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HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION YOM HASHOAH 5771 — OUR SACRED
TEMPLE EMANU-EL, NYC - May 1, 2011 OATH OF MEMORY
REMARKS BY ROMAN KENT BY SAM E. BLOCH

CHAIRMAN, AMERICAN GATHERING PRESIDENT, AMERICAN GATHERING
".ll -. ZACHOR GedenkRemembeRamientaj...This  For all of us, Yom Hashoah is indeed the Jewish nati
s was a word frequently uttered to us by our fatherg| day of mourning and remembrance that we obsg
P during the Holocaust. Today, more than seventyyery year with our families, children, grandchildre
years later, it appears that for us survivorswluied  friends and communities in an extraordinary spirit of
is indeed super!uous. For how could it be possibl getherness. We, the survivors of the Shoah, are the
for me, a survivor of Auschwitz, to forget even for nants of a slaughtered people, remnants of thousang

one moment the horri“c experiences endured in thgce 1ourishing communities all over Europe that we
concentration camps. Just witnessing the atrocitigsyyally destroyed and are no more.

committed at the gate entering Ausch_witz is MOre  \wjth our memories, propelled by our commitme
than enough to keep me awake at night until the, the remembrance of our past of which we are
end of time. surviving witnesses and by our faith in the future, d%

The brutality and bestiality that occurred daily i, ,ghts go back to the cities of slaughter, to the "res of

in the camps is indelibly etched in my mind. The look of pleasure and laughtergn ¢rematoria, to the ashes and mass-graves of our six million martyrs, and t
the faces of the murderers as they tortured innocent men, women, and childr 'Pal@es of our fallen "ghters

beyond description and will always linger in my consciousness. How can | er S€In a spirit of unity and solidarity we remember to remind the world of all

the sight of the living skpletons, still alive just skin and bOUeS'-’ How can ! ®¥fibse who perished—brutally murdered, lonely, and forsaken; all who kindlec
forget the smell of burning !esh that constantly "lled the air? Auschwitz was lames of resistance in the ghettoes, camps, hiding places and dense fore:

. © d f
E)Iac<§hwh¢r?hmaf1ny of ?S Eimeblnot knO\I/(vmg eachtpth?r n “tfr?’ bl;]t many of us Lﬁﬁ/vho perished on high seas !eeing from death and denied safe shores as a c«
ogether in the form ot white-biue Smoke emanating from the chimneys. indifferent world stood silently by without extending a helping hand.

The heartbreaking sobbing of the children, as tleye torn from their - A . ,

) ; . . o . The Nazis tried to destroy our human dignity, to efface every vestige o
mothers’ arms by the inhuman actions of their captors, will ring in my ears until : " . )
| am laid to rest umanity, to "Il us with horror and contempt for our fellow man - all this before

. - . taking our lives with such brutality. Yes, we remember all of this, not just on
Since one and a half million children were murdered, the few of us who wefe . . »
. . . om Hashoah but every day of our lives, with our prayers and our tears. “Eve
fortunate enough to survive the horror of the Holocaust can neither forgive

forget. Forgiveness can be granted only by the wheswere murdered, and they rl}q die in Auschwitz,” exclaimed one of our martyrs before execution “it would
are déad and their voices can no longer be heard ’ be as a human being who still believes in decency and mankind. | will hold on t
Although forgiveness is ours to grant, anyone who advocates that we forg‘fé(tdigmty till the last minute _of my earth_ly life.” These simple moving words
the traumatic experiences in the concentration camps is expecting us to b ggl:rr]age, defz;nce gndhresi]stance against Nazi tyranny resound as one of
barbaric as the murderers. There must be a liraitéoything...even to forgiveness. main themes of Yom Hasnhoan. . _ .
| have been asked many times how long | was in Auschwitz, and my answ_erThe Holocaust was an ass_al_JIt on the Jewish people without precedent in t
is puzzling to some when | respond “I do not know.” What | do know is that Onéstory of the world. How sad is it that even today, when all the facts are knowr
minute in Auschwitz was like an entire day, a day was a year, and a monthNgstile elements all over the world try to belittle the crime and even deny that
eternity. How many eternities can one have in a single lifetime? | don’t know tRe" happened. This ugly phenomenon places on us survivors a special respol
answer to that either. bility, not only to bear witness but to "ght Holocaust denial forcefully wherever
We survivors certainly don’t want our past to be ehildren’s future. and whenever it happens_. We must, above all, transmit our bitter legacy to ol
Therefore, we dare not forget the millions who were tortured and killed. Fordgscendants and their children to enable them to carry on the sacred task of
we were to forget, then the conscience of mankind would be buried alongsidefifgnbrance. _ _
victims. Thus, itis our obligation to instill iiochildren, and in future generations, V& look back and are amazed at the capacity for many of us to survive. Whe
what happens when prejudice and hatred are allowed to !ourish. did we get the strength to "ght back? Yes, Jewish resistance manifested itself
It is my conviction that only through education can a calamity such as tffe many ways. Many of us resisted with de“ance towards our mutual enem
Holocaust be prevented from occurring again. Wet teash our children tolerance @nd with prayers, yearnings and hopes. We resisted by !eeing from the ghetto
and understanding both at home and in school dienaince cannot be assumed___lnto the "elds and forestS, by hldlng in cellars and bunkers. YeS, we resisted wit
it has to be taught. We must emphasize to all that hate is never right and lov@nygggling food, by teaching children human values, by confronting each othe
never wrong. by giving a helping hand to a failing friend on the death marches, by sharing
We recently observed an International Holocaust @emoration, the piece of bread and saving lives from starvation. All this revealed itself as form
significance of which is now finally recognized Iblye United Nations. Of resistance not distinguishable from life itself, whether it meant survival for ar
Consequently, this is a perfect opportunity to esdt@ meaningful, heartfelt hour, a day or a week or even, by some miracle, until the evil perpetrator we
message to all nations and the world at large. We must all remember# destroyed. Resistance meant embracing life under the most terrible conditions
cont'd on p. 10 contdonp. 7
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The Demjanjuk Verdict In Historical Context TOGETHER

By MENACHEM Z. RoseNsAFT, The Jewish Week
ON MAY 12, 2011, a German court con"rmed that while John Demjanjuk ma

not have been Ivan the Terrible of Treblinka, he most certainly was Ivan the Véppe 2011 Volume 25 Number 2
Bad of Sobibor. CeOeNeleNeleS
At "rst glance, the court's "nding that Demjanjuk had been complicit in thgyp|ocaust Memorial Program at Temple EmaniERoman Kent............... 1
murder of 28,000 Jews at the Nazi death camp of Sobibor appears to be mefghf Hashoah 5771—Our Sacred Oath of MentmnBam Bloch.................. 1
another milestone in more than three decades of legal proceedings againstgeDemanijuk Verdict in Historical Contey Menachem Rosensatft.......... 2
: - now 9l-year-old Ukrainian-born for- Claims Conference Negotiates Landmark $600 Million Agreement for
mer Cleveland auto worker who had HOMECAre and PENSIONS.........ccciurueurieieieieieieeeee e

become a naturalized U.S. citizen in Annual Gathering of Remembrance: Remarks by Ido Aharoni...........................
1958 after immigrating from Germany Elie Wiesel Presented US Holocaust Memorial Museum Inaugural Award

in the early 1950s. Initially identi"ed Talks With Poland to Renew Survivor CompensahgrStewart Ain.............6
in 1977 as a notorious prison guardGerman Trial for Holocaust-denying Bishop SetfdyJ............cccccoeiiiiieneenn. 6..
at Treblinka known as “lvan the Ter- Polish Foreign Minister ‘Wrong on Restitution Law’.................ccoo oo, 7
rible,” Demjanjuk was stripped of his Praise as Pope John Paul Beati"ed at Vatigadennifer Lipman................... 7

U.S. citizenship in 1981, extradited to Italy’s First Holocaust Museum to be Built in Romelbga Palmieri-Billig....7
Israel in 1986, and tried in JerusalemBank Leumi Agrees to Pay NIS 130m. to Holocaust VictapyfNada ShemeB8
over the course of 17 months. In April US Lawmaker Links American Economic Policy to Holocaust ......................... €
1988, the trial court returned a guilty Frances Irwin: Being a Good Human BeiNg..........cccceoviieiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeceeiie e
verdict and sentenced him to death. InPeace Through Compassionate Gar®avid Nussbaum...............ccc.evveeveeee. 9
July 1993, Israel's Supreme Court overturned his conviction on the ground thigfocaust SqrvivorsWin Modest Pen'sibys].onah I__owenfeJd .............................. 9
even though it was clear that Demjanjuk had been a guard at other Nazi Cont{glpcaust Bill OKd After Comprom_lse With Rallroad..._ .................................. 10
tration camps, newly obtained evidence raised doubts as to whether he had B&8geton Shoah Scholar Stirs Polish Deligt&obert Wiener................... 10
the Treblinka guard in question. Helen Thomas: Jews Not Persecuted in Europe After War..............cccceeeeenne,

When the Israeli authorities declined to prosecute him a second time, Déi_hgarned Never to Lose Faith’ ..., 1

I . . icago Man Who Served as Former Nazi Police Of'cer Ordered Removed............... ]
janjuk returned to the U.S., where his citizenship was restored. The U.S. Jusfl fives of Interviews Received by Hebrew University..........ccccoevvveieieee e, 1

Department's Ofce of Special Investigations then "led a new complaint againgf,ish Agency in zyklon B Buildingy Danny Adino Ababa.....................ccooowrrre... 12
him, this time charging him with having been an SS guard at Sobibor and twpjsturbing Report from Churchill's Delegation to BuchenwiydLital Levin........ 13
other Nazi concentration camps, Majdanek and Flossenbirg. In 2004, the Sixifth Archiveby TobY StErING............ooviieeeeeeeeeeeeeee oo 13
Circuit Court of Appeals held that the government had “sustained its burderBegad Alone is Not Enoudtily Miriam INtrator.............ccoveeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeneas 14
proving through clear, unequivocal and convincing evidence that [DemjanjuBErlin Library Returns Books Stolen by Nabig Jenny Soffel.............c.cccceerinne 14

in fact, served as a guard at several Nazi training and concentration camps dlmlm@donia Unveils Memorial to Holocaust VICtMS........ccuvvviiiiiiiieesiiiee e 1!
World War I1.” US State Dept. Concerned About Czech Holocaust INStitute.............ceevvviiiennieeeiinnnnnnn.

Five years later, after numerous additional legal proceedings and maneu%efgce;usstC)'ggqu;g:zaﬁgggmhﬂpaﬁigstg/aﬁ;ﬁgzd ........................................................ 12
ings, Demjanjuk was again extradited, this time to Germany where his mﬁgw Even German Civilians Took Part in Killing Survivdng Allan Hall................. 17

recent trial began in November 2009. Leaving no uncertainty as to the ulti & Arendt Triaby Jerome Chanes 17

nature of the defendant's guilt, Presiding Judge Ralph Alt pointed out in the NIIHﬂer Card Game Maker Faces German ProseclityoDiana Magnay..................... 18
nich court’s sentence that Demjanjuk, like every other guard at Sobibor, “kn@W_ of-cial Calls for Wire Fee Waiver on Holocaust Reparations.................cco.ooveee... 1
he was part of an organization with no other purpose but mass murder.”  |n Memoriam: William J. Lowenbergy Michael Berenbaum...............ccccoocvevevue.... 18

To understand the true signi"cance of Demjanjuk’s CONVICtION, NOWEVER MEMOIIAIM...........c.cceieieieie e ee et e et et e ettt e ae e e e meae e eeeeaeanaeaeeeeeree e,
one must go back in time more than six decades to a declaration and a spee&arches (contributing editor Serena WOoOIFNCh)...........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiii

On Nov. 1, 1943, in what has become known as the Moscow Declaration, “Searches” is a project of Allgenerations, Inc.
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, British Prime Minister Winston S. Churchill
and Soviet Premier Joseph Stalin formally and publicly gave notice that thpse IF YOU HAVE AN E-MAIL ADDRESS

responsible for the “atrocities, massacres and cold-blooded mass execu ONSAND WISH TO RECEIVE NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
which are being perpetrated by Hitlerite forces in many of the countries they BETWEEN

have overrun” would be pursued “to the uttermost ends of the earth,” and degliv-
ered “to their accusers in order that justice may be done.” TOGETHER PUBLICATION DATES,
Fast forward one and a half years to April 13, 1945, when Supreme C tPLEASE SEND IT TO: MAX@AMERICANGATHERING.ORG
Justice Robert H. Jackson delivered a speech in Washington before the Ameljeas
Society of International Law warning against any pro forma show trials of “wr American Gathering Executive Committee
criminals, either high or humble” in which a "nding of guilt and the defendant Sam E. B.ocH * Roman KENT
eventual execution was preordained. “We must not,” he said, “use the formg|of Max K. LIEBMANN
judicial proceedings to carry out or rationalize previously settled political
military policy.” Speci“cally, Justice Jackson argued that, “You must put no m4h
on trial before anything that is called a court, if you are not prepared to estabish
his personal guilt.”
A delicate balancing of the respective spirits behind the1943 Moscow D
laration and Justice Jackson’s speech has characterized the prosecution o

MENACHEM ROSENSAFT® ELAN STEINBERG

wafMERICAN GATHERING OF JEWISH HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS

crimes ever since. While all who commit atrocities such as acts of genocide gnd AND THEIR DIECIERRE
other crimes against humanity should be brought to justice, they must nof be 122 West30th Street, Suite 205 - New York, New York 10001 - 212 239 4230
) R ) Lo Founding President Vice Presidents Publication Committee
deprived of the fundamental safeguards inherent in all civilized legal systemg. sen Meep,k'z EVA FOGELMAN SAM E. BLOCH, Chairman
. . . . . . Honorary President ROSITTA E. KENIGSBERG HIRSH ALTUSKY, K"Z
The Third Reich leaders charged with war crimes and crimes against hunjantapkaveeo ROMANA STROCHLITZ PRIMUS ROMAN KENT
ity before the International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg were represent pdomm & BLocH RS e e Ui
by counsel and given every opportunity to both testify on their own behalf an@r;,f’gﬁrgﬂgf“ DI ERANIE SELTZER O O e PrUS
present a substantive defense. This was also the case for more than 1,700 defggoen ey VIESENFELD ELAN STEINBERS
dants, including the SS personnel at Bergen-Belsen, Dachau, Buchenwald aﬂgoéféiiisﬁfm JOYCE CELNIK LEVINE S ANETTE FRIEDMAN
other Nazi concentration camps, in more than 500 other trials conducted by théeLuAy LGN ENETE (2 MAX K. LIEBMANN e k7
. ", i . . . enior Vice Presiden Regional Vice-President !
American and British military authorities in Germany during the post-war yeals ma . esvan VIVIAN GLASER BERNSTEIN councl
Other prominent Nazis and their collaborators, most notably Adolf Eichmahn D e BLIT ABRAHAM KRIEGER
MEL MERMELSTEIN
SERENA WOOLRICH
cont'd on p. 15
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Claims Conference Holocaust Commemoration Elie Wiesel Receives
Negotiates Landmark $600  Temple Emanu-El, May 1, 2011 U.S. Holocaust Memorial

Million Agreement for Remarks by The Honorable Ido Museum Inaugural Award
Homecare and Pensions Aharoni, Consul General of Israel in
New York WASHINGTON — More than 1,100 people attended

the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum’s
National Tribute Dinner honoring Nobel Laureate
and Museum Founding Chairman Elie Wiesel for
the singular role he has played in the cause of Ho-
locaust remembrance and his signi“cant contribu-
tions to humanity. The Museum presented him with
its inaugural institutional award and announced that
henceforth it will be named the United States Holo-
caust Memorial Museum Elie Wiesel Award.

