald’s gates. 

The delegation’s report was prepared within a 
week. On April 27, 1945 a thin volume was published, 
selling for two pence to anyone interested. A copy is 
preserved today in the Haaretz archive. Delegation 
members clarify in the preface that they arrived at 
Buchenwald without an intention to conduct a legal 
inquiry of Nazi war crimes, a process “that would 

have lasted weeks, even months.” Instead, they came 
to “discover the truth,” they wrote, quoting Churchill 
—so long as real human traces remained evident in 
the camp. 

Though conditions at Buchenwald had surely 
improved immeasurably in the week after the Allies 
liberated it, evidence was still abundant. “The stench 
of decay and disease still enveloped the camp,” 
delegation members reported. American soldiers 
told the British visitors about what had taken place 
in one of the camp’s “better” huts: Female prisoners 
were forced to sleep there with the few prisoners 
who received special privileges—which included 
20-minute visits to this slave-labor brothel. The 
women were promised better conditions, but in 
most cases they were executed. When the camp was 
liberated, 15 women were still alive in the hovel. 

The report described the former inmates as 
wandering around like exhausted skeletons. Those in 
slightly better health showed their scars and wounds 
to the British visitors, and described the beatings they 
had suffered. 

“One half-naked skeleton, who wandered on 
crutches, writhing in pain in the corridor stopped 
when he saw us, straightened up, smiled and saluted,” 
they wrote. 

The British parliamentarians visited wooden huts 
that had no ! oors, where victims were packed in. 
Some showed the visitors the boards on which they 
slept: “Even in their extremely emaciated state, they 
could sleep on the planks only by lying on their sides, 
without moving.” 

The delegation members witnessed similar 
conditions in the Nazi health clinics. “Excrement 
from dysentery sufferers dripped through the planks,” 
they wrote. They visited gas chambers, and rooms 
whose ceilings had nooses for hanging prisoners. 
There were piles of corpses, still dressed in blue and 
white striped uniforms; these victims had starved 
to death. The visitors were informed of torture 
experiments carried out in the medical labs, and met 
one survivor, a Polish Jew, who had been castrated. 

“They told us that most of those who had 
undergone operations were dead; and they made it 
clear that the policy of exterminating Jews had long 
replaced that of sterilizing and castrating them,” the 
report stated. 

The parliamentarians heard about Frau Koch, the 
wife of the camp’s commander, who would collect 
objects made from human skin. A British scientist 
who accompanied the MPs examined a lamp shade 
that had belonged to the Nazi woman and veri" ed 
these claims. 

The visitors also reported seeing small signs of 
restitution and recovery. A Hitler doll had been placed 
next to the camp’s gate, as though it had been killed 
symbolically—with a caption in German that read, 
“Hitler must die so that Germany can live.” 

“Preparing this report, we have committed 
ourselves to writing with restraint and objectivity, 
and to refrain from personal responses or emotional 
comments,” the delegates concluded. However, they 
declared, “we are of the unanimous opinion that a 
policy of starvation and inhuman brutalization was 
enforced at Buchenwald for a prolonged period of 
time. Such camps symbolize the lowest nadir ever 
reached by humanity. The memory of what we saw 
and heard at Buchenwald will haunt us for many 
years.” 

by TOBY STERLING , AP
AMSTERDAM (AP) - The Netherlands’ national 
archive recently announced that it has gathered new 
information about the arrests and deportations of 
some 9,000 Dutch Jews during World War II.

The information, from a sealed archive on 
wartime collaborators, will reveal to some Dutch 
Jews the names of those who arrested their relatives 
and other precious facts about their " nal days as they 
were deported to Nazi concentration camps during 
the German occupation of the Netherlands from 
1940 to 1945.

The project was carried out by journalist Ad 
van Liempt and a team of researchers who received 
special permission in Sept. 2010 to review dossiers 
of 250 collaborators who are no longer alive.

It primarily centers on the work of the 
“Henneicke Column”—a group of Dutch Nazi 
collaborators working in the investigative division 
of the government’s Central Bureau for Jewish 
Emigration, which employed police and bounty 
hunters to " nd Jews who had escaped the net of the 
Nazis and their informers.

While researching a book on the bounty hunters 
in 2002—A Price on Their Heads—Van Liempt 
found personal information in the archive he thought 
would be useful to victims, but knew they would be 
unable to obtain.

Dutch archive: new info on some WWII Jews’ arrests
There are 500,000 dossiers on 310,000 

collaborators at the archive’s collection on special 
postwar tribunals, but those records are sealed until 
those named inside have died—and even then they 
can only be viewed by family members or victims.

In addition, the archive is organized by 
collaborator name, rather than by victim, making 
it harder for relatives to know where to look. The 
new information is just a fraction of what the sealed 
archive contains.

“None of the victims knew who had arrested 
them, or they weren’t able to communicate it” before 
they died, Van Liempt said in an interview published 
on the website of state broadcaster NOS.

One Jewish survivor contacted by the project is 
Paul Hellmann, whose father Bernhard died at the 
Sobibor camp in Nazi-occupied Poland. Researchers 
found a dossier in the archive containing previously 
unknown details of Bernhard’s arrest on a Dutch 
farm where he was hiding, and his subsequent 
interrogation.

Also contained in the same dossier were two 
letters written by the then 7-year-old Paul, in a 
schoolboy scrawl, to his father. They had been 
delivered to the farm by someone in the Dutch 
resistance and Bernhard was carrying them at the 
time of his arrest.

“I couldn’t believe my eyes. I couldn’t look at 

them at " rst, and then later I did,” Paul Hellmann 
said in an interview with NOS.

The letters were about everyday occurrences such 
as seeing trams in the eastern Dutch city of Arnhem, 
and eating a tasty pie, “but they are letters from a son 
to his father,” Hellmann said. “It’s one of the cruelest 
things that they did, that he wasn’t allowed to keep 
those letters.”

Results of the project will only be available to 
victims’ families. The names of the 9,000 victims 
will be added to a digital database later this month.

An estimated 110,000 Dutch Jews died in the 
Holocaust, including teenage diarist Anne Frank. Just 
30,000 Dutch Jews survived the war.

Details of the Frank family’s arrest are already 
known, although it remains uncertain who tipped 
police to her family’s hiding place above a canal-side 
warehouse in Amsterdam.
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Berlin library returns books 
stolen by Nazis to Jewish 
community
By JENNY SOFFEL, The Associated Press | The 
Canadian Press  
BERLIN - Recently rediscovered books plundered by 
the Nazis more than six decades ago were returned to 
Berlin’s Jewish community recently in a ceremony 
at the city’s landmark synagogue.

The Berlin Central and Regional Library formally 
handed over 10 books and three journal volumes 
discovered among more than 200,000 volumes 

being examined by researchers as part of a project 
to establish their origin, with a focus on restitution.

One of the books is from noted author Gotthold 
Ephraim Lessing and dates back to 1890. There is 
also a travel guide to Palestine from 1934 and a book 
on Jewish history “from the destruction of the First 
Temple to the present,” that was published in 1913. 
All are in German.

Though experts say none of the books have 

signi" cant monetary value, they offer a sobering 
glimpse of the country’s history.

“It’s the ordinariness of these books that remind 
us of the horrible reality of the persecution of the 
Jews during the Nazi era,” Germany’s top of" cial for 
cultural affairs, Bernd Neumann, said at the ceremony 
at Berlin’s New Synagogue.

Lala Suesskind, the head of Berlin’s Jewish 
community, said “this hand-over reminds us all that 
injustice never loses signi" cance over time.”

Jewish households, community centers and 
schools were routinely looted by the Nazis and 
thousands of books were burned. Some, however, 

were spared and archive records show that 
more than 40,000 looted books were sold to the 
Berlin Central and Regional Library in 1943.

But, " nding them is like searching for a 
needle in a haystack, the researchers say.

“We are happy every time we can give 
books back to the rightful owner,” historian 
Peter Proelssz from the library said. “But there 
are still 200,000 books with unknown origin 
to go through. In the past year, we’ve gone 
through 25,000,” Proelssz said.

When identifying the owners, the 
researchers look for certain clues: sometimes 
a stamp on the " rst page, sometimes just a 

number.
For example, inside one of the books recently 

discovered, “The Jewish Youth Calendar,” a faint 
stamp can still be made out that reads: “Belongs to 
the religious school of the Jewish Community.”

The German federal government distributes €1 
million ($1.4 million) annual to restitution projects 
across the country.

Bread Alone is Not Enough
By M IRIAM  INTRATOR , The Jewish Week 

IN THE SPRING of 1946, Zalman Grinberg and 
Josef Rosensaft, representatives of Jewish Holocaust 
survivors and Displaced Persons (DPs) in the 
American and British zones of post-World War II 
Europe, respectively, visited the United States. “Bread 
alone is not enough,” they poignantly pleaded to 
American Jews, “Send us poets, writers and singers 
to show us that Jewish life is not dead.”

Reports from others close to the wreckage of 
post-Holocaust Europe also emphasized that despite 
the acute need for sustenance and shelter, the 
cultural hunger of survivors was often even greater 
than their physical hunger. According to the World 
Jewish Congress (WJC), survivors recognized that 
“courage and strength could only be found in the 
living wellspring of Jewish culture and learning.” 
As that wellspring had been all but depleted by the 
anti-Jewish pillage and murderous violence that 
characterized Hitler’s brutal reign, its revitalization 
would signify liberation from the crushing weight 
of fascism, and would satisfy the existential need 
for culture that exploded in the wake of the mass 
devastation.

Survivors had a voracious appetite for books in 
particular. Openly visiting a library or purchasing 
a book, reading and learning what, when, how and 
with whom one wishes, are emblematic activities 
of a free and civilized existence, one that European 
Jews were impatient to re-embark upon after having 
been deprived of liberty or normality for well over 
a decade.

Although the effort has been largely forgotten 
today, those concerned about the future of European 
Jewry had begun planning for the renewal of its 
vibrant cultural life even before it was possible for 
messages like that of Grinberg and Rosensaft to be 
voiced or heard. Contrary to the widely held notion 
that virtually all surviving Jewish life and heritage 
! ed or was shipped out of postwar Europe at the 
earliest possible opportunity, in fact vessels carrying 
Jewish texts were virtually passing each other, 
traveling to and from Europe and America, between 
about 1945 and 1951.

The WJC Book Supply Scheme, the American 
Joint Distribution Committee’s (JDC) S.O.S. 
(Supplies for Overseas Survivors) Books, and similar 
but smaller programs run by Agudas Israel World 
Organization, the American Jewish Committee, the 
United Jewish Educational and Cultural Organization, 
among others, had ambitious programs to provide 
books, libraries and education for surviving youth 
and adults in Europe. These were directed not only 
at the most visible and accessible Jewish population 
over! owing into and out of Allied-run DP camps, 
but also at Jewish survivors and surviving Jewish 
communities in virtually every war-impacted 
European country, from Belgium to Bulgaria, France 
to Romania.