The award was presented to him by Museum
Chairman Tom A. Bernstein, Former Secretary of
State Colin Powell, and Rwandan genocide survivor
Clemantine Wamariya. In 2006, Clemantine’s essay
on why Elie Wiesel's memoir Night remains relevant
today was chosen as a "nalist in Oprah Winfrey's
Germany National High School Essay Contest. Clemantine

' : o - was featured oThe Oprah Winfrey Shqwvhere

The systematic extermination of millions of . . . .

she and her sister were reunited with their parents

THE CLAIMS CONFERENCE has negotiated with

the German government for historic successivéEVEN DECADES
increases in funding for homecare for Holocaustigo, in Modern
Europe, a nightmare
became a reality.
Something that at
the time seemed
impossible, incom-
prehensible, not to
be believed—took ¥
place in one of
the world’s most
celebrated cultural
and intellectual
centers—modern

Special Negotiator Amb. Stuart Eizenstat, left, and
Claims Conference Treasurer Roman Kent, right, . . )
speak with a German government oflcial. innocent human being—men, women and chlldreni,Or the "rst time in 12 years.
o o o just because they were Jewish, was rationalized b
victims and fOI’ Slgnl"Cant Changes In its penS|0nGermany’S elite and embraced by the masses.
programs. o _ o We, the Jewish people, will never forget that
In annual negotiations with the German Ministrythe Holocaust was born "rst and foremost of a
of Finance, the Claims Conference obtained a multignhinged hatred.
year commitment for homecare funding. For 2012, | the course of time Germany’s inability
the German government will provide €126.7 million tglerate those unlike them. the other. was s
(approximately $177 million); in 2013, €136.7

| ) - ) powerful, that the other was pushed out of societ
million (approximately $191 million); and in 2014, jon,manized and ultimately crushed—mentall
€140 million (approximately $196 million), for vital and physically.

homecare services for Jewish Holocaust victims Today, almost 70 years after the Holocaust, the
I(I;/;angro?(ri?nuar}[gl;gzf\ilzlorrrlfijlllig:)ls totals €403 million o 4ins 2 quiet voice within each of us.

. e It is the voice that was nearly silent after th_e USHMM Chairman Tom A. Bernstein presents

olocaust when we wanted simply to move on. It iSgjie wiesel the Museum's inaugural United States

over the €110 million negotiated for 2011. Thisgen .a voice that had weakened due to the atrocities, bufiolocaust Memorial Museum Elie Wiesel Award.

term agreement provides survivors and the agencigg,, grew stronger and clearer as we realized that wBeside them are, (I-r): USHMM Vice Chairman
that care for them the certainty that funding will be Joshua Bolten; USHMM Director Sara J. Bloom!eld:;

. - X ere, in fact, still alive. . ; . -
available to address the anticipated growing demand Now. as fewer and fewer Holocaust SUNVIVOrs Rwandan genocide survivor Clemantine Wamariya;
over the next feW years_ Add|t|onal Survivors can ! Former US Secretary of State Colin Powell. Credit:

. . - live to tell their story, we, in Israel—parentsat¢bers iri '
receive assistance and extra hours can be provided Y, W, —parenisy USHMM/Miriam Lomaskin.

. and scholars—are doing everything in our power to
to those who need it.

The Claims Conference will allocate the Germanmake sure that the grievous lessons of the Holocaust During his acceptance speech, Professor Wiesel

government money to agencies around the world théatri |:nf[3ir|2te(:|3 r:c;; Orm)i/mm tr?entﬁmr;gsthogrt:e rr}[ethtressed the need to “remember the suffering” of
provide in-home nursing and vital help with basicdenerations, but more importantly, eirhears. 4 who are persecuted and oppressed. “Silence

activities of daily living such as eating, dressing I'n 198?1' Abba Kovner, Hebrew poet andis forbidden,” he said. “There is still so much to
bathing, and other services that greatly ease t@esstance ghter, said:

p " remember.”
lives of elderly Holocaust victims and enable them When | "rst came to the Land of Israel after the

- : The Tribute Dinner was held on May 16th at the
Lo . Holocaust, | met young Jews who were just startin
to remain living in their own homes. young J ardman Park Marriott in Washington, D.C. Dr.

Since 1995, the Claims Conference has been tH8 write a new Jewish genealogy, one that starts withy
' iriam and Sheldon G. Adelson, who served as the
foremost organization in the world in identifying 1€m- When 1 thought of the genealogy that was/

and addressing the unique social welfare and healffi€d in Europe, I grieved for all those magni”cen{Dinners National Ghairs, announced a $1 million gift
needs of Jewish victims of Nazism. In addition toy0Und Israelis that by the time they get olderimot 0 the Museum in honor of Tziporah Wiesel, Elie's

the funds obtained from the German governmen€Ven know what t_hey S.h.OUId cry for.” late siste_zr who perished in the Holocaust’. Tziporah'’s
the Claims Conference allocates funds from various e are working diligently to make sure thatname will be engraved on the Museum’s Founders
restitution-related sources, including the recovery<Ovner's fear will remain unfounded. Wall. o _
of unclaimed Jewish property in the former East Our children will not forget. The Ellg ngsel award will be presented each
Germany; agreements with the governments of 1€ns of thousands of young Israelis visited theyear to an individual who has demonstrated excep-
Austria and Hungary; the Swiss Banks SettlementNazi Death Camps in Poland as part of their hightional leadership in advancing the Museum'’s vision
and the Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation. School curriculum; even as we mourn for the losbf a world where people confront hatred, prevent
For 2011, in total, the Claims Conference isCultural treasures of the Yiddish language, we argenocide and promote human dignity. “It was Elie
allocating approximately $270 million for services exploring and reviving it; young Israeli studergesd  \jesel's conviction that the Museum should be a
to Nazi victims in 46 countries. Services froma mandatory 30 hours on Holocaust studies; and iflying’ memorial, and no one else has done so much
other sources of allocations include hunger reliefl993, we established the International School fofy honor the victims of the Holocaust by working
medical aid, winter assistance, transportatiom imel Holocaust Studies in Jerusalem, where over 100 stafejessly to create a more just world in their mem-
applying for government bene"ts, and socializationmembers work together with thousands of teachergyy » aid Museum Director Sara J. Bloom"eld.

opportunities to relieve loneliness. students, soldiers and pupils to promote Holocau&;}3y naming this award after Elie Wiesel we hope

education and remembrance. to honor his extraordinary legacy, pay tribute to the

cont'd on p. 21 contdonp.6  Victims, and inspire new generations.”
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Provided by the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee

NEW JDC WEBSITE MAY HAVE
A PIECE OF YOUR HISTORY

or Claus Hirsch, a momentary glance at a photo of

young refugee boys brought on a flurry of memories.

Pictured with his classmates exercising
schoolyard in wartime China, this German-born Shanghai
Ghetto survivor, now living in Manhattan, was astounded. “1
cannot express the profoundly deep connection I felt to my
past when out of nowhere my young face popped up on the
screen.”

in a

This photo, like so many other images and documents,
is one of thousands on a new website — www.JDC.org/
SharedLegacy — just launched by The American Jewish
Joint Distribution Committee, known to so many as
“The Joint” or JDC. The Joint, the world’s leading Jewish
humanitarian assistance organization, has been rescuing
Jewish lives, alleviating poverty and hardship, and creating
connections to Jewish community life since 1914. It is now
making a collection of its historic records and photographs
from the Holocaust era available online through this site.

Many readers will be personally familiar with The Joint
from its World War II-era activities saving and rebuilding
hundreds of thousands of Jewish lives. Prior to and during

AMERICAN

SUOINTRISTRIBUTION

Claus Hirsch,
pictured at right in
Shanghai c. 1946, is
now a dedicated |DC
Archives volunteer.

the war years, JDC rescued and sustained Jews fleeing the
Nazi onslaught. Following the war, JDC mounted a massive
relief and reconstruction effort in post-Holocaust Europe’s
DP camps, refugee centers, and war-decimated communities.
Hirsch’s family was helped by The Joint in China during the
war, and he found two lists on which his family members’
names appear.
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Talks With Poland In its statement, Poland’s state treasury said thdft the process of making restitution for con"scated

. if the legislation were to become effective next year*,]eWiS_h communal property. . _
To Renew Survivor “the public debt would grow by 18 billion zloty Michael Schudrich, Poland’s chief rabbi, was

Compensation ($6.2 billion) and the ratio of public debt to grossduoted as saying that Poland's “refusal to return it

By SrewarT AIN, Jewish Week

- intg " ,'D l.
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS here are promising to 1-1 Percentage points. _ Sy, 0 ”ft St‘;a y ot i
mount a major "ght—exerting political and diploricat Were that to happen, the Polish government said Michael Schneider, secretary-general of the

pressure—to prevent the Polish governmerfiomMpensation payouts “could make Poland excee@orld Jewish Congress, issued a statement in which
from abandoning its the public debt ceiling” of 60% of GDP, which is he called Poland’s decision dlsappomtlng and nfa
compensation of Jews eduired by the European Union for countries wighin - We must help old people, particularly Holocaust
and others whose 10 join the single currency, the euro. survivors, who in their twilight years need the

But Steinberg dismissed that claim, saying thaff€ans to cope with the problems of old age. Many
“has one of the better economies of centrdfolocaust survivors who came from Poland to the

United States, Israel, Britain and other countries are
» hesuffering because they do not have enough money to

private property was
stolen by the Nazis and Poland

then con"scated by the and Eastern Europe." _
“Poverty is no excuse for stealing property,

Communists.
“We're going Said. “Poland should fund the compensation witrPay for home care. Most of these people do not have
Elan Steinberg to meet with the Othercuts, noton the backs of Holocaust survivors.families either, as they lost them in the Holocaust.

WJRO [World Jewish And Steinberg pointed out that when Poland ~ Although agreat deal of property was successfully
joined the European Union, it pledged in its adioiss  reclaimed following the collapse of communism in
lication to undertake its “solemn obligation1989, an estimated two million landowners are
vice president of the New York-based AmericarlVith respect to the con"scation of illegally sedze affected by this decision. In many cases, thepety
Gathering of Holocaust Survivors and theifProPerty.” was sold to a third party or their property was in a
Descendants. Another Jewish of"cial pointed out that had State beyond realistic redemptlon. Other propesy w
The World Jewish Restitution OrganizationP0land wanted to live up to its commitment, it wouldnationalized and continues to be owned by the state.
is an umbrella group that works with Europearf!ave announced that compensation would be paid out The ?'Iltha}t\’\;‘as said to be drawn up for legistat
governments to obtain restitution of private and@Ver a number of years instead of simply droppingPProval wou d have provided compensation based
communal Holocaust-era Jewish property. the matter. Upon 20 percent of the property's current value.
Steinberg said he expects that there would be Ronald Lauder, the head of the WJRO and the Poland’s property-owners’ association estimates
talks with Polish authorities about the recentsieci  World Jewish Congress, called the restitution issufat unreturned property is worth some more than
to suspend work on restitution legislation that ha@n€ of “justice and not money.” $26 billion. Abou_t 89,000 claims are said to still be
been expected to be submitted this year to the Polish “BY its announcement, Poland is telling manyoutstanding; Jewish claims are said to represen¢.so

legislature for approval elderly pre-war landowners, including Holocaust_17 percent of all claims. There were 3.3 m_iII_ion Jews
' ivors, that they have no foreseeable hope df Poland before the Holocaust; three million were

In announcing that work would be stopped on th&U"V! no dered by the Nazi
legislation, Poland’s state treasury said the decisidiY€" @ small measure of justice for the assets thet!r7ere y the Nazis. .
; Steinberg said that other than reparation payments,

stemmed from the “current economic situation.” Were seized from them,” he continued. “This issue _* . ey
The announcement came as a surprise in light bgs been under discussion in Poland for almost twie issue of Poland’s failure to make restitution to

the 2008 promise by Poland's Prime Minister Donal@ecades, through many economic periods, includingUrivors is the second most discussed issue among
Tusk that “all Polish citizens from before World the present one when Poland is experiencing sonf!fVIvors. :
War II, whether they be ethnically Polish, JewishOf the strongest economic growth in the European He recalled that Lech Walesa, Poland's former
Ukrainian or German® would receive restitutionJnion. Itis unacceptable that Poland cannot ‘tide ~ Président, once told a group of Jewish leaders that
for their properties nationalized by the CommunistVay to meetits responsibility to former landownfers one-third of the property in Poland was ownedfis t
regime. He pointed out that most central and EastendeWs [before the Holocaust]. That's an exaggeration,
Steinberg said no decisions have been made yEropean countries “have adopted some type of lafit!t that's the mindset we are dealing with. .
but that the Jewish community could bring “politicaltC Provide for the restitution of or compensation for Both Steinberg and Bobby Brown of the Jewish
and economic pressure” to bear on Poland — tacti€9n"scated property. Poland stands out for its failuré\gency for Israel said Lauder speaks for them when
. . t0.do s0.” he confronts the Polish government about their
that have proven successful in the pastin persuadlﬁ% . ibilities
European governments to live up to their Holocaust- ' "€ Pill's opponents have argued that the PolangSPons! :
era responsibilities.He even held out the possitifi  ©f today should not be held liable for the criméthe G arman trial of Holocaust-
a boycott of Poland, should that become necessarD.'aZ'S and the Communists. However, it is currentlydenying bIShOp set for JU|y
Remarks by The Honorable Ido Aharoni Israe.l is the ultimate example qf how the Spi”tREGENSBURG, GERMANY - The German trial of
contd from p. 3 can survive, heal and blossom again. British Bishop Richard Williamson over his deniél o
Today, it was announced in Israel that this  Every Israeli rescue team that saves humaﬂ1e extent of the Holocaust is to restart in Jétgran
coming year’s theme for Holocaust remembrancéives in foreign lands symbolizes the Jewish
will be “Fragments of Memory: the Faces behind theconscience that could not be defeated; every Iisraei
documents, pictures and artifacts.” The idea is thahnovation that improves the lives of people the
remembrance is best served through the personal amerid-over, that bene"ts all mankind, proves that_ . . . -
individual prism. our presence among the nations is vital, ever)‘(soue.ty 0]; StPius ):](SShPX)' dgnr:e(zljln a telev!sm”n
But for us Israelis, remembering is not only Israeli company traded on the NASDAQ is a nterview ast.y-eart atthe Nazis a sys_tematlca y
commemorating the atrocities of the past, bumanifestation of the Israeli spirit that can nelver murdgred mlll{o'rls of Jews. The interview, for a
maintaining now, in the present time, our vibrant,overcome, not even in hard times; and every Israeﬁwe(]“":’h television channel, howe_"ef’ took.pl_ace
democratic, pluralistic society. Nobel laureate shows the strength of the Israelf’ Germar?y., where HoI"ocaust denial is a criminal
This is indeed a challenge: how we—individualsmind-set—and the persistence of the Israeli soulPffence. Williamson was “ned 10,000 euros ($14)200
and nations—ought to balance between what inspiree eternal Jewish soul that, for a time, seemed 8/€r his remarks but the bishop and prosecutors both
us and what takes us back in time? How do welose to being extinguished. appealed the "ne.
strengthen the meaning of the past while at the same This is why, when | look around me today, at 1 Ne trial was originally scheduled for last

Restitution Organization] to decide what approjgriat
diplomatic channels to pursue,” said Elan Steinber@PP

ight-month postponement, the court in the southern
ity of Regensburg recetly announced.
Williamson, of the ultra-orthodox Catholic

time forging a different future? this beautiful temple, 66 years after the Holocaust, November, but was postponed after Williamson
| would say, simply, that this is what Zionism is know for sure that Abba Kovner’s fear will remain a@ppointed a new lawyer to represent him in court.
all about. unfounded. At the time, the bishop chose a radical right-wing
The Holocaust left a terrible and indelible legacy, ~ Our children will not forget. lawyer to represent him, but changed his mind after
but within it and in its aftermath, there were spots the SSPX order threatened to excommunicate him.
of light. The trial is now scheduled to start again on July 4
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Polish Foreign Minister ‘wrong on restitution law’ Sam Bloch
The news.pl cont'd from p. 1
SPEAKING TO Polish Radio recently, Polish stalling further compensation to dispossessed The belief in God, in tradition, in humanity ex-
Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorski said thatlandowners is “spurious,” alluding to Tusk’s Pressed in secret prayers, even in Auschwitz or Tre-
“the United States gave up the right to represemaims that Poland “cannot afford it owing to thePlinka, kept broken spirits from losing their faith.
its citizens in [property restitution] cases,” ‘global "nancial crisis.” Such was our belief n the ultimate triumph o.f gQOd
. . : . . over evil, in the eternity of our people and faith in a
following a 1960 deal with Poland, by which Poland'’s current stalled bill, which would be better world to come.
Warsaw agreed to pay $40 million to Washingtorapplicable to former landowners of all religious |t we survived it is because of the courage,
over a 20-year period. denominations, be they Polish Catholicsendurance and spiritual strength with which we
However, writing inThe Jewish Week Orthodox Jews or Armenian Catholics, has beeeamerged from the ashes of the Holocaust. We,
Menachem Rosensaft, a law professor anih the pipeline since the collapse of communismthe survivors harbored in our lives not only the
vice president of the American Gathering of  After 1989, thousands of property claimsSOrow of our own losses—parents, brothers,
Holocaust Survivors and their Descendants, saygere successfully won, but likewise, thousand§ "> children—but a deep pride that energized us
. e N . , Wherever we build new homes. While remembering
that Slkprskl is “wrong on the Iaw._ . remain outstanding. our lost ones, we survivors, tattooed with numbers
In his article, ‘Poland’s Foreign Minister Rosensaft also bashed Sikorski, whose wifgn our forearms and scars on our bodies and souls,
Misspeaks on Restitution,” Rosensaft stateAnne Applebaum is a distinguished Americansancti"ed life by rebuilding it from the ashes,
that the $40 million sum (current value $300historian of Jewish descent, for his allegedeestablished families, raised children, and became
million) did not cover the majority of US-based historical ignorance. Countering Sikorski’s useful and productive members of society in all
Holocaust survivors, but rather those emigrantslaims that in occupied Poland, the Holocausfalks of life. _ _
who were already US citizens prior to World War‘was conducted against our will by someone On Yom Hashoah, we carried forth this message
I . . , . ._. . and paid homage to all those who gave their lives in
II, or who managed to secure citizenship prioelse,” Rosensaft stated that the foreign ministef,q struggle—to the valiant American, British, and
to con"scation. “could bene"t from a history lesson,” citing other Allied soldiers who liberated Bergen-Belsen,
“This agreement was never intended taexamples of Polish atrocities against Jews:  Auschwitz, Buchenwald, Dachau, and all the other
cover the claims of Jewish Holocaust survivors  “Poles who hid Jews at the risk of their ownNazi death and concentration camps.
who came to the United States long after theilives were vastly outnumbered by those who We are deeply grateful to the U.S. Government
property was first seized by the Nazis andienounced Jews to the Nazis, plundered thef@r establishing the National Days of Remembrance,
then nationalized by the Communist regime,’property, and shamelessly moved into the homdgr creating the United States Holocaust Museum,
Rosensaft writes. of Jewish families that had been deported to deaff?d for its support for the State of Israel since its
“[It] was meant to provide compensation toand concentration camps,” he writes. founding. In light of our own experiences, we
individuals who were American nationals at the  “In addition, the Polish people daily continueknOW perhaps better than anyone else what Israel
. . " _ . means for us and for the entire Jewish people. We
time their property was con"scated,” he adds. to reap bene"ts from properties worth millions

) e ~urge America to continue, in its fullest measure, its
The professor goes on to say that Primepon millions of dollars that Jews had owned iny,pnort for the Jewish State, which is the ful"llment

Minister Donald Tusk’s stated reasoning forPoland before 1939.” of a two thousand year old dream—a dream also
Prai =) John P | _ of our six million martyrs who did not live to see
ralse as Ope ohn Fau Holocaust survivors. _ S it become a reality. In the spirit of remembrance
beatiled at Vatican ~ A strong spokesman against antisemitism, N&nq fajth let us continue upholding our legacy with
visited Israel in 2005 and said prayers at the Western .o\ o\ved dedication to make our remembrance an
By JENNIFER LIPMAN Wall. L :
L . inspiration for a better future for the Jewish people,
JEWISH GROUPS have paid tribute to Pope John The ceremony is the "nal stage before the POp?or,pAmerica for Israel. and for all mankind Peop
Paul Il following his recent beati"cation. can be made a saint. ’ ’ '
The Pope, Rabbi Jack Bemporad, director of the John Paul

who died in 2005 |l Center for Interreligious Dialogue in Rome, said:
after 26 years at “We of all faiths [should] continue to learn frormh”
the Vatican, was Elan Steinberg, vice-president of the American
celebrated during Gathering of Holocaust Survivors and their
his lifetime for Descendants, said: “He had a personal connection
his efforts to toJewish survivors and was himself a living witness
strengthen the links and victim of Nazi brutality in his native Poland.
between Jews and “As a champion of Catholic-Jewish reconciliation,
Catholics. John Paul made special efforts to emphasise the
Bornin Poland moral signi"cance of the Holocaust and express his
in 1920, John Paul identi"cation and empathy with its victims.”
witnessed "rsthand the persecution of Jews by the Mr Steinberg also called on the Catholic Churchy,, part of a designated 4,000-sq.m. area adjacent tc
Nazis. As Pope he became the "rst in the role to visiio halt the planned canonization of the wartime pPopg i+, former dictator Benito Mussolini's villa and
a synagogue, prayed at Auschwitz on a Holocausius XlI, whose Holocaust record has been the stibje

. : . the two millennium-old Jewish catacombs, that will
memorial trip and on a number of occasions meof debate for decades.

be restored and opened for visits.

e | : - _ . Other Stati Generali projects include moderni-
Italy S Irst HOlocal_JSIE Eurrehntly sponsotng(i; a thI%V|S|on Sﬁ'OL \]:Vhlfthlwm zing Fiumicino Airport, improving the street net-
museum to be built in € shown repeatedly until June, cafling Tor Halans . onq restoring ancient cultural sites.

to submit any relevant wartime family records or o .
Rome material for exhibition The museum’s director, Marcello Pezzetti, has
By Lisa PaLmieRI -BiLLiG , Jerusalem Post Italy’s "rst Holocaust museum, based oni\fﬁt [?Ian in mind, ?tahec'l cally allmgo![r?t :_r|\clrea5|ngt;
ROME - Mayor Gianni Alemanno and the preliminary plans drawn by architects Luca Zevi allans awareness ortheirownroie in the Holocaust.

municipal authorities of Rome recently announcedaind Giorgio Maria Tamburini under the sponsorship__ 1@ like Austria, was a partner of Nazi

the construction of a Holocaust museum as a focaf Rome’s previous mayor, Walter Veltroni, will G€rmany—not a victim, as the populace generally
point in the city’s 10-year “Stati Generali” plan for be built in the central area of Villa Torlonia. The Nolds. Unlike Germany, we have never even ,begun
major projects in the city. 2,500-square-meter building—estimated at a codf'® Process of soul-searching. Italians don't feel

The ltalian government and RAI-TV are of 19 million euros, to be covered by the city—will cont'd on p. 18
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Bank Leumi agrees to pay NIS 130m. to Holocaust victims

By NabAv SHEMER
BANK LEUMI and Hashava — The Company for demanded that the Mizrahi Tefahot and Mercantile  Avital said she understood the importance of the

Location and Restitution of Holocaust Victims' banks return the Holocaust victims’ money that theyssue after returning from New York, where, in her
Assets—ended months of arbitration by signing agurrently hold in trust. The company has statetlen role as Israeli consul general during the mid-1990s,
agreement in which the bank will pay the companypast that it would wait until the end of its arbitrationshe had been active in the "ght to free Holocaust
NIS 130.8 million, the two sides recently announcedwith Leumi before deciding whether to take anyvictims’assets being held in Swiss banks, onlintb
The money will go to heirs of Holocaust victims action, while the two banks have until now deniedhat Israeli banks were also suspected of holdig o
and toward projects that he|p Israeli H0|Ocausiiabi|ity. An inventory on Hashava’'s website lists victims’ assets.
survivors —more than a quarter of whom live undefmore than 60,000 mostly unclaimed assets in Israel “I said to myself, ‘It can't be that we are "ghting
the poverty line, according to government estimateghat belonged to Holocaust victims, most of themagainst Swiss banks and yet we in Israel are almost
The total includes NIS 20 million, re-evaluated toin real estate, but many at these banks and othguilty of the same thing, that we are not willing to

NIS 25.8 million, already paid by the bank to Hagha institutions. return the money,” Avital said.
in 2007. In exchange, Hashava has withdrawn all Former MK Colette Avital, who initiated the Dan Waldman, the executive director of Amcha,
claims against Bank Leumi. creation of the Parliamentary Inquiry Committeean organization that provides mental health sugport

Leumi and Hashava agreed in February 2010 t§hat led to Hashava’s establishment and today servélolocaust survivors in Israel with the help of Hagh
enter talks under the mediation of Professor Om@n its board of directors, toltihe Jerusalem Post funding, also welcomed the news.
Yadlin of Tel Aviv University and former High Court that the compromise fell short of what the company ~ “For what Amcha does, it [the agreement with
justices Tova Strassberg-Cohen and Ruth Eliadad originally wanted, but that it agreed to entei.eumi] is certainly not too late, if we can makigs

Sternberg. mediation with Leumi after realizing that if it waited easier for the mental health of Holocaust survivors
Hashava had previously "led an NIS 305 million for @ court verdict, by then “there would not beand improve their lives,” he said.
lawsuit against Leumi in the Jerusalem District Eou anybody to return the money to.” Waldman said that Hashava had funded his

in June 2009, based on their estimate that there were “When we see that we are banging our headsrganization for the past three years, which helped
thousands of accounts at the bank that belong @gainst the wall, and time keeps moving and peoplthem to run a project that has so far provided 10,000

Holocaust victims. keep aging and waiting many years for the moneyreatment sessions to survivors con"ned to their own
Hashava, a private corporation established i the end we need to settle everything and just citomes. He said that such treatment was virtually
2006 whose shares are held by the state, has al@dr losses,” she said. unattainable to those who were not part of thegutoj
U.S. lawmaker links Frances Irwin: Being A Good  good friends. She invited me to a reunion of sur-
. . : . vivors and | knew | had to attend.” Thanks to Fran-
Amerlcan economic pO“Cy tO Human Bemg ces Irwin, Jonathan identi"es with the survivors he
Holocaust met there. “I| knew their history was my history,” he

(JTA) — U.S. Rep. Michele Bachmann in a speecflOLOCAUST EDUCATION for teenagers is es- gaus He also wears “every day” a small gold ring
linked the fallout from current U.S. economic policy Pecially sensitive given the traumatic nature of theys |rwin gave him and which “reminds me of her
to the Holocaust. subject. Perhaps the most effective means of CONsvery day.”