Urgent appeals, such as, “Do You Have Jewish 
Books? The DPs Want Them Desperately” in the 
National Jewish Post, appeared throughout the 
Anglo-American Jewish press. While there is no one 
simple or standard de" nition of a “Jewish book,” 
to donors and recipients at the time, the books in 
question were either in Hebrew or Yiddish, or had 
speci" c Jewish content or context.

To illustrate, a WJC brochure requested 
speci" cally: “Hebrew and Yiddish classics; Books 
on Jewish History and Jewish social problems; Light 
Literature in Yiddish and Hebrew; Text-books for 
children in Hebrew; Song-books for Children and 

Adults in Yiddish and Hebrew; Books on Jewish 
topics in any European language; Text-books for 
Jewish University students.” Religious and reference 
books were also important, as were periodicals and 
professional literature.

In response, donations poured in from college 
and university students, synagogue sisterhoods, 
organizations such as Habonim, the National Jewish 
Workers Alliance and the Jewish Educational 
Committee, as well as from libraries and institutions. 
For years, librarian Gertrude Finkel at the Hamilton 
Fish Park Lower East Side branch of the New York 
Public Library managed a steady stream of donations 
from the library and its patrons.

By 1950, several hundred thousand books had 
been widely distributed to Jewish organizations, 
schools and libraries throughout Europe, which then 
gifted or loaned them to individuals and groups. The 
books were reported to be “literally devoured” and 
never suf" cient in number. They offered survivors 
a means to connect with aspects of a traditional 
European Jewish past, virtually annihilated by the 
Nazis, as well as a means to begin looking toward 
and constructing a new future. Perhaps most 
importantly, the book projects acknowledged the 
continued existence and cultural needs of Jews in 
post-Holocaust Europe. A brief note from a survivor 
in Warsaw expressed the grateful sentiment that 
many felt, “Please accept our heartfelt thanks for 
remembering us and for sending the books. There 
can be no better gift.”

Much of the urgency to give and receive books 
stemmed from the pessimistic belief that European 
Jewry’s entire literary heritage had been wiped out. 
In January 1945, American Jewish community leader 

Arieh Tartakower stated, “There are no Hebrew or 
Yiddish books in the European countries.” A June 
1945 press release quoted WJC President Rabbi 
Stephen Wise saying, “The Nazi barbarians have 
destroyed everything culturally Jewish ... Not only 
public libraries but libraries of private individuals 
have been made to disappear.” Similarly, in mid-
1947 in Great Britain, Hester Roseman wrote, “In 
many countries it is now dif" cult to " nd anything 
in Hebrew script.” And as late as November 1948, 
Wolf Blattberg of the WJC wrote, “It seems that the 
destruction of books during the war was so complete 
that actually nothing was left.”

Such statements circulated even as Allied forces 
discovered stores of Hebraica and Judaica, Jewish 
cultural material stolen but not in fact destroyed by 
the Nazis, thanks in part to the trophy-collecting and 
“research” impulses of Hitler and his henchmen. 
While far too many Jewish books had been lost 
forever, those that could be were restituted as quickly 
as possible to their original institutional or individual 
owners, or to any surviving relations. For a signi" cant 
portion, no such recipients could be identi" ed or 
found.

These books were variously referred to as 
“unclaimed,” “heirless,” “unidenti" able” or, as in 
historian Lucy Dawidowicz’s preferred terminology, 
“without ascertainable ownership.” Out of these, 
JDC representatives, including Dawidowicz, selected 
25,000 duplicates and general interest books for DPs. 
Most of world Jewry believed the remainder, and 
in particular any valuable, rare and unique items, 
should be transferred to institutions in the United 
States and Palestine, then Israel, the new centers of 

cont’d on p. 15
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without question or contest.
In one little-known example of contestation, 

Jewish leaders and librarians representing the Jewish 
Community of Prague’s Library, Amsterdam’s 
Jewish Bibliotheca Rosenthaliana and the Jewish 
Bibliotheca Simonseniana of Copenhagen’s Royal 
Library, maintained that it was “desirable” for some 
portion of the heirless books to remain “accessible 
for Jewish studies in Europe.” Individually, each 
proposed a new central Jewish library be built within 
post-Holocaust Europe. Under the auspices of the 
nascent United Nations Educational, Scienti" c and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), it was hoped that 
the international and cooperative, and emphatically 
Jewish, character of such a library would be ensured.

Why should the surviving bulk of Europe’s rich 
and historic Jewish cultural heritage be removed from 
Europe, proponents asked, when Jewish communities 
and respectable Jewish institutions, including their 
own distinguished libraries, remained alive and 
dedicated to a future within Europe? Denmark, in 
particular, argued that it had protected the majority 
of its Jews during the Holocaust and had kept the 
Bibliotheca Simonseniana and other valuable Jewish 
collections out of Nazi hands. Nevertheless, for the 
leading organizations of world Jewry, as the site of 
the Holocaust and due to its drastically reduced and 
declining Jewish population, Europe was no longer 
and would never again be a Jewish center. As such, it 
had neither right to nor need for the books requested 
for the proposed library. The prevailing position was 

that European Jewry’s surviving cultural heritage 
should be accessible to the majority of the world’s 
surviving Jews where they were going to live, study 
and work, which was no longer in Europe.

Today, Jewish life and culture in Europe is 
on an upswing. The recently launched Judaica 
Europeana project, for example, led by a consortium 
of Jewish libraries, museums and historical societies 
throughout Europe, seeks to identify and centralize 
access to and knowledge about Jewish content in 
European collections. As the Jewish expansion in 
Europe continues to surprise and perplex many Jews 
elsewhere, it is worth remembering those who were 
committed to the renewal of European Jewry even in 
the immediate aftermath of its attempted annihilation. 
Their hope that books and libraries would contribute 
to the revival of former cultural and intellectual 
institutions and to the creation of new ones that would 
both honor European Jewry’s past and ensure its 
future, is perhaps " nally coming to fruition.

Miriam Intrator is a doctoral candidate in modern European 
and Jewish history at the Graduate Center, City University 
of New York. Her dissertation examines UNESCO’s role in 
library and book-related cultural reconstruction projects 
in post-World War II Europe. She has a master’s in library 
science.
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Macedonia Unveils Memorial To 
Holocaust Victims 
Radio Free Europex
SKOPJE — A memorial center dedicated to 
Holocaust victims was of" cially opened on March 10 
in the Macedonian capital, Skopje, RFE/RL’s Balkan 
Service reports.

Senior Macedonian officials were joined at 
the ceremony by Albanian President Bamir Topi, 
Montenegrin President Gjorge Ivanov, and Israeli 
Deputy Prime Minister Moshe Ya’alon.

Ya’alon said he was grateful to the Macedonian 
government on behalf of Israel for the opening of the 
center, which is the fourth of its kind in the world. 
The others are in Jerusalem, Washington, and Berlin.

Ya’alon added that “the Holocaust did not begin 
with the concentration camps, but with the spread of 
antisemitism and hate speech on the streets. It has 
taught us that fanatic ideologies cannot be stopped 
with ignorance and indifference.” 

The Holocaust victims memorial is a multimedia 
center with photos, narratives, and video clips 
showing the life of the Jewish communities in 
Macedonia and the Balkans and their suffering during 
World War II.

An estimated 66,000 of Yugoslavia’s 80,000 Jews 
were killed during the Holocaust, most of them at 
Jasenovac, near the Croatian capital of Zagreb.

cont’d from p. 2
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Siemens opens Nazi camp ! le
By Toby Axelrod, The Jewish Chronicle
EACH FEBRUARY, Gilbert Michlin invites fellow 
survivors and their spouses to his birthday party at 
his home in Paris. Before making a l’chaim, Michlin 
remembers how, two days before his 18th birthday 
in 1944, he was deported from Paris and sent to a 
slave-labor sub-camp of Auschwitz.

This year, Michlin turned 85. For decades, he 
has been asking: why did Siemens keep him and 87 
other slave labourers alive? What happened to the 
other men who worked for Siemens, in the heart of 
the Nazi killing machine?

Answers might be in the company archive. Its 
director, Frank Wittendorfer, says Siemens central 
archive in Munich has 2.5 linear miles of files, 
400,000 photos and 3,000 " lms.

Secrecy surrounds the archives, most of which 
were moved from Berlin to Munich before the end 
of the war to escape Allied bombings. It has been 
about as hard to get into these archives as into those 
in the Vatican.

For years, historian Wilfried Feldenkirchen 
oversaw the central archive, but in June 2010 he died 
in a crash of an electric model of a Siemens car. 

But now there are signs that Michlin may get 
some answers. This month, the Siemens archive 
is to provide its " les on Nazi-era operations at the 
Ravensbruck women’s concentration camp to a major 
exhibition. This could mean there is hope for Michlin, 
who " ve years ago attended a historic, private meeting 
between Bobrek survivors and Siemens management 
and labor. 

Now Dr Wittendorfer has said he plans to 
improve access to the archives. Legitimate written 
requests will be honored, but only those " les that 
have been catalogued may be viewed. And, slowly, 
Dr Wittendorfer and his staff are cataloguing miles of 
" les so they will be searchable electronically. 

U.S. State Dept. concerned 
about Czech Holocaust 
institute
Prague (CTK) - The U.S. Department of State is 
concerned about the recently founded European 
Shoah Legacy Institute (ESLI) seated in the Czech 
Republic.

“There is some concern about what is happening 
with the ESLI because there is not a lot of visible 
activity at the moment,” said Douglas Davidson, U.S. 
Special Envoy for Holocaust Issues. He said it was 
the main purpose of his visit to the Czech Republic to 
meet people from the ESLI and its founder, the Czech 
Foreign Ministry, and check the situation.

Davidson admitted that the United States had not 
yet provided the " nances it promised to send to the 
institute. He said the " rst part of the money would 
be handed over “fairly soon.”

The ESLI was founded in January 2010 based on 
the Terezin Declaration. The U.S. pledged to annually 
contribute $150,000 to its activities for " ve years. The 
Czech Foreign Ministry annually earmarks eight 
million crowns (@$452,000) to the ESLI.

The Terezin Declaration was signed by EU 
representatives in mid-2009. Further countries have 
joined it since then. Among others, the declaration 
demands the restitution of private property taken 
away from Holocaust survivors.

The ESLI, which is to be a forum of states and 
organizations representing Holocaust victims, is 
without a proper director at present as Lukas Pribyl 
resigned from the post.