Bachmann (R-Minn.), speaking to about 200veying this dark chapter of Jewish history to young-  va4 ~ ashem’s International School for
New Hampshire Republicans April 30 at the We Thesters born decades after the event is through the "rg{,5caust Studies also features Frances Irwin's
People First in the Nation Freedom Forum, recallegerson testimony of survivors, either in person Ofautobiographical account of her life in a lesson
learning about the Holocaust and being shocked th#trough their written words. plan for students in grades 9 through
only after World War Il did most Americans learn ~ Frances Irwin, who survived 12. According to the Yad Vashem
about the systematic killing of six million Jews. the Koskie ghetto near Radom,

She said the next generation of Americans willPoland, almost two years impris-
ask its elders what they did to prevent the shiftin@nment in Auschwitz-Birkenau,
of the tax burden to them, just as her generatioand a death march to Mauthausen
asked their parents what they did to prevent thgefore being liberated by American

premeditated murder of Europe’s Jews. troops at the Lenzing concentration

‘I tell you this story because I think inour dayda  camp in Austria, has been teach-
time, there is no analogy to that horri"c action” theing and inspiring American high

Holocaust, said Bachmann, a self-professed supporte-hool students both as a lecturer
of Israel. “But only to say, we are seeing eclipsed i, Facing History and Ourselves
front of our eyes a similar death and a similar takin%nd through the autobiographical

away. It is this disenfranchisement that | think we, P
have to answer to.” account, “Remember to be a Good Teacher. “It opens with the evacuation

A group representing Holocaust survivors uman Being: A Memair of Life and the Holo- ¢ Ayschwitz and the ensuing death march and ends
condemned Bachmann’s comments. caust, pu’bllshed.by Yad Vashem and the Holocausfith Frances's activities in New York on behalf
“Survivors strongly feel that RepresentativeSurvworS Mer_nOIr_S Project irStolen YOl,!th, Five of other Jews in need today. As such, the chapter
Bachmann’s comments were ill-conceived and/omens Survivalin the HolocausMs. Irwin, who  ¢1nqes the circle from the suffering inticted during
made unfortunate reference to the tragedy of th@/SC Serves on the board and executive committee Qfie Hojocaust, through liberation and the trials and
Holocaust,” Elan Steinberg, vice president of thd il at Brooklyn College, spends countless hoursyjyjations Frances and her future husband Reuben,
American Gathering of Holocaust Survivors and theifNSPiring youngsters in the classroom with her cour-y 54 4 survivor, faced as Displaced Persons, before
Descendants, said in a statement. age and dignity. _ their emigration to a new life in the United States.”
“We recognize that Bachmann clearly stated that Jonathan Ventura, a student at Satellite Acade-  1he American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust
she was not making an analogy between the horrof8y High School in New York City, speaks lovingly griyors and Their Descendants is proud of Frances
of the Holocaust and economic challenges beingbout the impact Frances Irwin's visit to his class)ins extraordinary contributions to Holocaust
faced here. Nevertheless, her remarks are the latesade on his life. Calling her a “priceless jewel” education, and to her willingness to serve as a role
in a string of such comments by politicians—of bothwho related “her story of loss, suffering and tor- ,54el for young people of all faiths and ethnic
parties—which instrumentalize and trivialize theture,” he says that “I felt every word she said. Afterorigins_ She personi“es the values that have guided
terrible years of Nazi persecution. she "nished, | wanted to stay with her, not to ask,o sherit Hapletah in our mission of remembrance
“We repeat our plea,” he concluded, “that allher questions about the Holocaust, but | wanted Qnd that must permeate our society if we are to
political candidates exhibit proper sensitivity andconnect with her. | was changed immediately after

) . i prevent future genocides. May she go from strength
avoid cavalier references to the mass murder thaat day. Ms. Irwin and | saw each other a few Morgy sirength.

was the Holocaust.” times after her visit to my class and we became

educators, “the educational emphasis
that Yad Vashem holds as central,
that of portraying Jewish life in its
natural richness before the Holocaust,
is admirably presented by the author
in her introduction.” Moreover, the
concluding section of her memoir
is equally important. “The period
covered extends from January 1945,
until the time of writing the memaoir,”
the lesson plan explains in a Note to the
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Peace th I’OUgh founded the Brooklyn Ladies Hebrew Home for theto unfamiliar faces. Sol, his children said, hasdals
. Aged. With the help of charitable support, the homéeen good at delecting questions about his past.

COmpaSSIOnate Care provided poor, elderly members of the communityNow vslith dementia, an% ?:omplications from ot%er
By Davio NussBaum with quality health care and a safe, loving placelinesses, conversation was impossible. Their once
EARLIER THIS YEAR, a soft-spoken grandmother where they could spend their "nal days. Rootelén  stoic dad was unrecognizable. MJHS Hospice was
named Yette found the strength to talk about twggjyes of compassion, respect and dignity for evergalled.
traumatic experiences. “Work” at Auschwitz, shejndividual, those same values have guided MJHS It was an MJHS Hospice nurse who immediately
said, led to unimaginable physical suffering and &vyery step of the way. knew that Sol's behavior and actions were triggered
lifetime of emotional pain, not the freedom or peace  Because Yette came to the hospice programy his early life trauma. She saw the tattoo orahis
promised. Decades later, she felt betrayed by hefarly in her end-of-life experience, she had nearlynd knew he was a Holocaust survivor. In a soothing
oncologist; cancer was ravaging her body. At the endix months to think about, and then express, heyoice, the nurse told Sol and his children that MJHS
of her life, Yette yearned for her truth to be told. Ityjshes, talk about her great sadness and pass @as bringing care to the home. “A doctor, nurse,
was a rabbi from the hospice program of Metropolita jnyaluable life lessons to her children, grandchildrersocial worker and rabbi will visit you,” she said.
Jewish Health System (MJHS) who helped Yettgynd great grandchildren. Those many conversationsooking into Sol's eyes, she repeatedly said, “No
release her great sadness. And it was the hospiggyre facilitated by members of the specially trainene will hurt you, | promise#”
team’s understanding of, and reverence for, Jewisﬁospice and palliative care team. Medications were soon delivered to Sol’'s home:
values and traditions that helped ensure that this |t was in one of these emotional, intimate chatending stressful and time-consuming trips to the
frail woman—a Holocaust survivor—experience thethat Yette revealed her wish to be buried in Jéeusa  pharmacy. An MJHS Hospice creative arts therapist
dignity, respect, love and peace in her "nal monthtaying quietly purchased a burial plot many yearsisited regularly, playing Sol's favorite songs. sten
of life that she had not received as a young adult igefore. relaxed, accepted baths and took his medicine. And
a concentration camp. Completely at peace and "nally free of physical,Sol's children learned to con"de in the social e

Yette's children "rst contacted MJHS because itemotional and spiritual pain, Yette died in her ownThey participated in a unique caregiver supporigro
has the largest historically Jewish hospice program home on a Thursday, surrounded by loved oneshat's exclusive to MJHS Hospice. After Sol left this
the New York region. In addition, MJHS remains onévetropolitan Jewish Health System’s hospiceearth, his children received bereavement counseling
of the few organizations in New York City t0 focus program handled the arrangements, includingrom MJHS Hospice for one year, allowing them the
on the physical, emotional and psychological paigontacting an Israeli burial society to meet the caskeipportunity to heal and move forward, prepared to
and suffering experienced by Holocaust survivorg the airport, so Yette could be buried in Jerusalershare stories about their beloved father's past with
and their families. before the start dBhabbat future generations.

“Comforting,” was the word Yette's family used  For some Holocaust survivors, the end of  One of the most remarkable, beautiful aspects of
when describing MJHS Hospice staff, includingjife process can bring deep pain to the surface ifospice is that it offers an opportunity to shavénd
the physicians, nurses, social workers, spiritua}inexpected ways. Sol's story is a good exampl@eace, to receive the love that might have, at certain
counselors, creative arts therapists and volunteergs how members of the hospice staff are able téimes in life, been nonexistent. And Metropolitan
All receive mandatory training in Jewish valuesrecognize the signs of reemerging trauma and knogewish Health System does so with a delicate, keen
and traditions, made possible through a generoygoy to quickly and patiently alleviate stress andsensitivity, aware that caring for Holocaust suovés
Holocaust survivor grant sponsorship and fundingynyjety. is a tremendous honor responsibility.
by UJA-Federation of New York. Halachic Pathway 5|, a prilliant professor with advancing dementia,

is also offered to every Jewish person in MIJHShecame afraid of the dark. He refused to shower dbavid Nussbaum is a Senior Vice President of Metitzm
hospice program. This option serves as a health caggke his medication. He hid in his own home forJewish Health System as well as directing its MIJHS

proxy tha_t ensures all medical decisipns are made Neeks at a time, increasingly wary of neighbors ang}o?_'noollgtcigﬂ.stngrsicz/sgrc;f ?:de;(;rea}ﬂc;irr:]ehr% :e;\r/emfﬁgg
consultation with the rabbi of the patient's choice. strangers. Sol's children lived in different partshe part by grants from the Foundation, which relies on the
And compassion is one of MJHS’s hallmarks.\orld. Unsure of what to do, they begged their agin@upport of generous donors. For more information about

The organization was founded by four Brooklynather to take his prescriptions, to bathe, to answe¥etropolitan Jewish Health System’s compassionate and
ladies in 1907. These remarkable pioneering womeghe phone. The children, who had their own familiestespectful care that focuses on the physical, emnatiand

looked into the eyes of people in desperate need ajgkre overwhelmed and wrought with guilt. psychological pain and suffering experienced byodalist
deserving of kindness—and did something. They  Ag he regressed, Sol would cry out “nein, nein#,s,urwvors and their families, please call (212) 420-3370.

Holocaust survivors Win If you get a smaller letter, it says we need mordono director and the other staff member coordigati
. information. So you want those big envelopes fronthe effort.
modest penS|OnS Germany.” “Attorneys are really moved by it,” Schmidt said,
By JoNAH LoweNFELD, Jewish Journal Since 2009, scenes like this one have beem part because for many lawyers this is their "rst
“Anything from Germany today?” playing out in law of'ces around Los Angeles andencounter with a Holocaust survivor. And further,

That's the question Jeffrey Kobulnick, a senioracross the country, as attorneys participating ithis kind of pro bono work allows lawyers to engage
associate in the Los Angeles legal of"ce of Foley &he Holocaust Survivors Justice Network (HSJN)n ways that they don't get to on a day-to-day basis.
Lardner, asks his assistant almost every day. have been successfully shepherding hundreds of “You can work for a big company, and if you win,

Kobulnick isn’t servicing the legal needs of applications for ZRBG “Ghetto Pensions” throughthat's great and there’s money. And if you lose, it's a
some particularly demanding corporate client inGerman bureaucracies on behalf of Holocaustax write-off,” the German-born-and-raised Schmidt
Frankfurt. An intellectual property attorney, he’ssurvivors. said dryly, in his very lightly accented English. “But
asking whether there’s mail related to any one of  The nationwide effort, led by two attorneys at Betwhen you’re working with a Holocaust survivor, it's
the dozens of applications submitted on behalf ofzedek, the Los Angeles-based nonpro"t legal-aici human being.”

Holocaust survivors to the German social insurancg@gency, has involved 1,800 lawyers, law studerds an  Bet Tzedek estimates that the pro bono legal work
agency of"ce by his "rm. paralegals who have worked a combined 56,000 prdone by attorneys and staff at top "rms is wokitua

The letters Kobulnick, his colleagues and theihono hours on these applications, making sure th&t6.8 million, a sum more than twice the $7.5 illi
clients are waiting for relate to a German nationakach “t” is crossed and every umlaut is doubleedbtt annual budget of the 25-lawyer agency.
pension that began being awarded in 2009 to JewFhough most of the forms are bilingual, therestite The actual cash amounts paid out to individual
for work they did in Nazi-controlled ghettoes duringoccasional pieces of correspondence written only isurvivors have so far been modest. While Bet Tzedek
World War 1. Kobulnick, 34, confessed to feeling aGerman. More than one attorney said he’d gottey verestimates that, collectively, ZRBG pension payments
bit like a high school senior waiting for letters from good with the Google Translate Web application.) to Holocaust survivors could amount to as muctas $
colleges, always hoping for big envelopes. Every Friday, Volker Schmidt, a Bet Tzedek billion, a typical payment to a survivor who quali’es

“If | get a big, thick packet, that means it's aattorney, holds a conference call that draws lawyerfor a ZRBG pension will be between $150-$450 per
20-page detailed calculation award letter telling mérom all over the country to talk about — or simply month.
how much the client’s getting,” Kobulnick said. “It hear about — the progress and problems facing their  Sixty-six years after the end of World War II,
calculates it very speci“cally, how much moneyclients’ claims. “You feel like you're part of this nobody can say exactly how many survivors live
they're entitled to for each day they were in a ghettomovement,” said Lauren Teukolsky, Bet Tzedek’s pro contd on p. 19
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Holocaust bill OKd after Princeton Shoa scholar stirs itdeliberately,” he said.

) ] i . Cowritten with his wife, Irena Grudzinska Gross,
compromise with railroad new Polish debate the Polish-language book is scheduled for pubticati
The Baltimore Sun by RoserT WiENER, NJIN Staff Writer in Poland and later in English. Irena Grudzinska
A bill intended to put pressure on a French railroad AN GROSS, a Princeton University historian whosé3ross is an associate research scholar in Princeton’s
and its U.S. subsidiary to cooperate with Holocaus{/"tings on the Holocaust have triggered intens®epartment of Slavic Literatures aqd Languages.
survivors in efforts to account for the deportation ofd€02ate in his native Poland, is causing controversy The centerpiece of the Grosses'thesis is also the
about 70,000 Jews and others from France to German once again, even book's cover photograph. According to Jan Gross,

; before his latest work it shows Polish peasants digging through skulls and
death camps during World War 11 has passed both is published. Polish bones at the Treblinka death camp in search of gold

houses of the Maryland General Assembly. and Catholic critics are and other treasures Nazi executioners might have
Del. Samuel I. "Sandy” Rosenberg, the House rushing to refute the overlooked.

sponsor of the legislation, said the House bill central thesis ofthe new  Gross insisted thabolden Harvestis really a
was heavily amended to reflect the results of book, Golden Harvest, small book that was written around a photograph.
negotiations between advocates for the deportees that thousands of Poles There was no dramatic or very extensive reseagath th
and representatives of the French government-owned stole valuable items goes with it. There were a lot of published stories in
railroad SNCF and its Rockville-based af'liate Kgo from the graves of Jews Poland with incredibly penetrating articles based on
America. killed during World War ~ archives in the Jewish Historical Institute in Warsaw

Rosenberg said the Senate bill passed a versidh Danuta Skora, a director at his publishing houseand the Majdanek [concentration camp] historical

close to the original form of the bill, which SN@Rd ~ said she had been receiving complaints for weel&rchives.” _ _
Keolis had said would preclude it from competingfrom those who claim Gross has an anti-Polish bias. Pu.bllsher Henryk WOZﬂIaKOWSkI told the
to a contract to operate the MARC Brunswick and”0land’s state Institute of National Remembrance idssociated Press that the book aims to make the
greparing a response. public aware of “cruel and often dif"cult facts” and

“Somehow the manuscript of the book got out‘challenges our collective memory.”
out a month before the book was published and-a
ncated discussion began to appear,” Jan Grlaks tc