ESLI representatives said that last year it had 
dealt with issues related to its foundation. It also 
focused on inter-governmental negotiations about 
recommendations for the restitution of private 
property taken away from Holocaust survivors in 
1933-1945.

The ESLI has two main tasks: education and 
communication, support for about half a million 
Holocaust survivors who are still alive and often 
live in poverty. It has a 75-member consulting board 
that monitors its activities and whose members were 
nominated by states and NGOs. 

in Jerusalem, Klaus Barbie and Maurice Papon in 
France, and Treblinka commandant Franz Stangl in 
Germany, were similarly afforded every opportunity 
to establish their innocence before being convicted 
for their role in the genocide of European Jewry. So 
were more “humble” Nazi war criminals, to use Jus-
tice Jackson’s term, such as the 22 members of the 
Auschwitz administration who sat in the dock in a 
Frankfurt courtroom from December 1963 until Au-
gust 1965.

In this context, Demjanjuk’s conviction vali-
dates Justice Jackson’s faith in the judicial process. 
Accused of taking part in the perpetration of crimes 
against humanity, Demjanjuk was not subjected to 
arbitrary vengeance or punishment but was instead 
allowed to avail himself of the fundamental protec-
tions provided by the courts of three separate coun-
tries. When the evidence against him seemed less 
than conclusive with respect to his having been Tre-
blinka’s Ivan the Terrible, he was given the bene" t 
of the doubt. In the end, however, he was unable 
to escape the verdict of either justice or history. As 
Rudie S. Cortissos, whose mother was murdered at 
Sobibor, observed, Demjanjuk “is a small " sh. But 
whether you are a whale or a sardine, someone who 
went wrong this way should be punished.”

Menachem Z. Rosensaft is adjunct professor of law at 
Cornell Law School, distinguished visiting lecturer at 
Syracuse University College of Law, and vice president of 
the American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors 
and Their Descendants.
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Holocaust hero ... or hoax?
By MAUREEN CALLAHAN , NY Post
THE IDEA, he says today, was to tell the world of 
these atrocities. So, as a British prisoner of war, Denis 
Avey snuck into a concentration camp in the middle 
of 1944: “I wanted the names of the SS of" cers 
responsible for the obscenity around me,” he writes. 
“I could bear witness.” 

S ince  i t s  pub-
lication in the UK, 
Avey’s memoir, The 
Man Who Broke Into 
Auschwitz, has become 
a best-seller and will 
now be published in 10 
countries, including the 
US this summer. His 
recent interview on the 
BBC drew millions of 
viewers. He became 
a national hero, the 
embodiment of British 

resolve and bravery, wreathed in laurels by former 
Prime Minister Gordon Brown and put under 
consideration to be named “Righteous Among the 
Nations” by Israel’s National Holocaust Museum, 
Yad Vashem.

Avey, 92, is now no longer under consideration.
“His story cannot be confirmed,” says Neil 

Tweedie, who interviewed Avey for Britain’s daily 
paper The Guardian. “It’s a bizarre thing to make 
up. In the end, it comes down to taking his word.”

The World Jewish Congress has asked the UK 

publisher to launch an independent investigation. 
Parts of Avey’s story can be veri" ed: He joined 

the Ri! e Brigade in 1939 and was taken as a prisoner 
of war in Libya in 1940. He was imprisoned in a series 
of camps before his internment, in 1943, at a POW 
camp called E715, which was adjacent to Auschwitz 
III. During day labor, Avey befriended an Auschwitz 
prisoner named Ernst Lobethal, to whom he smuggled 
cigarettes — a life-saving form of currency in the 
camps. (This was veri" ed by the Shoah testimony 
given by the now-deceased Lobethal.)

Avey also claims to have befriended a prisoner 
of Auschwitz named Hans, and here’s where the 
story becomes impossible to prove: Avey doesn’t 
know Hans’ last name, and isn’t even sure Hans 
was an actual birth name. Avey says he convinced 
Hans to secretly switch clothes and identities, with 
Avey sneaking into Auschwitz as Hans, and Hans 
reporting to the POW camp as Avey — not once, but 
twice. Avey can remember the names of only two 
co-conspirators: Bill Hedges and Jimmy Fleet. Both 
men are dead, and there is no record of survivors or 
descendants.

Avey’s details of Auschwitz III would be known 
to most anyone who’s read about the Holocaust. 
He claims to have seen a dead body, head shaven, 
hanging from a gibbet, or gallows. He describes the 
barracks as squat, the food as sparse. He writes of 
the stench from the crematorium and the piles of 
bodies. He claims to have seen the “Arbeit Macht 
Frei” sign upon walking in to Auschwitz III, though 
most Holocaust historians maintain that it was erected 
over Auschwitz I. (The famed author and Holocaust 
survivor Primo Levi claimed to have seen it over 

Auschwitz III.)
Avey has stood by his account, as has his co-

author Rob Broomby, a journalist for the BBC.
“This poor man had the supreme misfortune to 

end up a witness to the most supreme injustice of all 
time,” Broomby says today. “Those around him had 
no idea who would survive to tell what happened. 
The Jews said to him, ‘Please, if you get home, tell 
the world. Tell the world.’ He did what he could.”

American and British officials first heard of 
Auschwitz through the Riegner telegram of August 
1942, sent by a member of the World Jewish Congress 
in Switzerland. It was met by both nations with 
disbelief. In July 1943, Jan Karski, a member of 
the Polish underground who’d in" ltrated a transit 
camp —a town without boundaries where Jews were 
held for transport—personally informed President 
Roosevelt of Nazi atrocities. Finally, two Slovak 
Jews named Alfred Wetzler and Rudolf Vrba escaped 
from Auschwitz in April 1944, and their detailed 
accounts of the grotesqueries within were broadcast 
to the world through the mainstream media in June 
of that year.

“The range of knowledge of what was happening 
was relatively limited,” says Peter Black, senior 
historian of the US Holocaust Museum. As 
unbelievable as it may seem today, the average 
American, he says, was unaware of the full scale and 
scope of Nazi atrocities until the Nuremberg trials.

If Avey did, in fact, smuggle himself into 
Auschwitz with the singular purpose of alerting 
the world, why has he waited until 2011 to alert the 
world? “He was not a well man,” says co-author 
Broomby. “When he came back, he was questioned 

by military of" cers, and he sensed that people didn’t 
want to hear about it. So he just shut down.”

Aside from lack of evidence, Avey’s account 
suffers from actions that defy common and historical 
sense. Why would Hans, if he existed, agree to risk 
his life, and the lives of his fellow prisoners, to switch 
identities under the cruel proviso that he return to 
Auschwitz? How did Hans access the British POW 
camp without the proper military papers, which 
German guards inspected upon each entry and exit? 
How did Avey, who spoke only English, stay under 
the radar in Auschwitz, where most prisoners spoke 
either German or Polish? For that matter, how were 
other non-English-speaking prisoners brought into 
such an elaborate and potentially fatal conspiracy? 
Why wasn’t the knowledge Avey absorbed from 
working in extreme proximity to Auschwitz enough? 
How was Avey able to ask Hans to go along with 
this plan not once, but twice, without absorbing its 
psychological barbarism?

“If he minded swapping back, he never said so,” 
Avey writes, somewhat antiseptically. “He was a 
decent chap and I knew he would do the job.”

The hero of this story, say his defenders, is Avey. 
“Denis is a thoroughly old-fashioned guy who was 
brought up with the idea that you don’t walk away 
from injustice,” says Broomby. “The Brits were 
smuggling food and cigarettes into Auschwitz, but a 
lot of them were becoming inured.”

Avey, Broomby maintains, was a man apart: 
“So many kept their heads down, but Denis was a 
strapping, " ery 25-year-old,” he says. “He remained 
angry, and wanted to see and learn what he could.”

“It would be very dif" cult for any individual to 

smuggle himself into the camps without being able 
to convincingly portray themselves as a Polish or 
German prisoner,” says historian Black. The most 
common in" ltrators were members of the Polish 
underground, who not only had contacts inside and 
outside but relied on a far less dangerous method: 
They’d get themselves arrested.

“It wasn’t such an easy thing to do, break into a 
concentration camp,” Black says. “Let alone break 
out of one.”

One assertion of 
Avey’s most disturbs 
Black: his claim that 
the military, in their 
post-war debrief of 
Avey, did not want 
to hear what had 
transpired. “That 
would surprise me,” 
says Black. “Right 
at the end of the war, 
the British and US 
military were looking 
for evidence of atrocities and for suspects to indict. 
They were very eager. It could well be that if Avey’s 
story wasn’t credible enough, they didn’t want to hear 
more from him.”

Should Avey’s account prove false, it won’t 
be the " rst. Nor will it be unique: The Password is 
Courage, published in 1954, told the story of a British 
POW named Charles Coward, who was held in the 
same camp as Avey—E715, adjacent to Auschwitz 
III. Coward, now deceased, claimed to have traded 
identities with a Jewish prisoner of Auschwitz and 

to have smuggled Jewish prisoners out of the camp. 
He became a national hero, the subject of a 1962 
feature " lm, a Yad Vashem honoree. And, like Avey, 
his claims have since come under dispute: None of 
the hundreds of men Coward claimed to have saved 
has ever been identi" ed or come forward.

The false Holocaust memoir is a curious and 
disturbing subgenre, including Fragments, Binjamin 
Wilkomirski’s 1995 account of his childhood 
internment in a concentration camp. It was later 
revealed that Wilkomirski was born in a Swiss 
orphanage in 1947, two years after World War II 
ended.

In 2008, Herman Rosenblat’s Angel at the Fence 
— the story of meeting his future wife as a child in a 
concentration camp — was also revealed to be a lie. 
That same year, the author of Misha: A Memoire of 
the Holocaust Years admitted that her chronicle of 
hiding from the Nazis while being raised by a pack 
of wolves was a " ction.

The damage done by such hoaxes are incalculable, 
an affront not only to those who lived and died in the 
camps but to history itself.

“It gives Holocaust deniers ammunition,” says 
Black, who adds that not every Holocaust hoax is 
the product of nefarious intentions. “I must say, not 
all of these things are deliberate. Post-war repetition 
and discussion with other survivors work their way 
into memories.”

And then there are those fabricators, he concedes, 
with an insatiable need for mass adulation.

“Think of the attention Holocaust survivors 
get,” he says. “You automatically become a thing of 
reverence.”

The damage done by such hoaxes are incalculable, an affront not only to those who lived 
and died in the camps but to history itself.
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Revealed: How even German 
civilians took part in 
killing concentration camp 
survivors
By ALLAN  HALL , The Daily Mail
THE HORRIFYING story is detailed in The Death 
Marches: The Final Phase of Nazi Genocide by 
Daniel Blatman

A new book about the closing days of World War 
II chronicles how German civilians murdered many 
concentration camp survivors as they moved through 
their towns and villages on infamous “death marches” 
back into the shrinking Reich.

The violence shows how even with their nation 
in ruins, the Allies advancing on all fronts and the 
war hopeless, ordinary people were so indoctrinated 

with Nazi hate they 
were prepared to kill 
defenceless people in 
cold blood.

T h e  D e a t h 
Marches: The Final 
P h a s e  O f  N a z i 
Genocide by Daniel 
Blatman is the first 
book to research what 
drove these civilians 
to acts of savage 
murder.

Some 500,000 
prisoners from the 

concentration camp gulag both within and without 
Germany were on the move in the " rst months of 
1945.

As the Allies advanced, the shocking fate of 
approximately half of them became all too apparent.

Blatman says that in the town of Gardelegen, a 
town in east-central Germany, U.S. soldiers found 
hundreds of charred and mangled bodies in a barn 
in mid-April 1945.

“They were the bodies of prisoners from various 
camps who had been forced inside,” says the Israeli 
whose book was published recently and also goes on 
sale in Germany.

“It was later discovered that people had 
volunteered to guard the prisoners, including ordinary 
civilians, some of them armed with hunting ri! es, 
who mutated into prison guards of their own volition. 

Blatman says youths shouted at the prisoners 
“We’re going hunting, to shoot down the zebras#” 
(a reference to the striped uniforms).

“Men from the Volkssturm militia, police of" cers, 
soldiers from a paratrooper division barracked 
nearby, guards and civilians helped drive the doomed 
prisoners into the barn,” adds the historian.

“Then they locked the doors, lit gasoline-soaked 
straw on the ground and tossed hand grenades into 
the building. Anyone who attempted to escape the 
inferno ran into a hail of bullets.

“Some 25 prisoners survived, while about 1,000 
died.”

Colonel George P. Lynch, of the 102nd U.S. 
Infantry Division said afterwards of these attacks: 
“Some will say that the Nazis were responsible for 
this crime. Others will point to the Gestapo. The 
responsibility rests with neither. It is the responsibility 
of the entire German people.”

A similar attack happened in the town of Celle 
not far from the concentration camp of Belsen where 
prisoners were “killed like animals” in a forest 
according to a British military report. Some 300 

died in the massacre which took place in April 1945 
with a 17-year-old Hitler Youth leader accounting 
for 20 alone.

Blatman, of The Hebrew University in Jerusalem, 
said; “The more the war approached its end, and the 
more obvious the prisoners” presence in the midst of 
the German population became, the more regularly 
German civilians participated.”

In Palmnicken near the former East Prussian city 
of Königsberg some 3,000 prisoners from the Stutthof 
concentration camp were herded by civilians on to 
beach of the frozen Baltic Sea to be mowed down 
by SS soldiers.

Along the country roads of a huge swathe of 
Germany can be found the little memorials to terrible 
acts where people were killed in ones and twos and 
sometimes tens and hundreds.

Blatman believes tens of thousands of “ordinary 
Germans” became killers despite no documentary 
evidence whatsoever that any of the SS or Nazi party 
hierarchy had ever ordered them to behave in such 
a fashion.

Blatman says that the mentality of the prisoners” 
sadistic guards—that they were defending their 
homeland from “subhumans”—somehow resonated 
with the civilian population as they saw this “enemy” 
passing by their homes.

“A decade of indoctrination, a genocidal 
mentality that had systematically dehumanized the 
Jews and the Slavs, led to the collective hunt,” he said.

The Arendt Trial
By JEROME A. CHANES, The Jewish Week 
THE TRIAL IN 1961 in Israel of Nazi war criminal 
Adolf Eichmann has been well rehearsed by scholars, 
in the popular literature, and by journalists and Jewish 
professionals. 

In the latter category, two books stand out: 
Eichmann prosecutor Gideon Hausner’s Justice 
in Jerusalem and Hannah Arendt’s Eichmann in 
Jerusalem.

Few in 2011 can recall Hausner’s book; Arendt’s, 
which was based on her coverage of the trial and 
which generated a " restorm when it was published in 
1963, still raises blood pressure 50 years later.

Deborah E. Lipstadt, 
in The Eichmann Trial 
(Nextbook/Schocken) does 
not get to Arendt’s analysis 
of the Eichmann trial until 
the end of the book. But 
the reader knows what’s 
coming—the  famous 
photograph of Arendt is 
on the book jacket, right 
up there with Eichmann’s. 
Suggestive, no? But it’s 
well worth the wait to 

book’s end. It’s worth the read as well:. Lipstadt, 
a professor of history at Emory who (as we are 
repeatedly reminded) herself made headlines some 
years ago in her trial against Holocaust denier David 
Irving, has written a comprehensive and serious, but 
highly readable, report of the trial.

Did I say “readable?” Lipstadt’s book is nothing 
less than a page-turner. Beginning with Eichmann’s 
“cloak-and-dagger” capture in Argentina, through 
the events leading up to the trial, to the details of the 
trial (fascinating, surprisingly, even 50 years later), 
Lipstadt knows how to move a story along.

In addition to providing a scrupulously researched 
guide to the trial, The Eichmann Trial recalls for us 
that the trial was nothing less than revolutionary in 

an Israel that was a bit more than a decade old, an 
Israel labored under the myth of a “New Israeli” who 
had left the ghetto behind. The regnant parties of the 
left in Israel — Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion’s 
Mapai, Achdut Ha-Avodah, Mapam—were imbued 
with the ideology of sh’lilat ha-Golah, “rejection 
of the diaspora”—and the rejection of the survivors 
of the Holocaust. Eichmann woke up Israel to the 
realities of the Holocaust and of the survivors.

Lipstadt’s brisk narrative is a primer on the 
sociological impact of the trial on Israeli society. 
What was it like in Jerusalem in 1961? Lipstadt puts 
the reader right there.

Lipstadt is expert at parsing moments in history 
that are not easy to understand. A notable example 
is her chapter on Hungarian Jewry, in which she 
interweaves the oft-told yet chilling narrative of 
Rudolf Kasztner and Joel Brand’s negotiations 
with the SS for Jews—and Jews, many Jews, were 
saved by Kasztner—into the story of the Holocaust 
in Hungary. It’s a complicated story, and Lipstadt’s 
telling is nothing less than a tour-de-force.

But the strength of The Eichmann Trial is not 
in the recounting of the trial itself, but in Lipstadt’s 
discussion of the aftermath of the trial, of Hannah 
Arendt’s judgments on the trial, on Eichmann, and 
ultimately on European Jewry during the Destruction. 
In Arendt’s coverage of the trial for The New Yorker 
—her articles formed the core of her 1963 book 
Eichmann in Jerusalem—she was highly critical of 
the activities of the Jewish Councils, the Judenräte, 
in Nazi-occupied lands. Not to put too " ne a point on 
it, to Arendt the Jewish leadership of the Judenräte 
were collaborators. Period.

The section on Arendt in The Eichmann Trial, 
which serves in effect as Lipstadt’s peroration to 
the reader, challenges Arendt’s assertion that the 
Judenräte were participants in the destruction of 
European Jewry.

Lipstadt argues that Arendt vastly exaggerated 
the impact of the Jewish Councils, and notes that 
in Russia, where many thousands of Jews were 
murdered, there were no Judenräte. To say (as some 
scholars have) that Lipstadt benefited from the 
hindsight derived from a half-century of research into 
the activities of the Jewish Councils is to miss the 
point entirely. The fact is that Arendt, in her zeal to 
promote her grand thesis of Judenräte collaboration 
—a difficult moral issue, indeed—lost her own 
moral compass. Arendt’s assertion that the Nazi 
perpetrators and the Jewish leadership were equal 
partners in the deportation and subsequent murder 
of Jews demonstrated not Arendt’s fearlessness but 
her bankruptcy.

There are small missteps in The Eichmann Trial. 
A “Pyrrhic victory” is not a hollow triumph; it is a 
victory that is won at great cost. In this and other 
instances the editor’s red pencil might have been 
more in evidence. Further, the lack of an index is more 
than an annoyance; it hinders the use of the book for 
serious study, all the more because Lipstadt’s archival 
research is amazing.

More important is Lipstadt’s fudging of the 
question of when the Holocaust came to American 
Jewish consciousness. Everyone expected that this 
would happen as result of the Eichmann trial. It did 
not; it happened in Israel, not in America. It was not 
until 1967, with the Six-Day War and the spectre of 
another annihilation, that the Holocaust became part 
of the American Jewish communal agenda. This 
matter is more than a nuance; it goes directly to the 
point of Lipstadt’s book—the Eichmann trial as a 

cont’d on p. 18
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public event sending a public message.
Notwithstanding this point, Deborah Lipstadt 

has done the " eld of Holocaust studies — indeed 
the arenas of European history and sociology — a 
major service. Was the Eichmann trial a “show 
trial”? Did it exceed its legal mandate? Lipstadt 
cannily addresses these questions, and leaves the 
reader to decide. But Lipstadt’s best service in The 
Eichmann Trial is she has “rescued” the trial, and by 
extension the narrative and legacy of the destruction 
of European Jewry, from Hannah Arendt. For this 
she deserves the thanks of scholars, of survivors — 
and of everyone else.
Jerome A. Chanes is the author of A Dark Side of 
History: Antisemitism Through the Ages, and editor 
of the forthcoming The Future of American Judaism, a 
volume in the Trinity/Columbia University Press series 
The Future of American Religion.

cont’d from p. 17
The Arendt TrialHitler card game maker 

faces German prosecution
From DIANA  MAGNAY , CNN 
BERLIN (CNN) — Prosecutors in Germany have 
begun proceedings against a company that makes a 
card game featuring Nazi dictator Adolf Hitler, among 
others, they said.

The Hitler card features a photo of the dictator 
and a partially obscured swastika, the Nazi party 
symbol, the display of which is illegal in Germany.

“The photo as such could be problematic, but 
in connection with the swastika it de" nitely is,” 
said Antje Gabriels-Gorsolke, chief prosecutor and 
spokeswoman for Nuremberg state prosecutor’s 
of" ce.

The state prosecutor’s office became aware 
of the cards because they were on display at the 
International Toy Fair which recently took place in 
Nuremberg.

They have ordered the cards to be con" scated. 
The handler has, in any case, cleared his stand.

The card game “Dictator’s Quartet: The world’s 
most evil dictators on 32 playing cards” also features 
historical " gures such as Uganda’s Idi Amin Dada and 
Augusto Pinochet of Chile. It divides dictators into 
categories such as fascists, military rulers and U.S. 
puppets, with each card listing their age on succession 
to power, length of time in power, number of victims 
and private income.