Camden lines when CSX Transportation relinquishe
that role. But the Baltimore Democrat said he

expected the Senate to agree to the amendmer?[g
worked out in the House. He said those changes hﬁ\réj] Jewish Newis a phone interview

been agreed to by the railroad’s lobbyist in Anriigpo “| sent the manuscript to colleagues to ask fol

The_original bill would have made itacono_lition comment, and somebody let the details get ou
on bidding on the MARC contract that any railroad, gave an interview to a journalist and it kind of

involved in World War Il deportations would have "ltered out. What can | Say? It happened_ | didn’t do
to make extensive disclosures of its records of its
wartime activities. At a hearing marked by theROMAN KENT

. . . cont'd from p. 1
emotional testimony of Holocaust survivors and — :
their heirs, Keolis said the measure’s terms were so Unfortunately, nowadays there are too manyanuary 27, the day of Auschwitz's liberation, as a

onerous it would have kept it from bidding on theP8OP!e who say thatitis necessary to forgertnenta  day of remembrance.
MARC contract. of the Holocaust in order to go on living. Some even  Yet, throughout these years, we survivors did
Jo as far as to deny that the Holocaust existed at ajot sit idly by. We were constantly striving for the
| for one believe it is imperative to recall the pastpreservation of human rights and the dignity of
i : so that our lives and those of generations to com@ankind, while at the same time building a new life
with government agencies. . , ' g
Rgosenberg sa?d that under the compromis will have more meaning. For me, the memory angrom the ashes of the one that had been destroyed

o *lessons of the Holocaust are not negotiable, and NPlespair was never an acceptable answer for us.
SNCF has agreed to speed the digitization of 11§ s pject to be forgotten. At the same time, we MU$Yespite hopelessness, we created life in a world of

company archives, which contain details of theyo forget the helping hands and the heroic deeds g kness, and successfully wrestled with the dark
railroad’s cooperation with Germgn _authorltles afte_rthe Righteous Gentiles represented in Yad Vashe@}adows ’as we remembered an all consuming evi

the French surrgndgr to the Nazis in 1940. The biy the Avenue of the Just. In a simplistic way, | can say in one word Why-
puts the determination of whether the company has |n a way, the battle against Hitler was won bYihe tracedy of Ausch\;vitz hapoened.. that word is
complied with the bill's speci‘cation in the hands tne allied military forces, but the war against Hitler'sa i o % ot o Te o e e et
of the Maryland State Archives, an independenvil was won by the daring deeds of the Righteouge the antidéte to iliiterac and apathy. This is our
agency. The original bill would have left the Gentiles. Their deeds proved to the world that thg . oo o o 10 © 2 An BRE T2 = o
decision on the adequacy of any disclosure up to thenswer to oppression and indifference is involvemen y 10 Perp g '

Department of Transportation, a part of the govesno they were a moral torch in a time of tyranny andThere the future scholars will be educated, and

- : millions of students will be afforded the opportunity
administration. darkness...an example of what could have been done :
. : o to study the past. Together, they are our insurance
Rosenberg said he believes the agreement forgeehd an indictment of what was not done. .
. . : for tomorrow that the Holocaust will not become a
in Maryland could become a model for other states, Thus, if the leaders of the world will remember ootnote in history and its memory will be a deter
where SNCF has also run into attempts by statand teach others to remember, then the Holocadst a{1 Y " y
. . . ) O : 0 prevent future atrocities.
legislators to come to terms with survivors seekinghe atrocities in Darfur, Biafra, Kosovo and many -
: : . h il h I he f fth h | realize that nowadays the world appears to
damages for the railroad’s wartime actions. others will have no place on the face of the eartn. « N o
: : . ; ; ipe “crumbling,” and there is increased hatred and
Neither the lobbyist for SNCF and Keolis We survivors must always be unique leaders irm> = - _
N . . ; ’ " ; ; prejudice against Israel and Jews throughout the
Bill Pitcher, nor Keolis America President Stevethe "ght for a just and everlasting remembrance t - : - -
' ki live the memoryv of the Holocaust world. Yet, being a survivor of Auschwitz, having
Townsend could be reached to comment. eep a y - - - -
: But to remember is not enough ... survived against all odds, | continue to hope that a
The amended bill passed the House 137-0 i seH eaceful future for all people is in store for us
Saturday. It had earlier passed the Senate 45-0. Lo Haikar Hamachshavah ala HamaaseHt P : peop o
is the deed not just the thought that is critical. Maybe, just maybe, now we are also experiencing
It is our mutual obligation, that of survivors and@n awakening, as slow as it is, and perhaps the
the leaders of the Jewish community, to instill inworld is "nally changing for the better. In view of
future generations the understanding of what happeihe current participation and awareness of so many
when intolerance and bigotry are permitted to thriveyoung students, the future leaders of the world,
For survivors this commemoration is a mutedthere is presently visible proof of compassion
triumph, with memories so painful we dare not faceand involvement instead of indifference. This
them alone. Only with the presence of the comrgunitis progress...and it is up to the young leaders of
is it possible for us to collectively confront the tomorrow to make it a reality. They must be inaalv
destruction that devastated the Jewish peoplend stay involved...and never, never be bystanders#
However, such commemoration is “imperfect justice”  Thus, | want to hope against hope that "nally
since it took sixty years for the United Nations andhere will be a brighter future for mankind. Perhaps
the world to "nally publicly acknowledge the crimes we are slowly realizing that we all live together on
committed during the Holocaust, and designatehe same planet, and we are all one people.

Keolis is one of a relative handful of companie
with experience in operating railroads under cartra
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Helen Thomas: Jews not persecuted in Europe after war Chicago Man Who Served
NEW YORK (JTA) — Former White House correspondent Helen Thomas said the Jews did not have to gglelzormer NaZI POlICE
postwar Europe because they were not persecuted.
In a Feb. 16 interview ofihe Joy Behar Shosn CNN, Thomas told Behar that once World War 1| endeoOﬂCer Ordered Removed
the Jews “didn’t have to go anywhere really because they weren't being persecuted anymore. But theYMASIINGTON (Reuters) — An immigration judge
taking other people’s land.” in Chicago has ordered Chicago resident Osyp
Impromptu remarks that Thomas made last May to a rabbi video blogger about how the Jews shoullditfigechak removed from the United States for his
the hell out of Palestine” and go back to Poland and Germany cost her her job as correspondent for therbleairsta Ukrainian police unit that assisted in the
newspaper corporation. She now works for a newspaper in Virginia. annihilation of over 100,000 Jews in Nazi-occupied
Though Thomas apologized for the comment, follow-up remarks last December about how “the Zioristy, Poland (now in Ukraine), during World War
own Congress, the White House, Hollywood and Wall Street caused further uproar, and prompted the Sbofstsistant Attorney General Alice S. Fisher of the
of Professional Journalists to drop an award named for Thomas, who was a "xture on the White Hous€t@étal Division recently announced.
for decades. Immigration Judge Robert Vinikoor ordered
In the CNN interview, Thomas said that when she said Jewdrishchak, 87, removed to his native Ukraine on the
should go back to Poland and Germany, “I shouldehsaid basis of his service in the Nazi-operated Ukrainian
Russia, too.” Auxiliary Police (UAP) during World War II.
After the interview Elan Steinberg, the vice president of th&irishchak, who was born in Trebuszany in present-
American Gathering of Holocaust Survivors and tbeiscendants, day Ukraine, immigrated to the United States in9194
said that “Helen Thomas, not content with previoffensive and became a U.S. citizen in 1954,
comments, now is either uncaring or spiteful of teeible Judge Vinikoor ruled that Firishchak participated
circumstances of post-Holocaust survivors in Eurepgshocking in Nazi-sponsored persecution and acquiesced in
display of ignorance of events which occurred in her lifetime.” “conduct contrary to civilization and human decéncy
Thomas’ account of history is inaccurate. Attadiaiast Jews on behalf of the Third Reich. In issuing his "ve-page
and persecution of Jews continued in Europe even after Worldling, Judge Vinikoor adopted the 2005 "ndings of
War Il, both in the years immediately following the war, such aa district court that stripped Firishchak of his U.S.
during the 1946 pogrom in Kielce, Poland, and in the decade#izenship. That court ruled that Firishchak “was a
since. Poland, for example, launched an anti-Jew@shpaign participant in an organization that perpetrated some
in 1967 that culminated in the expulsion of nearly 13,000 Jews the most horri"c acts against human decency
over the course of "ve years. The country’s prime minister at trever known in history,” rejected Firishchak’s
time described Zionists as a "fth column in Poland and said thégompletely unbelievable” testimony, and noted that
should leave the country for Israel. his “shameless attempt to excuse himself from an
Asked on Behar’s program is she considers herself antisemitic, Thomas, whose parents were Lebaagseasable act is cowardly.”
said, “Hell no, I'm a Semite.” Of the Jews she said, “They’re not Semites. Most of them are from Europe.”The Criminal Division’s Office of Special
Asked if she regretted making the remark that ehéedareer in Washington, she said, “ have redhett  Investigations (OSI), which investigated the case,
everybody’s misinterpreted it and distorted it,” singling out former George W. Bush White House spokesmdithe U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement

Ari Fleischer and Anti-Defamation League National Director Abraham Foxman. (ICE) of the Department of Homeland Security
“We have organized lobbyists in favor of Israel, you can’t open your mouth,” she said. “If you say laneeight the removal action against Firishchak in
thing about Israel, you're off limits.” March 2007. The government alleged that, between
October 1941 and July 1944, Firishchak routinely
‘I learned never to lose faith’: Holocaust survivor !nally enforced Nazi anti-Jewish policies during his sezvi
. with the UAP and took part in actions to reduce the
Celebrates bar m|tzvah_at the age Of 83 population of the Jewish ghetto, guarded posteépk
By Daily Mail Reporter Jews from escaping capture, and hunted Jews who

attempted to hide or !ee. OSI and ICE also alleged
WHEN MORRIS GLASS turned 13, he should have celebrated his bar mitzvah with his family at their hitvaeFirishchak concealed his UAP service when he

in Poland. Instead his childhood—and that important rite of passage—were immigrated to the United States.
stolen from him by the Nazis, who sent him "rst to a ghetto and then to OSI Director Eli M. Rosenbaum said, “Osyp
Auschwitz, where his mother, father and sisters were all killed. Firishchak and his fellow UAP policemen played
But at the age of 83, the Holocaust survivor haally marked the a central role in the murder of more than 100,000
boyhood milestone, surrounded by his new family in North Carolina. He Jewish men, women and children of Nazi-occupied
celebrated the much-delayed occasion two days before Passover, a time to L'viv. This order is another victory for the principle
remember the deliverance of the Jews from slavery. And at a special dinner, that the United States will not provide a safe haven
he paid tribute to the ‘greatest country in the world’ for delivering him from for human rights violators no matter how long ago
the slavery of the concentration camps. the crimes were committed.” Rosenbaum noted
Glass’s family was sent to Auschwitz when he was only 15. He never that the district court found that between March
saw his mother again. He said: ‘How can | possibly describe the jubilation? 1942 and June 1943, virtually all of the more than
How can | describe the feeling of being free? Every survivor owes his life 100,000 Jewish residents of L'viv were seized and
to the American armed forces. Because of their "ghting and their heroic transported to Nazi killing centers such as the Belzec
sacri"ces, we are here today.’ extermination camp, or to forced labor camps, where
The bar mitzvah celebration came 70 years toobatat was something few survived the brutal conditions.
Glass had always longed to do. He told CNN: “In the ghetto, | had no chance for a bar mitzvah. We were nOtSI filed a denaturalization lawsuit against
allowed to have any books.” Firishchak in December 2003. The District Court

Glass and his family were forced into the ghetto when he was just 11. After four years there, theydeeision revoking his citizenship was upheld in@00
transferred to Auschwitz, where he, his father and his brother were separated from his mother and siskgr¢he U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit.

He told CNN: “I wish | could have told my mom and my sisters how much | loved them when | wavedSince OSI began operations in 1979, it has won
goodbye to them at Auschwitz and never saw them again.” cases against 107 individuals who participated in

After two months, he and his father were taken to Dachau, where they spent eight months in "ve diffideeitcrimes of persecution. In addition, attempts by
camps on the site. At just 15, his father died, and he was forced to bury him in a mass grave. Soon after,rttumaklan 180 individuals implicated in wartime $\xi
to ‘God’s will’, he managed to escape from the camp and !ee to a local hospital, where he was kept haliheas to enter the United States have been predent
by a group of Catholic nuns. He can still vividly recall the moment on April 28, 1945, when he looked oakoé result of OSI's “Watch List” program, which
the hospital window and saw the "rst American tank roll up the hill. is enforced in cooperation with the Department of

Out of a family of 42, only Glass, his brother and a cousin survived the Holocaust. Homeland Security.

cont'd on p. 21
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Archive of Interviews with Child Survivors of Holocaust received by Oral History Division of
Hebrew University’s Avraham Harman Institute of Contemporary Jewry

Jerusalem — An invaluable archive of more tharUS in 1961, working with children and parents forhiding, and loss of a childhood.

1,500 oral testimonies from child survivors of thethe prevention of mental disorder and developmental

As one child survivor explained, “At first |

Holocaust, collected in numerous countries oveproblems. In 1981, the Kestenbergs, working withwanted only to forget. Now, many years later, | want
the past 30 years, has been received by the Onalany associates, began traveling all over the worltb understand myself better, to connect with other
History Division of the Avraham Harman Institute of within the framework of what was named thechild survivors, and "nd ways how our experiences

Contemporary Jewry at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem.

A one-day conference to mark
the receipt of the archive and to
hear lectures related to the subject
will be held in April in the Rabin
Building of the Mandel Institute of
Jewish Studies on the Mt. Scopus
campus of the Hebrew University.
The conference brought together
researchers and authors from the
Hebrew University and elsewhere.

The collection of testimonies,
which is known as the Kestenberg
Archive of Testimonies of Child
Holocaust Survivors, was conveyear. Eva Fogelman
to the Harman Institute by Dr. Eva

International Study of Organized can help others.”
Persecution of Children project, The Oral History Division of the Avraham
interviewing 1,531 child survivors Harman Institute of Contemporary Jewry at the
of the Holocaust as well as children Hebrew University began collecting oral testimonies
of Nazis and observers of child for the purposes of historical research in 1958 thie
persecution. assistance of pioneering scholars such as Professor:
The interviews were conducted Yehuda Bauer, Dov Levin and Haim Avni. These early
in various countries, including: interviews, covering a wide range of subjects and
the United States, Germany, conducted according to highly professional starglard
Israel, Australia, Switzerland, assured the institute the status of being the foremost
the United Kingdom, Canada, academic collection of oral documentation in Israel.
the Czech Republic, Holland, Today, this collection of more than 9,000
France, Hungary, Poland, Russia,interviews in 20 languages constitutes a unique
Yugoslavia and various countries treasure of Jewish memories. It includes testimonies
in South America. on the Holocaust that were conducted when the
Until the early 1980s, many reservoir of survivors (especially those who were
child survivors of the Holocaust adults during the war) was much larger and their

Fogelman and Dr. Helene Bass-Wichelhaus of thdid not see themselves as survivors. Often this wasemories less affected by the passage of time than
International Study of Organized Persecution obecause they had been told and believed that ehildr today.