The game is on sale for 10 euros (about $13.60).
The company that makes the game did not 

immediately respond to CNN requests for comment.
It also makes card games featuring plagues, bugs 

and drugs.

Rome Holocaust Museum
cont’d from p. 7

Survival has placed upon us the 
responsibility of making sure that the 
Holocaust is remembered forever. 
Each of us has the sacred obligation 
to share this task while we still can. 
However, with the passage of each 
year, we realize that time is against us, 
and we must make sure to utilize all 
means for future remembrance.

A permanent step toward achieving 
this important goal can be realized by 
placing a unique and visible maker 
on the gravestone of every survivor. 
The most meaningful symbol for 
this purpose is our Survivor logo, 
inscribed with the words HOLOCAUST 
SURVIVOR. This simple, yet dramatic, 
maker will reaf! rm our uniqueness 
and our place in history for future 
generations.

Our impressive MATZEVAH marker 
is now available for purchase. It is 
cast in solid bronze, measuring 5x7 
inches, and can be attached to new or 
existing tombstones. The cost of each 
marker is $125. Additional donations 
are gratefully appreciated.

Let us buy the marker now and leave 
instructions in our wills for its use. 
This will enable every one of us to 
leave on this earth visible proof of our 
miraculous survival and an everlasting 
legacy of the Holocaust.

The cost of each marker is US $125 
including shipping & handling. 

Make checks payable to: 
American Gathering

and mail to:
American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust 

Survivors and Their Descendants
122 West 30th Street, Suite 205

New York, NY 10001                    
Please allow sixty (60) days for delivery.

Name ________________________________
Address_______________________________
City ___________________State __ Zip ____
Phone________________________________
Number of Markers ______________
Total Amount Enclosed $__________

Fla. of! cial calls for wire 
fee waiver on Holocaust 
reparations
(JTA) — Florida’s chief " nancial of" cer called on 
his state’s " nancial institutions to waive wire transfer 
fees charged to Holocaust survivors for receiving 
reparations.

“The transfer fee on Holocaust reparation 
payments essentially amounts to a 10 percent tax 
on each payment a survivor receives, a signi" cant 
burden considering that the vast majority rely on 
these payments to make ends meet,” Jeff Atwater 
said in West Palm Beach. 

In partnership with the Florida Bankers 
Association and the League of Southeastern Credit 
Unions, Atwater wrote a letter asking the chief 
executive of" cers of the " nancial institutions doing 
business in Florida to sign a commitment pledge to 
voluntarily waive the wire transfer or processing fees 
on Holocaust-related reparations.

The fees range from $10 to $40 per transaction.
Seventeen " nancial institutions with more than 

1,800 branches statewide already have pledged to 
waive wire transfer fees for Holocaust survivors, 
according to Atwater’s of" ce.

About 12,500 Florida Holocaust survivors and 
their families receive about $300 to $350 in monthly 
reparation payments. involved—they do not consider themselves as 

having collaborated,” he explained.
“This museum, which will cover global 

Holocaust history but will have a special section 
on Italy, will speak directly to Italians, and not just 
Italian Jews,” he continued.

“When the Nazis, aided by Italian Fascists, 
raided the ghetto of Rome on October 16, 1943, 
they knew very well what the fate of all the 1,125 
deported would be,” he asserted, adding, “We will be 
telling a story that will, unfortunately, unveil a black 
heart, but the formation of contemporary Italian 
identity—including that of new immigrants—must 
incorporate this knowledge.”

The museum will be divided into three sections: 
archives, a library and a vast video collection. It will 
cost approximately $30 million.

The section on Italy promises to draw extreme 
interest, with documentation on the country’s most 
famous controversial wartime issues. It will explore 
both the positive and negative roles of the Vatican—
its proverbial silence during the 1943 deportations, 
contrasted with the opening of its institutions to 

thousands of Jewish refugees; and its helping Jews 
by providing false documents, but also helping Nazis 
! ee to South America after the war. Evidence will 
be shown regarding traitors, as well as Righteous 
Italians who risked their lives to save Jewish fellow 
citizens.

The conversion and resignation of Rome’s 
chief rabbi, Israel Zolli (later known as Eugenio, 
Pope Pius XII’s " rst name), at the height of Nazi 
persecutions will be addressed, as will the stories of 
many other Italian rabbis who, unlike Zolli, stayed 
on to care for their communities until their bitter end 
as martyrs, will also be shown.

Another section will focus on the ongoing 
work of Patrick Desbois, a Catholic priest who has 
uncovered and dug up previously unknown and 
hidden mass graves in northeastern Europe where 
Nazis murdered over 1.5 million Jews in the towns 
and hamlets of Poland, Ukraine, Belarus, Russia and 
other countries.

Pezzetti and Leone Paserman—president of the 

Shoah Museum Foundation—plan to characterize 
the new museum as a place for research and work-
in progress, particularly for students and teachers. 
Courses will be organized, and there will be many 
temporary exhibitions and events.

The mass murder of gypsies, the mentally 
and physically disabled, homosexuals, political 
prisoners, Catholics, Jehovah’s Witnesses and others 
will also be part of the permanent exhibition.

In addition, there will be events touching on 
the Holocaust’s relevance to more recent history, 
linking it with knowledge of other genocides and 
racist persecutions such as in North Africa under 
the colonialist powers, Armenia, Biafra, Sudan, 
Communist Russia, and China under Mao Zedong. 
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When I heard that William J. Lowenberg had 
died, I recalled the conversation we had had about 
his last journey to Poland.

President George W. Bush had appointed him to 
represent him at the 65th anniversary of the Warsaw 
Ghetto Uprising in April 2008. 
As presidential delegates go, 
Lowenberg was a natural choice. 
A native of Holland, his of" ce 
still has a picture of his hometown 
synagogue on his wall along with 
his picture with presidents and 
prime ministers, all the signs of 
his stature and achievement.

Lowenberg was a survivor 
of Auschwitz, and he was vice 
chairman of the United States 
Memorial Council during its 
most formative years, 1982 to 
1993, appointed by President 
Ronald Reagan to oversee the 
development of the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum.

It was during this period that 
funds for the construction of the 
Museum were raised, the building was erected and 
the permanent exhibition was created and the museum 
was opened to the public.

“It was the opportunity of a lifetime,” Lowenberg 
said, “an opportunity and an achievement worthy of 

a lifetime.”
The 2008 trip was Lowenberg’s " rst visit to 

Poland since World War II.
A teenage boy incarcerated in Auschwitz, he had 

scrupulously avoided setting foot on Polish soil in 
the years since — despite the many pilgrimages that 
the S.F.-based Jewish Community Federation and 
National Jewish leadership had taken, despite the call 
of duty for the Holocaust Memorial Museum.

He told me, almost casually, that he had been to 
Warsaw 64 1/2 years ago. 

Only one steeped in Holocaust history could 
understand what he meant.

Lowenberg was in Auschwitz when the Warsaw 
Ghetto rose in rebellion in 1943. Deported from 

Holland, he faced selektion (selection of inmates for 
execution or slave labor). Young and able bodied, 
he was capable of hard work and he was chosen for 
labor. No one survived Auschwitz alone, and Lo-
wenberg had an older friend who guided him and 
supported him.

His friend and he were among the prisoners sent 
from Auschwitz to clear the rubble of the Warsaw 

Ghetto, after the Germans 
responded to the uprising by 
burning down the entire ghetto, 
building by building, block by 
block.

Lowenberg and his friend 
had vo lunteered for  the 
assignment, hoping — perhaps 

against their better judgment — that is was wise to 
get out of Auschwitz, gambling that this time the 
Germans were not lying to them. They had no idea 
what they were getting themselves into.

When he arrived in Warsaw, the ghetto was in 

ruins. Bodies were strewn about, and beneath the 
rubble were even more bodies of Jews who had built 
hiding places and who were asphyxiated by the world 
burning above them. One tries of imagine what a 
16-year-old boy faced, and the more one tries, the 
more one fails.

Even Lowenberg could not describe what he saw; 
words eluded him but not the sense of astonishment, 
not the sense of loss.

He had lived through Auschwitz and seen all he 
had seen. He arrived in Warsaw and had to comb the 
ruins brick-by-brick, body-by-body.

So as he returned to Warsaw in 2008 — reluctantly 
yet de" antly — he saw the contrast between the ruins 
of his imagination and a city that is thriving amidst 

WILLIAM  J. LOWENBERG, z”l
by DR. MICHAEL  BERENBAUM

the prosperity of the post-communist years. He saw 
a building boom.

As a developer in the company of another 
developer who saw the opportunities of the future, 
Lowenberg could not escape the rubble of the past.
He could not invest in Poland’s future or see his 
own future in Poland. On that soil, he could only 
perform his task representing his adopted homeland 
and the president of these United States. And then 
return home to the land of his freedom, the land of 
his rebirth.

He attended the ceremonies and heard the 
speeches by the Polish president and prime minister, 

Israeli President Shimon Peres and 
other representatives from the United 
States. He was there, but somehow also 
not there.

And yet, on American soil, all 
Lowenberg wanted to talk about was 
the future.

He was to attend the gala pre-
opening of Contemporary Jewish 
Museum in San Francisco. He was 
upset by the scandals in Israeli politics. 
He was concerned about the Iranian 

threat to Israel. Survivors have learned to take threats 
seriously — and promises far more lightly.

He was proud of the work that he did with the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum and the way it had 
served the cause of remembrance, the children who 
were visiting the museum and learning about the past. 
They would shape the future; they would remember.

It was not easy to return, but it was clear to see the 

distance he had traveled from the ashes of Auschwitz 
and rubble of the ruined ghetto to a suite high above 
San Francisco — the distance he had traveled and the 
distance the Jewish people had traveled in the 64 1/2 
years since he had last set foot in Warsaw.

Michael Berenbaum is the director of the Sigi Ziering 
Center for the Study of the Holocaust and Ethics and a 
professor of Jewish studies at American Jewish University. 
He held several major roles during the creation of the 
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum  where he worked with 
William Lowenberg on an almost daily basis.

The American Gathering mourns the passing of its Honorary Senior Vice President, William Lowenberg, z”l.

worldwide. Elan Steinberg of the American Gathering 
of Jewish Holocaust Survivors estimates that around 
120,000 are living in the United States today, with 
the largest clusters of survivors located in and around 
New York, Miami and Los Angeles. 

Forer-Dehrey said that JFS, which has been 
serving Holocaust survivors for 25 years, is now 
attracting a new batch of clients. “There’s a whole 
other group that we haven’t met, because they haven’t 
needed our services, that are now walking through 
our doors,” she said. 

Though most survivors are learning about the 
ZRBG pensions from organizations like JFS, the 
word is spreading in other ways. Jerry Sheehan is an 
attorney in the New York of" ce of Manatt, Phelps & 
Phillips who specializes in insurance regulation and 
has personally " led a large number — in the “high 
20s” — of ZRBG applications. Like many of those 

involved in the project, he has also trained other 
lawyers how to do this work. 

Sheehan said he once met a potential applicant 
who brought one of her friends, another survivor, with 
her to the meeting. The " rst client had brought it up 
during a card game, Sheehan said, and the second 
would-be client took note. “She said, ‘Well, gee, 
maybe I’ll show up at the same time, and they’ll take 
me.’ And we did, naturally,” Sheehan said. 

Each ZRBG pension means something different 
to each survivor. “In some cases, it helps them not 
have to choose between buying food and " lling their 
prescriptions,” Kobulnick said. “In other cases, it 
helps them provide a gift for a grandchild.” 

The clients are understandably grateful. “I get 
very nice letters, phone calls and voicemail messages 
from clients quite regularly when they get these 
results,” Kobulnick said. 

But the lawyers are appreciative as well. David 
Lash, who ran Bet Tzedek for nine years before 

moving to O’Melveny & Myers to run the " rm’s 
national pro-bono program, said that the lawyers he 
speaks with — Jewish and non-Jewish — are just as 
enthusiastic about their experiences working with the 
Holocaust-survivor clients.

“The responses I have gotten from the lawyers 
who have taken on clients in this project have almost 
unanimously been to the effect that this is the most 
emotionally rewarding and compelling thing that they 
have done as lawyers,” Lash said. 

cont’d from p. 9
Holocaust survivors win modest pensions
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GERDA BERGER
Gerda Berger née Awin, 
was born in Vienna, Austria 
on February 16, 1930. She 
was one of the many Jewish 
Holocaust survivors who 
sought refuge in Shanghai, 
China in 1939 where she 

met and married Ernest (Ernst) Berger. She was the 
only sister of her older brother, Leo Awin, and the 
daughter of Ignatz and Helene Awin, who operated a 
well known soup kitchen in the Jewish Hongkew area.  

In 1947, Gerda immigrated to the U.S. and lived 
in San Francisco, Pittsburgh and New York before 
she settled in St. Louis. She raised four children to 
be people of whom she was very proud. She lived in 
her home in University City for " fty-two years and 
paid for it through a lot of hard work. 

Like so many elderly Shoah Survivors, she 
worked very long hours to make ends meet until she 
retired at the age of 72. She was independent and 
would never accept more money from her family 
and children than was considered appropriate for 
a Chanukah or birthday present. Every day, she 
modeled not only the independence that meant so 
much to her, but also resourcefulness, gratitude, 
strength, courage, perseverance, generosity, a giving 
spirit and a strong Old Country, Jewish sensibility.  

Gerda Berger contributed " nancially to all good 
causes that solicited her support. She was a board 
member and integral part of merging the historic 
synagogue Beth HaMedrosh Hagodal with Sha’arei 
Chesed to become Beth HaMedrosh Hagodol Sha’arei 
Chesed Shul aka U. City Shul.   

Gerda Berger touched more people’s lives than 
even her family realized. From her neighbors to her 
children’s and grandchildren’s friends, people were 
affected by her. She was so unique.

Gerda Berger died on October 5, 2010.

EVA PECHTNER BLATT
Eva Pechtner Blatt, was born 
in Lwow, Poland, November 
20, 1920, and died, just two 
days before her 90th birthday, 
November 18, 2010. During 
the war years, Eva struggled 
in Russia where she endured 
and survived many hardships. 
She emerged as the sole 
survivor of her family.

   After the war, Eva went to France and lived there 
for six years; in 1951 she came to America. Eva will 
always be remembered for her strength,courage, 
wisdom and love of family. She was a wonderful 
mother, grandmother and Bubba to her Danielle.

SAMUEL FELDMAN
Samuel Feldman of Bayside, New York, survivor, 
beloved father and honored grandfather and great-
grandfather, passed away in Hallandale, Florida, on 
February 27, 2011, age 91.   

He  was  born  in 
the very small town of 
Wiskitki, Poland, one of 
eight children living in 
a two-room apartment. 
Sam survived the Warsaw 
Ghetto, the concentration 
camps Majdanek, Radom, 
Budzin, and Vaihingen 
der Enz, numerous slave 
labor gangs, and one death 

march. Like all survivors, he endured extraordinary 
hardships and great suffering, heartbreaking tales 
which he shared with his children and grandchildren, 
but which always ended with his survival. Stricken 
with typhus at the end of the war, Sam was liberated 
by the French Army on April 8, 1945, the only 
survivor of his entire family.

Sam spent the immediate postwar years in the 
Displaced Persons camp in Stuttgart, Germany.  
Detained a few days before Rosh Hashanah for 
illegally selling cigarettes, Sam promised the 
American jail of" cer that, if released for the High 
Holidays, he would return after to " ll out his sentence. 
When Sam dutifully presented himself at the jail 
after Yom Kippur, the American of" cer laughed in 
amazement and insisted that Sam tell the story of 
his experiences to the other Americans working in 
the camp. From then on he worked for the American 
army as a liaison to the Jewish community. 

Sam met Celia Henick, a survivor from Lodz, 
Poland, while walking down the street in Stuttgart.  
Just before she left for America Sam’s friends threw 
him an “engagement party” in which Celia promised 
to wait for him. A few months later, on Labor Day 
1946, Sam arrived at Pier 34 in New York.  Sam and 
Celia were married on November 29, 1947, the very 
same day that the United Nations voted to create a 
Jewish state in Palestine—an event that precipitated 
Sam’s lifelong commitment to Zionism and Israeli 
philanthropic causes.

In 1948 Sam purchased a small delicatessen 
against the advice of his broker, who worried that Sam 
would lose all of his life’s savings. Sam replied that 
he had already lost his whole family and if he loses 
the money, he will simply start all over again.  The 
business was a big success, slowly expanding to four 
stores in Manhattan. He served ordinary New Yorkers, 
famous celebrities, and international diplomats – and 
even struck up a friendship with Abba Eban, who had 
breakfast in the deli every morning when he served 
as Israel’s ambassador to the United Nations. The 33 
years Sam spent in the deli business, he later said, 
were “my sweet struggle.”

ABRAHAM  CHAIM GLASS
Abraham Chaim Glass passed away on Nov 18, 
2010 in Dallas, TX.  He was born in Kielce, Poland 
on July 6, 1923. At 16 years of age he was taken by 
the Germans to the labor camps. He was in several 
concen-tration camps, including Auschwitz.  A19070 
was the number tattooed on his arm as a reminder of 
his loss. He lost his entire family in the war. His loss 
haunted him his entire life. 

But his life changed the day he met the love 
of his life, Masha Melnik. They met as orphans in 
Italy and would begin their new life together on 
November 27, 1946. They had two daughters and 
arrived in America in 1951. Abe started his own 
headboard manufacturing business with Masha in 
1962 in Cleveland, Ohio. He won an award from 
Serta Matress as Best Supplier of the year. We were 

all so proud of my father. No one made a headboard 
more beautiful and stronger than he.

Abe had a generous heart—always giving 
headboards away to those who didn’t have the 
money and always supported Jewish and non Jewish 
organizations generously his whole life.

Abe’s favorite thing to do was walking. He walked 
everyday in Florida and was even photographed by 
the St. Petersburg newspaper as he walked early in 
the morning at the mall. The most important lesson 
my father taught me was how to love his children and 
grandchildren. My father worked so hard and saved 
so much so he could give my sister and I a better life 
than he had.

MARILYN HENRY
By Michael Berenbaum 
and Jeanette Friedman
Marilyn Henry was the 
quintessential old-school 
girl reporter — more 
Hildy Johnson in His 
Girl Friday than Brenda 
Starr. Her laser-sharp 
brain could cut through 

the most complex philosophical, " nancial, legal, 
religious and arcane data to get to the heart of a story. 
Her two masterworks were Twice Stolen, an almost-
" nished book project, aborted by her death, about 
looted art from the Holocaust era, and Confronting 
the Perpetrators: A History of the Claims Conference, 
which tells about the organization responsible for 
negotiations and allocations of restituted funds and 
property.

Henry died of cancer on March 1, four days shy of 
turning 58. She was smart and deep, and no naïf. She 
was feisty enough to hold her own with Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton, or to work with then 
Manhattan District Attorney Robert Morgenthau, who 
praised her upon her death as “a remarkable person 
and a great reporter.” 

Henry also served as rebbitzen of the synagogue 
of her husband, Rabbi Shammai Engelmayer, in 
Cliffside Park, N.J. 

EUGENE LANDA
Eugene Landa, 91, of Springfield, N.J., died on 
Sunday, March 13, 2011. 

A Holocaust survivor and immigrant to the 
United States, Landa was born in Romania, the fourth 
and youngest child of a traditional Jewish family. He 
was educated in both religious and secular studies 
and received a master’s degree in agriculture and 
animal husbandry. 

At the age of 20 Mr. Landa was taken to serve in 
various forced labor camps and then on the Russian 
Front. In 1944 he returned only to be deported 
with his family. While in the concentration camps 
he worked endlessly to ease the life of many other 
prisoners. Although most of his family perished in 
the Holocaust, he was able to bring his father home 
to Romania. 

Landa married Miriam Katz  in 1952 and they 
had a son, Peter. They were able to leave Romania 
and immigrate to the United States, where they had 
their second child, Annie. Eugene and Miriam raised 
both children in the U.S., where they rebuilt their 
lives and families.Throughout his life he was active 
in many Jewish organizations, especially the B’nai 
Zion of New York.
Star Ledger
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HENRY MARKSTEIN
Henry  Markste in , 
f r o m  P a r k l a n d s , 
Northampton, who ! ed 
Austria with his family 
aged just three during 
the rise of Hitler, died 
aged 75 at home with 
his family on April 7.

The Chronicle has 
previously reported the incredible story of Mr 
Markstein and his family’s journey to England to 
escape the Holocaust shortly before the outbreak of 
World War Two. He recalled the story of how his 
father " rst ! ed to Czechoslovakia crawling on his 
hands and knees before a short while later summoning 
his son and wife, who were also able to cross illegally. 
The family then sought sanctuary in England via an 
af" davit, which was hard to come by, and settled in 
Northampton where Mr Markstein’s father was posted 
in the British Army.

In an interview to mark Holocaust Memorial 
Day last year, Mr Markstein said: “The Holocaust 
was carried out by a people who were looked up 
to for their culture. The moral is hate the Germans’ 
grandfathers and great-grandfathers for what they did, 
and never ever forget it. You do not forgive it – but 
do not tar the present generation with the same brush.