Children, located in New York City, who had soughtdo not suffer the long-term effects of trauma as do
adults. They believed that their fragmented mersoriethat has now become part of the Harman Institute

an appropriate archival home for the recordings.

Most of the interviews in the Kestenberg archive

Initiators of the project were Dr. Judth S.could be set aside and they could get on with thegollection have been transcribed. At present, the

Kestenberg (1910-1999) and her husband, Miltofives. But it became evident that they could noaee

material has not been digitized and is not easily

Kestenberg (1910-1991). Dr. Judith Kestenberg wathe long-term effects of loss of family and home,available to researchers, but there are plans to do so
the founder of Child Development Research in thexposure to severe and prolonged violence, being in

Jewish Agency in ‘Zyklon B’
building

by Danny AbiNo ABABA, YNet

THE NEW JEWISH AGENCY of“ces in Hamburg, few are rented by Jews. Now the Agency is rentieg t
Germany, are in a rather surprising location. Thexntire "rst loor. Itis hard to imagine that thé'ces of

building chosen by the Agency was once rented byhe company Tesch und Stabenow, whose subsidiafy
the company that marketed Zyklon B, the gas usegroduced the gas, were in the exact same place.

to murder millions during the Holocaust.

A few months ago, Agency Chairman Natansealed canisters. Upon contact with air, the crystals
Sharansky and Aliyah Dept. Head Eli Cohen decidegdyaporated into a lethal gas which rapidly asphiggia

order to build his home together with us, has comq.
It was moving to think that young Jews will come to

hear and learn about Israel without fear, stangithg IN MIND WHEN
There are many of"'ces in the building, but very
YOU THINK OF THE
FUTURE

PLEASE KEEP US

Our mission as members of The Americar
Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors
& Their Descendants is to perpetuate

The gas was transported in crystal form in

to seek new offices in Hamburg from where tohyman beings. The Nazis would put the gas int
manage the campaign to encourafjgah among  sealed rooms containing their victims, who died 3
Jews in the area, provide information about ISraekerriple death.
and nurture ties between Israel and the Diaspora From these of"ces, the company marketed th
communities. At "rst, nObOdy could have imaginedgas to SS of'cers and to anyone who wanted t
which location would be chosen, but in retrOSpeCtuse it against Jews. The company rented the enti
the choice seems "tting. building from its owner, a private individual. At the
Recently, many attended a festive openingnd of WwII, the owner and company director werg
ceremony. No official representative of Israeltried and executed. Recently, an Israeli lag !uttered
was present, but 12 Hamburg residents who haglom the building, and the Agency celebrated the
already decided to malaiyah came to support the opening of its of'ces together with Even Ezer, theo
organization, along with many prominent membersrganization encouragirajiyahin Hamburg, where

of the local Jewish community. some 3,000-4,000 Jews currently live.
Under the large red-brick building they discovered

an old plaque in Yiddish which read, “The evil in the
world which is not destroyed will rise again.”

Eli Cohen, who was born in Morocco and came tc
Israel at the age of three with his family, represente
the Jewish Agency. He said how moving it had been t
discover the plaque, remember the events of histor
and see how a building which represents evil ha
become a place encouragialiyah.

“Opening an of"ce in the place where the powers
of darkness once were is victory over despair,” h¢
said. “I stood there in the building and said tcseif/-
‘Never again# From this building, used by those wh
sold Zyklon B to murder Jews, we’ll continue to wor

NOTICE TO HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS
NEEDING ASSISTANCE

Financial assistance is available for needy
Holocaust survivors. If you have an urgent
situation regarding housing, health care, food or
other emergency, you may be eligible for a one-time
grant funded by the Claims Conference.

If there is a Jewish Family Service agency in
your area, please discuss your situation with them.
If there is no such agency nearby, mail a written
inquiry describing your situation to:

Emergency Holocaust Survivor Assistance

P.O. Box 765

Murray Hill Station

New York, NY 10156

7
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©

till the very last Jew who wants to come to Israel ir

the remembrance of the Shoah through
education and commemoration.

We educate our future generations whilg
remembering and commemorating our
past. In order to leave a lasting legacy tda
show that our lives have made a difference,
each of us can be a part of ensuring that ou
sacred task of remembrance will continug
in years to come.

As you plan your legacy, we would
be honored if you would consider The
American Gathering as a part of your
“future.” You can arrange to leave a bequest
to The American Gathering of Jewish
Holocaust Survivors & Their Descendants
in your will. The following wording is
recommended:

“I give and bequeath to The
American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust
Survivors & Their Descendants, a not-for-
pro"t corporation, with its principal of"ce
located at 122 West 30th Street, Suite 203,
New York, New York, 10001”

We are humbled by the task ahead of
us and grateful to each of you for your
con"dence and support as we begin the
second decade of the 21st Century.

—_
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A disturbing report from have lasted weeks, even months.” Instead, they came

Churchill’s delegation to to “discover the truth,” they wrote, quoting Chuich
—so0 long as real human traces remained evident in

Buchenwald the camp.

By LiTaL LEvIN, Haaretz Though conditions at Buchenwald had surely

ONAPRIL 19, 1945, eight days after the Buchenwaldmproved immeasurably in the week after the Allies

concentration camp was liberated by Allied forcesliberated it, evidence was still abundant. “The stench

British Prime Minister Winston Churchill stood of decay and disease still enveloped the camp,”

before parliament and delivered an urgent request. delegation members reported. American soldiers

received this morning an unof"cial statement fromtold the British visitors about what had taken place

General Eisenhower indicating that new discoveriesn one of the camp’s “better” huts: Female prisoners

particular in Weimar, are far more serious than whatvere forced to sleep there with the few prisoners

has been revealed up to now,” he said. “Eisenhoweavho received special privileges—which included

urges me to send a group of MPs to his headquarte2-minute visits to this slave-labor brothel. The

immediately, so that they can see these atrogiiitis women were promised better conditions, but in  “They told us that most of those who had

their own eyes. | have decided that a parliamentamnost cases they were executed. When the camp wasdergone operations were dead; and they made it

delegation comprised of eight members of the Houskberated, 15 women were still alive in the hovel.  clear that the policy of exterminating Jews had long

of Commons and two members of the House of Lords  The report described the former inmates aseplaced that of sterilizing and castrating them,” the

should depart immediately... The goal of this visit iswandering around like exhausted skeletons. Those iport stated.

to discover the truth.” slightly better health showed their scars and wounds The parliamentarians heard about Frau Koch, the
Members of the Buchenwald delegation wereto the British visitors, and described the beatthgy  wife of the camp’s commander, who would collect

selected from a large group of volunteers who effer had suffered. objects made from human skin. A British scientist

their services that day. And they had to hurry—atire “One half-naked skeleton, who wandered onwho accompanied the MPs examined a lamp shade

evidence was disappearing by the hour. Undecrutches, writhing in pain in the corridor stoppedthat had belonged to the Nazi woman and veri'ed

orders from Allied soldiers, German residents inwhen he saw us, straightened up, smiled and sdlutedhese claims.

the area had already started to clean the camp tfey wrote. The visitors also reported seeing small signs of

its "Ith and festering disease, and to bury the dead The British parliamentarians visited wooden hutgestitution and recovery. A Hitler doll had beeaqgd

one by one; Eisenhower issued commands for thihat had no !oors, where victims were packed innext to the camp’s gate, as though it had been killed

burial procedures. The few huts "t for human useSome showed the visitors the boards on which thegymbolically—with a caption in German that read,

were being converted by Allied workers into "eld slept: “Even in their extremely emaciated state, theyHitler must die so that Germany can live.”

hospitals, to treat the tens of thousands of mortallgould sleep on the planks only by lying on thaiesi, “Preparing this report, we have committed

ill camp prisoners. without moving.” ourselves to writing with restraint and objectiyity
The British delegation departed the next day The delegation members witnessed similatand to refrain from personal responses or emotional

aboard Dakota military aircraft. On Saturday mognin conditions in the Nazi health clinics. “Excrementcomments,” the delegates concluded. However, they

April 21, they passed through Buchenwald’s gates.from dysentery sufferers dripped through the plainks declared, “we are of the unanimous opinion that a
The delegation’s report was prepared within ghey wrote. They visited gas chambers, and roomgolicy of starvation and inhuman brutalization was

week. On April 27, 1945 a thin volume was publishedwhose ceilings had nooses for hanging prisonergnforced at Buchenwald for a prolonged period of

selling for two pence to anyone interested. A copy iThere were piles of corpses, still dressed in blue angime. Such camps symbolize the lowest nadir ever

preserved today in thdaaretzarchive. Delegation white striped uniforms; these victims had starvedeached by humanity. The memory of what we saw

members clarify in the preface that they arrived ato death. The visitors were informed of tortureand heard at Buchenwald will haunt us for many

Buchenwald without an intention to conduct a legakxperiments carried out in the medical labs, and mefears.”

inquiry of Nazi war crimes, a process “that wouldone survivor, a Polish Jew, who had been castrated.

Dutch archive: new info on some WWII Jews’ arrests

by ToBy STERLING , AP There are 500,000 dossiers on 310,000

AMSTERDAM (AP) - The Netherlands’ national collaborators at the archive’s collection on special

archive recently announced that it has gathered nepostwar tribunals, but those records are sealed until

information about the arrests and deportations atose named inside have died—and even then they

some 9,000 Dutch Jews during World War 1. can only be viewed by family members or victims.
The information, from a sealed archive on In addition, the archive is organized by

wartime collaborators, will reveal to some Dutchcollaborator name, rather than by victim, making

Jews the names of those who arrested their relativiégsharder for relatives to know where to look. The

and other precious facts about their "nal days as thayew information is just a fraction of what the sealed

were deported to Nazi concentration camps duringrchive contains. them at "rst, and then later | did,” Paul Hellmann

the German occupation of the Netherlands from “None of the victims knew who had arrestedsajd in an interview with NOS.

1940 to 1945. them, or they weren’t able to communicate it” before  The letters were about everyday occurrences such
The project was carried out by journalist Adthey died, Van Liempt said in an interview publishedas seeing trams in the eastern Dutch city of Arnhem,

van Liempt and a team of researchers who receivezh the website of state broadcaster NOS. and eating a tasty pie, “but they are letters from a son

special permission in Sept. 2010 to review dossiers One Jewish survivor contacted by the project iso his father,” Hellmann said. “It's one of the efest

of 250 collaborators who are no longer alive. Paul Hellmann, whose father Bernhard died at thehings that they did, that he wasn't allowed to keep
It primarily centers on the work of the Sobibor camp in Nazi-occupied Poland. Researchegsose letters.”

“Henneicke Column”—a group of Dutch Nazi found a dossier in the archive containing previously  Results of the project will only be available to

collaborators working in the investigative division unknown details of Bernhard’s arrest on a Dutchvictims’ families. The names of the 9,000 victims

of the government’s Central Bureau for Jewishfarm where he was hiding, and his subsequenyill be added to a digital database later this month.

Emigration, which employed police and bountyinterrogation. An estimated 110,000 Dutch Jews died in the
hunters to "nd Jews who had escaped the net of the Also contained in the same dossier were twiHolocaust, including teenage diarist Anne Frankt Ju
Nazis and their informers. letters written by the then 7-year-old Paul, in 830,000 Dutch Jews survived the war.

While researching a book on the bounty hunterschoolboy scrawl, to his father. They had been Details of the Frank family’s arrest are already
in 2002—A Price on Their Heads-Van Liempt delivered to the farm by someone in the Dutctknown, although it remains uncertain who tipped
found personal information in the archive he thoughtesistance and Bernhard was carrying them at thsolice to her family’s hiding place above a carides
would be useful to victims, but knew they would betime of his arrest. warehouse in Amsterdam.
unable to obtain. “l couldn’t believe my eyes. | couldn’t look at
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B_Le_ad_AID_D_e_i.S_N_O_t_EﬂD_U.g.h_ Adults in Yiddish and Hebrew; Books on JewishArieh Tartakower stated, “There are no Hebrew or

topics in any European language; Text-books folriddish books in the European countries.” A June

By Miriam INTRATOR, The Jewish Week Jewish University students.” Religious and refeeenc 1945 press release quoted WJC President Rabbi
IN THE SPRING of 1946, Zalman Grinberg and books were also important, as were periodicals anStephen Wise saying, “The Nazi barbarians have
Josef Rosensatt, representatives of Jewish Holbcaddrofessional literature. destroyed everything culturally Jewish ... Not only
survivors and Displaced Persons (DPs) in the In response, donations poured in from colleggublic libraries but libraries of private individsa
American and British zones of post-World War I and university students, synagogue sisterhoodéiave been made to disappear.” Similarly, in mid-
Europe, respectively, visited the United Statese@  ©Organizations such as Habonim, the National Jewish947 in Great Britain, Hester Roseman wrote, “In
alone is not enough,” they poignantly pleaded toVorkers Alliance and the Jewish Educationalmany countries it is now dif*cult to "nd anything
American Jews, “Send us poets, writers and singefsommittee, as well as from libraries and institngio  in Hebrew script.” And as late as November 1948,
to show us that Jewish life is not dead.” For years, librarian Gertrude Finkel at the HamiltonWolf Blattberg of the WJC wrote, “It seems that the