“Holocaust Memorial Day is not going to bring 
six million people back to life but it will always be 
an example of racism, hatred and the capability of 
man’s inhuman action to man.”
Northampton Chronicle

ETHEL ROSENGARTEN
Ethel Rosengarten (nee Reich), died April 20, 2009. 
She was born in Berlin, Germany. After her marriage, 
she moved to Kassel, Germany. They lived in hid-
ing in Brussels, Belgium during World War II. She, 
her husband and eldest daughter were all Holocaust 
survivors. In 1949, they immigrated to New York 
City where they lived for 40 years before moving 
to Highland Park, New Jersey. Her husband Ulrich 
died in 1974.

HERBERT 
HERSCHEL 
TUCHMAN
Born in Stropkov, 
Slovakia, Herbert 
Herschel Tuchman, a 
watchmaker by trade, 
lived the stereotypical 
Orthodox Jewish life 

of the shtetl until it was shattered by World War 
II.The day after his arrest in Stropkov, Herschel, sole 
survivor of his family, managed to escape and began 
an odyssey that took him from town to town in his 
quest to stay alive. In one of those towns he met a 
beautiful girl, Mindel Magid, and they fell in love. 
Though they were separated by war—Mindel and 
her family managed to escape to Mandate Palestine 
a mere six weeks before the Nazis invaded Romania; 
their love sustained them through Herschel’s darkest 
hours.

With the war " nally ended, Herschel and those of 
his extended family who survived pulled themselves 
together. Herschel did the only thing he could: He 
took up his father’s watch business.When he built 
a respectable nest egg, he caught the " rst available 
! ight to Palestine to reunite with his beloved Mindel. 

They married within a matter of weeks and soon 
began the Tuchman family. 

Doing business around the world opened the 
doors to many opportunities and Herschel stepped 
right in, establishing himself as one of the most 
successful watch importers in America. At the same 
time, he never forgot his roots and raised a  family 
in a Jewish lifestyle that was true to his Yichus, the 
distinguished heritage of his family’s rabbinical 
lineage. 

His book, The Hands of Time, is the story of 
Mindel and Herschel  as told by a father to his children 
and grandchildren. It is also Herschel’s  legacy.

. 
The Claims Conference obtained increased 

payments in its two pension programs for survivors. 
As of April 1, the Article 2 Fund monthly payments 
will increase from €291 to €300, for a total yearly 
annual increase of €5.5 million in payments 
(approximately $7.8 million annually). The Central 
and Eastern European Fund monthly payments 
will increase from €240 to €260, for a total annual 
increase in payments of €2.8 million (approximately 
$3.9 million).

In total, the Claims Conference obtained an 
additional €8.3 million (approximately $11.7 million) 
in annual pension payments.

The criteria for Article 2 and CEEF payments 
currently stipulate that incarceration in a ghetto 
had to have been for at least 18 months in order to 
meet eligibility requirements for payment. In the 
negotiations, the German government agreed to 
review on an individual case by case basis the claims 
from survivors who were in a ghetto for less than 18 
months to determine if, when reviewing the totality 
of their persecution and other factors, they are cases 
of special hardship. 

The Claims Conference stated that Nazi victims 
who survived in permanent fear of death in a ghetto 

should not have to prove 18 months persecution as 
every single day living under these conditions should 
be recognized.

Greg Schneider, Claims Conference Executive 
Vice President, took German government of" cials 
to visit Holocaust victims in Brooklyn, New York 
before the recent negotiations.

The Claims Conference obtained Article 2 Fund 
pensions for approximately 100 survivors who 
had previously been ineligible because they had 
already received more than DM35,000 in German 
government compensation payments in the 1950s 
and 60s. The Claims Conference negotiated for these 
payments because the persecution suffered by these 
survivors was generally extremely severe but they 
were excluded from lifetime pensions. 

Several open issues were referred to a joint 
German government and Claims Conference working 
group whose mandate is to make recommendations 
for the next negotiating session, which Germany 
agreed would be convened in November 2011. 

The Claims Conference negotiating delegation 
comprises Special Negotiator Amb. Stuart Eizenstat; 
Holocaust survivor leaders Roman Kent, Ben 
Helfgott, Noach Flug, and Marian Turski; Rabbi 
Andrew Baker and Amb. Reuven Merhav; and Claims 
Conference Executive Vice President Greg Schneider 
and Special Consultant Saul Kagan.

Claims Conference
cont’d from p. 3

He moved to Raleigh in North Carolina, 
where he had a family of his own. He made it his 
mission to visit schools and community groups to 
talk about his  experiences and co-wrote a book, 
Chosen for Destruction: The Story of a Holocaust 
Survivor. 

His seven children, 18 grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren all gathered for the special 
dinner.

He told: ‘Everything you do in life should 
be done right. I also learned never to lose faith, 
never give up. You are the future of the greatest 
country in the world. It’s in your hands, and you 
must make sure this never happens again, not only 
to Jewish people, but any other people on earth.’

He told CNN: “My little granddaughter 
mentioned to me last week, ‘I’m so grateful that 
you are here, because if wasn’t for you I wouldn’t 
be born.’

“She’s only eight years old; it’s just amazing.”

‘I learned never to lose faith’
cont’d from p. 11

SS man who arrested Anne 
Frank worked for BND after 
the war
THE SS OFFICER responsible for the arrest of 
Anne Frank was one of many Nazis employed by 
Germany's Bundesnachrichtendienst (BND) foreign 
intelligence agency after World War II, Focus 
recently reported.

The magazine said Karl Josef Silberbauer 
worked as a con" dential informant and recruiter for 
the BND, according to evidence found by Hamburg 
journalist and author Peter-Ferdinand Koch in US 
archives. 

Silberbauer was a feared interrogation specialist 
who spent years working as an informant for the 
foreign intelligence agency. Earlier, he worked 
for the Organisation Gehlen, a forerunner of the 
BND. During the war, he held the rank of SS-
Oberscharführer.

Anne Frank and her family went into hiding 

with four other Jews starting in 1942. Operating 
on a tip-off, SS of" cers raided their secret annex in 
August 1944. 

Anne Frank was sent to Auschwitz before her 
transfer to Bergen-Belsen concentration camp. She 
died of typhus, aged 15, in March 1945, shortly 
before the war ended.

The strong network of former SS of" cers in 
Germany's foreign intelligence agency is the subject 
of a new book by Koch, titled Enttarnt.

According to his research, up to 200 former 
employees of Adolf Hitler's Reichssicherheits-
hauptamt (RSHA), the main Reich security of" ce, 
worked for the BND, based near Munich in Pullach, 
at one time or another. 

Members of the SS Totenkopfverbände, the 
units charged with running the Nazi concentration 
camps, also reportedly worked for the foreign 
intelligence agency.

The Local/arp 
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FROM ALL-
GENERATIONS, 
Inc. 

SERENA WOOLRICH, 
PRESIDENT AND FOUNDER   
PLEASE SEND RELEVANT RESPONSES TO: 
allgenerations@aol.com

From  LARRY WAYNE (LUTEK WEINTRAUB), a Survivor 
in Boca Raton, FL:
I am originally from Lodz, Poland. We had the most 
Survivors from the Holocaust, but I have heard 
practically nothing from them. I was liberated from 
Buchenwald on April 11th. I think there are a lot of 
Survivors from Lodz in Allgenerations and I would 
like very much to hear from somebody.
Please contact me at: lbwmbw@aol.com.

From HELENE ALALOUF, a 2g in Yonkers, NY:
I just discovered from the USHMM that my mother was 
in the Lodz Ghetto. Unfortunately we lost our mother 
last year. I would appreciate hearing from anyone 
to learn of life in the ghetto as mom never spoke of 
it to me. My mother was: Chaja (Chajka) Szmit, 
born 11/17/1924 in Pabianice, Poland. Her parents 
were: Bernard Szmit and Hendele Pazanowski. Her 
siblings were: Monic (Manyek),  Israel (Salik), and 
Bella. I can be reached at:  HAlalouf@aol.com.

From PAWEL SMOLENSKI, a journalist in Warsaw, 
Poland:
I am a journalist for the Gazeta Wyborcza in 
Warsaw, Poland,  the largest newspaper in Poland 
(which I also founded);  before that I was with 
the underground independent press.I am looking for 
any information (and perhaps photos) for an article I 
am writing about Rachela Jablonka, who survived 
the Holocaust in the village of Ryczolek (Ritszolek), 
near Kaluszyn and Minsk Mazowiecki, Poland. She 
was killed by Tadeusz Mroczek (who had helped 
her during the war) in November 1946 (something 
similar to “Othello” but in the atmosphere of postwar 
Polish-Jewish relations). If anyone in Allgenerations 
has any information or knowledge about Rachela 
Jablonka, and is willing to share it,  please contact me 
via e-mail at: pawel.smolenski@agora.pl.

From THOMAS (TOM) VENETIANER, a Survivor in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil:  
For over four years I have been writing a book about 
the Holocaust in Slovakia, which will be complete 
with illustrations. Its provisionary title is, Genocide in 
Slovakia: An Illustrated Chronicle of the Holocaust in 
Slovak Territory.  I am planning to include testimonies 
of Holocaust Survivors who spent those dreadful years 
in the Slovak territory (not including the part that had 
been seized by Hungary in November 1938). This is 
the reason why I am sending you this request. If there 
are Survivors (or if you know know of a Survivor) 
in Allgenerations willing to write a brief narrative 
about his or her ordeal, I would be very interested in 
hearing from them. Also, if there are 2g’s and 3g’s 
who perhaps are in possession of such testimonies 
from their deceased parents or grandparents, and are 
willing to share them with me, I would appreciate it 
very much.
Please contact me via e-mail at: TOM.VENE@BOL.
COM.BR 

From GAIL  WOLOVITS HOCHMAN, a 2g in New Jersey:
I wanted to know how I could " nd out the date that 

my father’s sister, Adel Wolovits Biedermann, from 
Kishvarda, Hungary, was deported to Auschwitz. I 
believe she was deported straight from Kishvarda to 
Auschwitz.

From WALERIAN DOMANSKI, a Survivor in Rochester 
Hills,  MI:
 I am searching for Mariette Birencwajg (b. 12-1-
1938 in Brussels, Belgium) and Fryda Birencwajg (b. 
2-10- 1942 in Brussels, Belgium), daughters of Abe 
Birencwajg, my cousin. He was the son of Joseph and 
Estera Bialowas born in the city of Tomashow, Poland. 
He probably emigrated from Belgium between 1950 
to 1951 to France,  the USA or Brazil. In my hands 
is a letter from 12-11-1948 from him to my father,  
informing him that soon he is leaving Belgium and 
will meet his sister in the USA.