Reports from others close to the wreckage ofish Park Lower East Side branch of the New Yorldestruction of books during the war was so complete
post-Holocaust Europe also emphasized that despifublic Library managed a steady stream of donatiorthat actually nothing was left.”
the acute need for sustenance and shelter, th@m the library and its patrons. Such statements circulated even as Allied forces
cultural hunger of survivors was often even greater By 1950, several hundred thousand books hadiscovered stores of Hebraica and Judaica, Jewish
than their physical hunger. According to the Worldbeen widely distributed to Jewish organizationscultural material stolen but not in fact destroyed by
Jewish Congress (WJC), survivors recognized thachools and libraries throughout Europe, which thethe Nazis, thanks in part to the trophy-collecting and
“courage and strength could only be found in thegifted or loaned them to individuals and groups. Théresearch” impulses of Hitler and his henchmen.
living wellspring of Jewish culture and learning.” books were reported to be “literally devoured” andwhile far too many Jewish books had been lost
As that wellspring had been all but depleted by théever suf'cient in number. They offered survivorsforever, those that could be were restituted askéyui
anti-Jewish pillage and murderous violence thag means to connect with aspects of a traditionals possible to their original institutional or inidiual
characterized Hitler’s brutal reign, its revitalization European Jewish past, virtually annihilated by thewners, or to any surviving relations. For a sigaifit
would signify liberation from the crushing weight Nazis, as well as a means to begin looking towargortion, no such recipients could be identi"ed or
of fascism, and would satisfy the existential neec&and constructing a new future. Perhaps mosfound.
for culture that exploded in the wake of the massmportantly, the book projects acknowledged the These books were variously referred to as
devastation. continued existence and cultural needs of Jews ifunclaimed,” “heirless,” “unidenti"able” or, as in

Survivors had a voracious appetite for books irmpost-Holocaust Europe. A brief note from a survivorhistorian Lucy Dawidowicz’s preferred terminology,
particular. Openly visiting a library or purchasingin Warsaw expressed the grateful sentiment thatithout ascertainable ownership.” Out of these,
a book, reading and learning what, when, how an¢hany felt, “Please accept our heartfelt thanks fodDC representatives, including Dawidowicz, selected
with whom one wishes, are emblematic activitiesemembering us and for sending the books. Ther25,000 duplicates and general interest books fa. DP
of a free and civilized existence, one that Europeapan be no better gift.” Most of world Jewry believed the remainder, and
Jews were impatient to re-embark upon after having  Much of the urgency to give and receive booksn particular any valuable, rare and unique items,
been deprived of liberty or normality for well over stemmed from the pessimistic belief that Europeashould be transferred to institutions in the United
a decade. Jewry’s entire literary heritage had been wiped outStates and Palestine, then Israel, the new centers o

Although the effort has been largely forgotten|n January 1945, American Jewish community leader
today, those concerned about the future of European

Jewry had begun planning for the renewal of its - -
vibrant cultural life even before it was possible for Ber|in Ilbrary returns books signi"cant monetary value, they offer a sobering

messages like that of Grinberg and Rosensaft to b ; ; limpse of the countrv’s history.
voiced or heard. Contrary to the widely held notion§t0|en by Nazis to ‘JeWISh gimp Y Y

: - o ) . “It's the ordinariness of these books that remind
that virtually all surviving Jewish life and heritage Communlty us of the horrible reality of the persecution of the

led or was shipped out of postwar Europe at thegy Jenny Sorrel, The Associated Press | The Jews during the Nazi era,” Germany’s top of"ciad f

earliest possible opportunity, in fact vessels caryingnadian Press cultural affairs, Bernd Neumann, said at the cersmo

Jewish texts were virtually passing each othergeg, N - Recently rediscovered books plundered byt Berlin's New Synagogue.

traveling to and from Europe and America, betWeeny,q nazis more than six decades ago were retuoned t  Lala Suesskind, the head of Berlin’s Jewish

about 1945 and 1951. .___Berlin’s Jewish community recently in a ceremonycommunity, said “this hand-over reminds us all that
. The W‘]C BQOK Supply _Sche,:me, the Americany; e city’s landmark synagogue. injustice never loses signi“cance over time.”

Joint !Z)|str|but|on Comml_ttees (JDC) SOS The Berlin Central and Regional Library formally =~ Jewish households, community centers and

(Supplies for Overseas Survivors) Books, and Srmllahanded over 10 books and three journal volumeschools were routinely looted by the Nazis and

but smaller programs run by Agudas Israel World

Organization. the American Jewish Committee. th discovered among more than 200,000 volumethousands of books were burned. Some, however,
ganization, Ine American Jewish L.ommitiee, the were spared and archive records show that

United Jewish Educational and Cultural Organization more than 40,000 looted books were sold to the

among others, had ambitious programs to provide Berlin Central and Regional Library in 1943.
books, libraries and education for surviving youth But, "nding them is like searching for a

and adults in Europe. These were directed not only .
- : i . needle in a haystack, the researchers say.
at the most visible and accessible Jewish population . ) 4
o . We are happy every time we can give
over'owing into and out of Allied-run DP camps, ) IR
. . - : books back to the rightful owner,” historian
but also at Jewish survivors and surviving Jewish Peter Proelssz from the library said. “But there
communities in virtually every war-impacted e still 200.000 books with ynkn -wn fain
European country, from Belgium to Bulgaria, France are s ' 00KS unkno , ong
to go through. In the past year, we've gone

cont'd on p. 15

to Romania. i .

Urgent appeals, such as, “Do You Have Jewish thro\llj\ﬂ:] 25’%00’ _I?r(_)elsszhsald. h
Books? The DPs Want Them Desperately” in the en identitying t. € owners, t. N
National Jewish Postappeared throughout the researchers look for certain clues:_some_tlmes
Anglo-American Jewish press. While there is no one a stamp on the “rst page, somefimes just a

simple or standard de"nition of a “Jewish book,” P€ing éxamined by researchers as part of a projemlmber. o

to donors and recipients at the time, the books i establish their origin, with a focus on restitution.  For example, inside one of the books recently

question were either in Hebrew or Yiddish, or had ~ ©One of the books is from noted author Gottholdliscovered, “The Jewish Youth Calendar,” a faint

speci"c Jewish content or context. Ephraim Lessing and dates back to 1890. There #amp can still be made out that reads: “Belongs to
To illustrate, a WJC brochure requestedalso atravel guide to Palestine from 1934 and a bodke religious school of the Jewish Comr_nur_ﬂty.”

speci“cally: “Hebrew and Yiddish classics; Books ©n Jewish history “from the destruction of the First _The Germa_n_ federal government c_jlstnbuf[es €1

on Jewish History and Jewish social problems; Lightfemple to the present,” that was published in 1913nillion ($1.4 million) annual to restitution projects

Literature in Yiddish and Hebrew; Text-books for All are in German. across the country.

children in Hebrew; Song-books for Children and  Though experts say none of the books have
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Macedonia Unveils Memorial To  U.S. State Dept. concerned  Siemens opens Nazi camp !le

Holocaust Victims about Czech Holocaust By Toby Axelrod, The Jewish Chronicle
Radio Free Europex institute EACH FEBRUARY, Gilbert Michlin invites fellow

SKOPJE — A memorial center dedicated to _survivors and their spouses to his birthday party at
Prague (CTK) - The U.S. Department of State is,; : : : : ol
Holocaust victims was of‘cially opened on March 10, <2 (€T P his home in Paris. Before makingiehaim, Michlin

i i i : ) concerned about the recently founded Europeap,mempers how, two days before his 18th birthda
in the Macedonian capital, Skopje, RFE/RL's Balkang, o Legacy Institute (ESLI) seated in the Czeclh 1944 he was’ deporteyd trom Parie and sent toya

Service reports. Republic. .

Senior Macedonian officials were joined at  “«pnere js some concern about what is happeninalav_?hliestb;éasruchizsmiz ?L,rb;]uesacrévgltzlz.or decades. he
the ceremony by Albanian President Bamir Topl, it the ESLI because there is not a lot of visible, ¢ peer ask’ing' why did Siemens keep him and 87
Montenegrin President Gjorge lvanov, and Israell .yjyity at the moment,” said Douglas Davidson,.U.Siher slave labourers alive? What happened to the
Deputy Prime Minister Moshe vaalon. _ Special Envoy for Holocaust Issues. He said it Wagiher men who worked for Siemens, in the heart of

Ya'alon said he was grateful to the Macedoniany, o main purpose of his visit to the Czech Republic the Nazi killing machine? ’
government on behalf of Israel for the opening of the, eet heople from the ESLI and its founder, the Bzec Answers miaht be in the company archive. Its
center, which Is the fourth of its kind in the world. Foreign Ministry, and check the situation. director, Frank \%Vittendorfer sa spSieymens central
The others are in Jerusalem, Washington, and Berlin 550 admitted that the United States had N chive in Munich has 2.5 Iingar miles of files

_ Yaralon added that "the Holocaust did not beginy ey royiged the “nances it promised to send to thg o 0o photos and 3,000 “Ims ’
with the concentration camps, but with the spread Gfqti te. He said the "rst part of the money would éecrecy surrounds the archives. most of which
antisemitism and hate speech on the streets. It N panged over “fairly soon.” were moved from Berlin to Munich before the end
taught us that fanatic |Fieolog|e§ cannot be stopped e ESL | was founded in January 2010 based O8f the war to escape Allied bombings. It has been
with ignorance and indifference.” ____the Terezin Declaration. The U.S. pledged to ampual 4t as hard to get into these archives as into those

The Holocaust victims memorial is a multimedia ;i te $150,000 to its activities for "ve ysaFhe in the Vatican g
center with photos, narratives, and video clipgzech Foreign Ministry annually earmarks eight For yearé historian Wilfried Feldenkirchen
showing the life of the Jewish communities INmjjion growns (@$452,000) to the ESLI. oversaw the central archive, butin June 2010 he died
\I\//Ivgtr:lzd\(l)vr;?ﬁmd the Balkans and their suffering @urin - The Terezin Declaration was signed by EUin a crash of an electric model of a Siemens car

L - representatives in mid-2009. Further countries have i iohli

An estimated 66,000 of Yugoslavia's 80,000 JeWsine it since then. Among others, the declaratiogomiugggxetrzerih?;e;égnﬁ t?ﬁ; l\glizzl]lgnrsnzcgh?\t/e
were klled during the Holocaust, most of them atyemands the restitution of private property takefls o provide its "les on Nazi-era operations at the
Jasenovac, near the Croatian capital of Zagreb. - ayay from Holocaust survivors. Ravensbruck women'’s concentration camp to a major

The ESLI, which is to be a forum of states andyyhinition. This could mean there is hope for Michl

organizations representing Holocaust victims, i)hg "ve years ago attended a historic, privatetinge

without a proper director at present as Lukas Priby,enyeen Bobrek survivors and Siemens management
resigned from the post. and labor.

ESLI representatives said that last year it had  nNow Dr Wittendorfer has said he plans to

dealt with issues related to its foundation. 1©als m, 6ve access to the archives. Legitimate written
focused on inter-governmental negotiations abourtequests will be honored, but only those "les that
recommendations for the restitution of privatep e peen catalogued may be viewed. And, slowly
property taken away from Holocaust survivors inp wittendorfer and his staff are cataloguing maés

1933-1945. _ _ "les so they will be searchable electronically.
The ESLI has two main tasks: education and

Bread AloneisNotEnough communication, support for about half a million Demanjuk verdict

contd from p. 14 Holocaust survivors who are still alive and often¢ontd from p. 2

without question or contest. ~live in poverty. It has a 75-member consulting boardgr;rfcrgszlr?én’ﬂzsﬁsk:2;%%2?\3a'\g?:i::ﬁzPsa}[ganl 'ir:]
In one little-known example of contestation, that monitors its activities and whose members wer ’ g

Jewish leaders and librarians representing thesbewinominated by states and NGOs. %ermany, were _similarly afforded every opportu_nity
Community of Prague’s Library, Amsterdam’s to establish their innocence before being convicted

Jewish Bibliotheca Rosenthaliana and the Jewish for their role in the genocide of European Jewry. So

Bibliotheca Simonseniana of Copenhagen’s Royahat European Jewry's surviving cultural heritage'Vere more “humble” Nazi war criminals, to use Jus-
Library, maintained that it was “desirable” for someshould be accessible to the majority of the world'sliC€ Jackson's term, such as the 22 members of the
portion of the heirless books to remain “accessiblsurviving Jews where they were going to live, studyAUschwitz administration who sat in the dock in a
for Jewish studies in Europe.” Individually, eachand work, which was no longer in Europe. Frankfurt courtroom from December 1963 until Au-
proposed a new central Jewish library be built within ~ Today, Jewish life and culture in Europe is9ust 1965. o o _
post-Holocaust Europe. Under the auspices of then an upswing. The recently launched Judaica [N this context, Demjanjuk’s conviction vali-
nascent United Nations Educational, Scienti"c andEuropeana project, for example, led by a consortiurflates Justice Jackson's faith in the judicial process.
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), it was hoped thatof Jewish libraries, museums and historical societieéccused of taking part in the perpetration of crimes
the international and cooperative, and emphaticalljhroughout Europe, seeks to identify and centraliz&9@inst humanity, Demjanjuk was not subjected to
Jewish, character of such a library would be ensuredccess to and knowledge about Jewish content @bitrary vengeance or punishment but was instead

Why should the surviving bulk of Europe’s rich European collections. As the Jewish expansion iﬁllowed tq avail himself of the fundamental protec-
and historic Jewish cultural heritage be removeahfr Europe continues to surprise and perplex many Jewons provided by the courts of three separate coun-
Europe, proponents asked, when Jewish communiti@dsewhere, it is worth remembering those who wer&i€s. When the evidence against him seemed less
and respectable Jewish institutions, including theicommitted to the renewal of European Jewry even iﬁh_a” conclusive with respect to his havmg been Tre-
own distinguished libraries, remained alive andhe immediate aftermath of its attempted anniliirati Plinka’s Ivan the Terrible, he was given the bene"t
dedicated to a future within Europe? Denmark, inTheir hope that books and libraries would contribute®f the doubt. In the end, however, he was unable
particular, argued that it had protected the majorityo the revival of former cultural and intellectual {0 €scape the verdict of either justice or history. As
of its Jews during the Holocaust and had kept th@astitutions and to the creation of new ones thatly ~ Rudie S. Cortissos, whose mother was murdered at
Bibliotheca Simonseniana and other valuable Jewishoth honor European Jewry’s past and ensure it30Pibor, observed, Demjanjuk “is a small "sh. But
collections out of Nazi hands. Nevertheless, for théuture, is perhaps "nally coming to fruition. whether you are a whale or a sardine, someone whc
leading organizations of world Jewry, as the site of went wrong this way should be punished.”

the Holocaust and due to its drastically reduced an¥firiam Intrator is a doctoral candidate in moderniBpean
declining Jewish population, Europe was no Ionge?nd Jewish history at the Graduate Center, Citydrsity =~ Menachem Z. Rosensaft is adjunct professor of law at