From MAJOR (RET.)  MARCEL HANCE, in Lanester, 
France:
I am seeking Holocaust Survivors who were helped 
to evade persecution in France by my late father, 
Georges Hance, who warned them of imminent arrest 
or provided them with false identi" cation papers. My 
father was not Jewish, but as a civilian police of" cer 
in the town of Toul in eastern France (Muerthe-et-
Moselle region), he stole old of" cial stamps to make 
false documents in order to help, in clandestine work, 
Jews, as well as socialists, communists, free masons, 
and escaped prisoners-of-war in places such as the 
nearby camp of Ecrouves, to escape in the direction 
of  what was called the “Zone Libre.”  His clandestine 
work resulted in his arrest and deportation in 1942; he 
was arrested by the Abwehr and given to the Gestapo.
He was harshly treated—he was treated as a Night and 
Fog (Nacht und Nebel) prisoner. I was a 4-5 year old 
boy when he was arrested, the 8th of October 1942. He 
barely survived the ordeal of several camps. He came 
back alive in 1945 (weighing around 66 pounds) and 
died among his family in 1993. I am 93 years old and 
the purpose of my search is to complete the story of 
my father (published in French at: http://www.ajpn.
org/personne-Georges-Hance-1910.html)) to keep his 
memory for my descendants.

From JAKOB MARIENFELD in Berlin, Germany:  
We are taking a history course in Berlin, Germany, 
and we want to build ten “Stolpersteine” (“Stumbling 
Blocks”). These are small brass stones that are 
embedded in pavement. They are laid down in 
memory of Jews who were killed. We are looking for 
information about the Zellner family who were killed:
Berth Zellner; Ellice Zellner; Gittel Zellner.

From NANCY FOX, a " lmmaker in Nashville, Tennessee:
I am searching for any Holocaust Survivor, who 
lived in the village of Uszew (Ushef), Poland, to 
testify to Yad Vashem on behalf of a Polish Catholic 
resident of Uszew named Aldabert Wojciech Kotwis 
(Kot" sa), who is being considered for the “Righteous 
Gentile” designation. The village of Uszew is part of 
the town of Gnojnik in Brzesko County, Poland. Mr. 
Kotwis risked his life by hiding seven 
Jewish members of the Federgrun 
and Goldberger families. He hid 
them on his farm for four years from 
1941-1944. In 1944 the 78 year -old 
Mr. Kotwis was caught and killed by 
German gendarmes, as were six of 
the Jews he was hiding. They were 
Pinkas Federgrun, Chaskel and Toni 
Goldberger and their three children. 
Local Polish residents of Uszew 

testi" ed to this matter, and also that an additional 
person named Janek Goldberger escaped, never to be 
seen again.     

From KATHARINE GORSUCH, Artistic and Creative 
Director, The Foundation for Holocaust Education 
Projects, in Hollywood, FL:
Newly recovered records indicate that Berek 
Leitenberg (Burl/Berl/Bertran/(Lajtenberg) survived. 
In 1939, he and his family lived in Bedzin, Poland: 
his wife, Gitla (Estrailer) and children, Brindl, 
Samek, Yosef, and Ksyl Jecheskel (Hebrew name 
Keyed Yechezkel) who also survived, immigrated to 
Israel. Kysl Jecheskel looked for years, but eventually 
with no information found, he presumed Berek 
perished.  He  “stopped looking or gave up,” and at 
his age we feel it is our responsibility to look for him. 
Berek Leitenburg (Lajtenberg) was in Bad Worishofen 
DP Camp (outside Munich) in 1947.  He went to Israel 
in December 1938 or January 1939 (the Jewish Agency 
of Palestine con" rms this).A female “Leitenberg” 
signed immediately after his name, perhaps suggesting 
a wife? We understand that he resided in Pardes 
Chana, Israel. We believe that around 1956 he came 
to the US, but we have no further information. We 
know his birth date was on or about March 15, 1901 
and that he was likely born in Polzne, which today is 
Polczyn-Jdroj, near the town of Szczecin or in Slawku 
(near Szczekociny). It is not likely that Berek would 
be alive today, but we hope a new family was created 
and Berek would have children who could meet Kysl 
Jecheskel and share life, stories, etc.  FHEP e-mail: 
holocausteducationprojects@gmail.com

From MAX HERZEL, a Survivor in Birmingham, AL:
I am searching for information about the Herzl family 
from Stanislawow (previously in Poland) which is now 
called Ivand-Frankivsk, in the Ukraine. I am looking 
for my father, Oscar Herzel’s, brothers, sister and 
families. They all remained in Stanislawow during 
WWII. We have not found any trace of them due to 
the fact we only know that their last name is spelled, 
“Herzl” (my father’s name got changed to “Herzel” 
when he moved to Belgium). My father died in 
Buchenwald in February 1945. He was sent there from 
Auschwitz where he must have spent about two years.
He was sent to the Bolzano camp in Italy when trying 
to escape.   

From KAE KNIGHT, a 2g and chairperson of the 
speakers’ bureau for The Phoenix Holocaust Survivors’ 
Association, in Phoenix, Arizona:
I am interested in " nding the sister of my aunt who 
was deported from Krakow, Poland; we suspected 
that she may have been sent to Treblinka. Her name 
was Ida Elbinger.

From MEYER LACHMAN, A Survivor in New York:
We are searching for information about the Lachman 
family. My father’s name was Avroham Lachman 
and my mother’s name was Miriam (Gold) Lachman, 
originally from Drzewica, Poland (moved to Warsaw). 

Brothers’ names were Moshe and 
Nachman; and sisters were Gittel 
and Yocheved.

From ESIA BARAN  FRIEDMAN , a 
Survivor in West Hartford, CT:  
I am looking for Selma Gans, who 
was a young girl with me in the 
Bindermichael DP camp in Vienna, 
Austria. She left me her address in 
Chicago.
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An Urgent 
Appeal
to Our
Readers

Please make a meaningful, 
tax deductible 

contribution payable to the 
ªAmerican Gathering.º  

Thank you.

American Gathering, 122 West 30th Street, Suite 205, New York, NY 10001

Name:
___________________________________________________________________________
Address:
___________________________________________________________________________
City:     State:  Zip:       Phone:
___________________________________________________________________________

q Mastercard q Visa q American Express q Discover Amount: 
____________________ 

Dear Friends,

The American Gathering is your organization, and 
your generous contributions help us to carry out our 
unique mission. 

As you know, for the past 27 years, the American 
Gathering, the largest umbrella organization of 
survivors, has been at the forefront of all issues 
pertaining to survivors and their families. This past 

year has been no exception despite the 
challenges of extraordinary dif" culties 
and confrontations.

If you can, please consider 
increasing your contribution to re! ect 
the increased needs of our community. 
If you did not yet send in your annual 
contribution, please consider doing so at 
whatever amount you are comfortable 
with.  As described below, contributors 
of $500 or more will be acknowledged 
and listed in our newspaper, Together.

As survivors and their families, 
we are painfully aware of the toll 
that the bleak economy has taken on 
our available resources. Nevertheless, 

we are determined to continue our work. We 
know that together, with thanks to your generous 
contribution, we will be able to insure that our " ght 
for remembrance will live on. With your generous 
support and that of the more than 80,000 survivor 
families who make up our organization, we will 
be able to continue our critical work in the coming 
year and build on our 
past accomplishments.

This past year alone, 
we have:

· Continued to represent 
survivors’ interests at 
diplomatic conferences 
and negotiations in Europe 
and Washington to secure 
and increase reparations 
and  res t i - tu t ion  fo r 
those victimized by Nazi 
persecution and plunder.  
Of particu-lar note was 
our success in pressing 
G e r m a n y  t o  o b t a i n 
$77 million dollars for 
homecare and social services in 2010;

· Fought those who would deny the evils of the 
Holocaust, both here and abroad. 

· Ensured that survi-vors receive proper care and 
assistance through our work with social agencies 

like the Jewish Board of Family Services, Self-Help and Blue Card;
· Advocated our cause in newspapers and on television, with more than a 

dozen columns and hundreds of articles since the beginning of 2010;
· Through direct intervention with state of" cials in Maryland, brought about 

the legal end of the infamous and bogus sale of  so-called “Holocaust Torahs” 
that were fraudulently claimed  to have been found and rescued  from that period;

· Promoted Holocaust education, with the participation of Yad Vashem, the 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, and the new museum at Bergen-
Belsen, through our Summer Seminar Program on Holocaust and Jewish Resistance 
that takes American teachers to Poland, Germany, Israel and Washington to give 
them a personal appreciation of the Holocaust;

· Worked with the U.S. Justice Department in the search for and prosecution 
of Nazi criminals, culminating in a special Justice Department Human Rights 
Award recognizing our efforts;

· Brought members of the second and third generations together with survivors 
to strengthen our legacy and the lessons of Holocaust remembrance;

· Promoted the search for “lost survivors” sought by relatives friends, in 
cooperation with All-Generations, Inc., under the leadership of our regional vice 
president, Serena Woolrich;

· Continued the solemn observance of Yom Hashoah, Holocaust Remembrance 
Day, with the largest annual commemoration in the United States, in association 
with New York City’s Museum of Jewish Heritage -  A Living Memorial to the 
Holocaust;

· Maintained and updated the Benjamin and Vladka Meed Registry of Jewish 
Holocaust Survivors which now includes the records of over 185,000 survivors 
and their families who carne to North America after World War II;

· Disseminated Holocaust-related news and other items of interest to the 
survivor community on our website, www.americangathering.org.

In order to continue these important efforts, the American Gathering needs 
your ongoing " nancial commitment and support, NOW more than ever. We, too, 
are facing tremendous fundraising challenges but we are con" dent that we can 

count on you, our Survivor family, to help us continue 
to make the difference we do.

If you can increase your contribution please consider 
doing so. If you can’t, please know that any amount you 
are able to contribute will be greatly appreciated.

With your ongoing support comes a yearly 
subscription to Together, the largest publication 
in its field that reaches more than 80,000 survivor 
families, and which features news, opinions, notices of 
commemorations and other events, book reviews, 
searches, historical articles and personal reminiscences.

In addition, those who are able to contribute $500 
or more will be acknowledged and listed in Together as 
Benefactors, Patrons or Guardians (see the enclosed card 
for the levels for each of these categories).

As we continue to raise our voices to defend the 
dignity and address the needs of Holocaust survivors, we 

turn to you at this time of introspection and new beginnings to ask for your support 
for our ongoing efforts. Your generous, tax-exempt (U.S.) contribution to the 
American Gathering will help us greatly in our continued activities.

We thank you in advance for your generosity, and wish you and your families 
a restful, peaceful, healthy and safe summer.

The 
American 
Gathering  

now  accepts
Visa, 

Mastercard, 
American 

Express, and 
Discover by phone and in person 

for your convenience.
(212) 239-4230
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