. . i i i i Cornell Law School, distinguished visiting lecturer at
and would never again be a Jewish center. As such,cg)NeW York. Her dissertation examines UNESCOgsirol g g

had neither riah d for the book library and book-related cultural reconstruction projects Syracuse University College of Law, and vice president of
ad neitner right to nor need for the books requestg post-World War Il Europe. She has a master’s in librarythe American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors
for the proposed library. The prevailing position wasgqjence. and Their Descendants.
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Holocaust hero ... or hoax? Auschwitz 111.) smuggle himself into the camps without being able
By M AUREEN CALLAHAN , NY Post Avey has stood by his account, as has his ccto convincingly portray themselves as a Polish or
THE IDEA, he says today, was to tell the world Ofauthor Rob Broomby, a journalist for the_BBC. German prisoner,” says historian Black. The most
these atrocities. So, as a British prisoner of @anis “This poor man had the supreme misfortune tccommon in"ltrators were members of the Polish
eend up a witness to the most supreme injustice of eunderground, who not only had contacts inside and

Avey snuck into a concentration camp in the middle; ) : :
y P time,” Broomby says today. “Those around him hacoutside but relied on a far less dangerous method:

of 1944: “| wanted the names of the SS of"cers i h d Ve to tell what h 4Thev'd get th | tod
responsible for the obscenity around me,” he writeg 0 'd€a who wou _survwe 0 tell what happene e}/ ge ! emselves arrested. .
p : " The Jews said to him, ‘Please, if you get home, te It wasn’t such an easy thing to do, break into a
| could bear witness. , . ) . ” “
the world. Tell the world.” He did what he could.” concentration camp,” Black says. “Let alone break
American and British officials first heard of out of one.”
Auschwitz through the Riegner telegram of August  One assertion of
1942, sent by a member of the World Jewish CongretAvey’s most disturbs
in Switzerland. It was met by both nations withBlack: his claim that
disbelief. In July 1943, Jan Karski, a member ofthe military, in their
the Polish underground who'd in"ltrated a transitpost-war debrief of
camp —a town without boundaries where Jews werAvey, did not want
held for transport—personally informed Presidento hear what had
Roosevelt of Nazi atrocities. Finally, two Slovaktranspired. “That
Jews named Alfred Wetzler and Rudolf Vrba escapewould surprise me,”
from Auschwitz in April 1944, and their detailed says Black. “Right
accounts of the grotesqueries within were broadcaat the end of the war,
embodiment of British t(:c tEe world through the mainstream media in Junwth_?' British almdk_US
resolve and bravery, wreathed in laurels by formef t“at year. o m |tar_y werelooking .
Prime Minister Gordon Brown and put under The range qf k'nowledge of what was happen_lngfor evidence of atrocities and for suspects .to indict.
consideration to be named “Righteous Among th as re_Iatlve]!y leltsg, Hsalys Peterl\l/?lack, sen'L‘orThey were’veryde_glger. It cor:JIdhweI(Ij_Ze'that |fAV(re]ys
Nations” by Israel's National Holocaust Museum, |stor_|an of t e olocaust Museum. sstorywasnt_cre”| e enough, they didn't wantéa
vad Vashem. unbel_levable as it may seem today, the averagmore from him. _

Avey, 92, is now no longer under considerationAmer'Can’ he'says, was unaware of the full sca_le ar Sh(?'uld Aveys_ qccount_prove false, it ant
g ; ” . scope of Nazi atrocities until the Nuremberg trials. be the "rst. Nor will it be uniqueThe Password is
His story cannot be confirmed,” says Neil o _ : ) ) "
Tweedie, who interviewed Avey for Britain's daily If Avey did, in fact, smuggle himself into Courage published in 1954, told the story of a British
paperThe Guardian “It's a bizarre thing to make Auschwitz with the smgL_JIar purpose of alertingPOW named Charles Coward, vyho was held in the

- - : » the world, why has he waited until 2011 to alert thesame camp as Avey—E715, adjacent to Auschwitz

up. In the end, it comes down to taking his word. Id? “H I ; hotlll. C q q d. claimed to h ded
The World Jewish Congress has asked the yporld? ? was not a well man,” says co-au_t orlil. Coward, now deceased, claime to ave trade
Broomby. “When he came back, he was questioneidentities with a Jewish prisoner of Auschwitz and

Since its pub-
lication in the UK,
Avey’s memoir, The
Man Who Broke Into
Auschwitzhas become
a best-seller and will
now be published in 10
countries, including the
US this summer. His
recent interview on the
BBC drew millions of
viewers. He became
a national hero, the

The damage done by such hoaxes are incalculable, an affront not only to those who lived
and died in the camps but to history itself.

by military of"cers, and he sensed that people didn'to have smuggled Jewish prisoners out of the camp.

Parts of Avey’s story can be veri"ed: He joineolWant tq hear about it. So h_ejust shut down.” He became a national hero, the subject pf a 1962
the Rile Brigade in 1939 and was taken as a prisoner Aside fromilack of evidence, Avey’s agcou_ntfgaturg "Im, aYad_Vashem honoree. And, like Avey,
of war in Libya in 1940. He was imprisoned in deer suffers from actlonsthatdgfy common and hlstd)rlc_ahls claims have since come undgr dispute: None of
of camps before his internment, in 1943, at a po\gense. Why would Hans, if he existed, agree to risthe hundreds of men Coward claimed to have saved

Qis life, and the lives of his fellow prisonersstoitch  has ever been identi"ed or come forward.
IIl. During day labor, Avey befriended an Auschwitz identitie_s under th(_a cruel proviso that he_:_return t¢ _ Thg false Holoca_lust memoir is a c_ur_ioug and
prisoner named Ernst Lobethal, to whom he smuggle’élJSChW'FZ? How did Hans access the British PQMdlgturblng sgbgenre, mcluangagmer?tsBln.Jamln
cigarettes — a life-saving form of currency in the€amP without the proper military papers, whlchyvllkomlrskl_’s 1995 accou_nt of his childhood
camps. (This was veri"ed by the Shoah testimonfermaf” guards inspected upon eaC_h entry and exinternment in a goncgntr§t|on camp. .It was Igter
given by the now-deceased Lobethal.) How did Avey, who _spoke only Engllsh, stay underrevealed th_at Wilkomirski was born in a Swiss

Avey also claims to have befriended a prisonefhe radar in Auschwitz, where most prisoners spokorphanage in 1947, two years after World War 1l
of Auschwitz named Hans, and here’s where th&ither German or Polish? For that matter, how werended.
story becomes impossible to prove: Avey doesn’Pther non-English-speaking prisoners brought intc  In 2008, Herman Rosenblafsgel at the Fence
know Hans' last name, and isn’t even sure Hansuch an elaborate and potentially fatal conspiracy— the story of meeting his future wife as a child in a
was an actual birth name. Avey says he convincel’hy wasn't the knowledge Avey absorbed fromconcentration camp — was also revealed to be a lie.
Hans to secretly switch clothes and identities, wityvorking in extreme proximity to Auschwitz enough? That same year, the authorMfsha: A Memoire of
Avey sneaking into Auschwitz as Hans, and Hané"c_’W was Avey able to as_k Haps to go anng Wi_trthe_ Holocaust Yearz_idmitt_ed th_at her_ chronicle of
reporting to the POW camp as Avey — not once, buiS Plan not once, but twice, without absorbing itshiding from the Nazis while being raised by a pack
twice. Avey can remember the names of only twg®Sychological barbarism? . of wolves was a "ction. _
co-conspirators: Bill Hedges and Jimmy Fleet. Both If he minded swapping back, he never said so,’  The damage done by such hoaxes are incalculable,
men are dead, and there is no record of survivors W€y writes, somewhat antiseptically. “He was aan affront not only to those who lived and died in the
descendants. decent chap and | knew he would do the job.” camps but to history itself.

Avey’s details of Auschwitz Il would be known The hero of this story, say his defenders, isAvey  “It gives Holocaust deniers ammunition,” says
to most anyone who'’s read about the HolocaustDenis is a thoroughly old-fashioned guy who wasBlack, who adds that not every Holocaust hoax is
He claims to have seen a dead body, head shavétiought up with the idea that you don’t walk awaythe product of nefarious intentions. “I must say, not
hanging from a gibbet, or gallows. He describes théom injustice,” says Broomby. “The Brits were all of these things are deliberate. Post-war repetition
barracks as squat, the food as sparse. He writes $nuggling food and cigarettes into Auschwitz, but zand discussion with other survivors work their way
the stench from the crematorium and the piles ofot of them were becoming inured.” into memories.”
bodies. He claims to have seen the “Arbeit Macht Avey, Broomby maintains, was a man apart:  And then there are those fabricators, he concedes,
Frei” sign upon walking in to Auschwitz Ill, though “S0 many kept their heads down, but Denis was with an insatiable need for mass adulation.
most Holocaust historians maintain that it wastedec  Strapping, "ery 25-year-old,” he says. “He remainec  “Think of the attention Holocaust survivors
over Auschwitz . (The famed author and Holocaus@ngry, and wanted to see and learn what he could.get,” he says. “You automatically become a thing of

survivor Primo Levi claimed to have seen it over “It would be very dif"cult for any individual to reverence.”

publisher to launch an independent investigation.

camp called E715, which was adjacent to Auschwit
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Revea|ed: How even German died in the massacre which took place in April 1945an Israel that was a bit more than a decade old, an
with a 17-year-old Hitler Youth leader accountinglsrael labored under the myth of a “New Israeli"ovh

CIVIIIanS tOOk part In for 20 alone. had left the ghetto behind. The regnant parties of the
k||||ng concentration camp Blatman, of The Hebrew University in Jerusalemleft in Israel — Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion’s
SUI'ViVOI’S said; “The more the war approached its end, and thdapai, Achdut Ha-Avodah, Mapam—were imbued

) ) more obvious the prisoners” presence in the midst afith the ideology ofsh’lilat ha-Golah “rejection
By ALLAN HaLL, The Daily Mail. the German population became, the more regularlgf the diaspora”—and the rejection of the survivors
THE HORRIFYING story is detailed ilihe Death  German civilians participated.” of the Holocaust. Eichmann woke up Israel to the
Marches: The Final Phase of Nazi Genoclde In Palmnicken near the former East Prussian cityealities of the Holocaust and of the survivors.
Daniel Blatman of K6nigsberg some 3,000 prisoners from the Stéittho ~ Lipstadt’s brisk narrative is a primer on the

Anew book about the closing days of World War ¢4 centration camp were herded by civilians on tsociological impact of the trial on Israeli society

Il chronicles how German civilians murdered manypeach of the frozen Baltic Sea to be mowed dowiivhat was it like in Jerusalem in 19617 Lipstadt puts

concentration camp survivors as they moved througBy SS soldiers. the reader right there.

their towns and villages on infamous “death marthes ~  ajong the country roads of a huge swathe of  Lipstadt is expert at parsing moments in history

back into the shrinking Reich. _ ~ Germany can be found the little memorials to téerib that are not easy to understand. A notable example

~ The violence shows how even with their nationge(s \here people were killed in ones and twos anig her chapter on Hungarian Jewry, in which she

in ruins, the Allies advancing on all fronts and theg,metimes tens and hundreds. interweaves the oft-told yet chilling narrative of

war hopeless, ordinary people were so indoctrinated  gjaiman believes tens of thousands of “ordinanyRudolf Kasztner and Joel Brand’s negotiations
with Nazi hate they  Germans” became killers despite no documentarwith the SS for Jews—and Jews, many Jews, were
were prepared to kill - ¢\iqence whatsoever that any of the SS or Nazi parsaved by Kasztner—into the story of the Holocaust
defenceless people in hierarchy had ever ordered them to behave in sudh Hungary. It's a complicated story, and Lipstadt’s
cold blood. a fashion. telling is nothing less than a tour-de-force.

The De a_t h Blatman says that the mentality of the prisoners”  But the strength oThe Eichmann Trials not

Marches: The Final = gaqistic guards—that they were defending theiin the recounting of the trial itself, but in Lipstadt's
P has_e Of N aZ1  homeland from “subhumans”—somehow resonatediscussion of the aftermath of the trial, of Hannah
Genocideby Daniel it the civilian population as they saw this “endm  Arendt’s judgments on the trial, on Eichmann, and
Blatman is the first passing by their homes. ultimately on European Jewry during the Destruction
book to research what “A decade of indoctrination, a genocidal In Arendt's coverage of the trial fdihe New Yorker
drove these civilians  entajity that had systematically dehumanized the—her articles formed the core of her 1963 book
to acts of savage ;o.candthe Slavs, led to the collective huntgdi@¢.  Eichmann in Jerusalemshe was highly critical of

murder. - the activities of the Jewish Councils, thedenrate,
prisiﬁ?rz fSrgSn Otﬂg The Arendt Trial ?n Nazi-occupied Ian(_js. Not to put too "ne a pointon
) o X By JEroME A. CHANES, The Jewish Week it, to Arendt the JeW|sh_Ieadersh|p of thedenrate
goenrz?::as\(/);rec %Tﬂhgeuf]%\/??z \{Kléh!'r:s?rﬁovr\ﬁ]hsog?rHE TRIAL IN 1961 in Israel of Nazi war criminal Were collaborators. Period. _ _
y Adolf Eichmann has been well rehearsed by scholars, The section on Arendt ifthe Eichmann Trial

1945. . . . . ) ; ; ; ; :
. . in the popular literature, and by journalists aagigh ~ Which serves in effect as Lipstadt's peroration to
As the Allies advanced, the shocking fate Ofprofessionals. the reader, challenges Arendt's assertion that the

approximately half of them became all too apparent="~ "= "\ . category, two books stand out:Judenrétewere participants in the destruction of
Blatman says that in the town of Gardelegen, g_. o . European Jewry.
town in east-central Germany, U.S. soldiers founjE'Chm‘F’lnn prosecutor Gideon Hausnejisstice i '
Y, -5, SOEIET In Jerusalemand Hannah Arendt'&ichmann in Lipstadt argues that Arendt vastly exaggerated
hundreds of charred and mangled bodies in a bar i i i
UG \ Yerusalem the impact of the Jewish Councils, and notes that
in mid-April 1945. Few in 2011 can recall Hausner’s book; Arendt's/n Russia, where many thousands of Jews were

They were the bodies of prisoners from various hich was based on her coverage of the trial anBiurdered, there were dodenrate To say (as some

\(I:ViTSDS El)vohookr\l\?:s?oiebr?i;ﬂ?;?e?esrlgl?aizyzjggzzjser:eahmh generated a "restorm when it was publisied i SCholars have) that Lipstadt benefited from the

o in G “1Y63, still raises blood pressure 50 years later.  hindsight derived from a half-century of researtb
sale in Lermany. Deborah E. Lipstadt, the activities of the Jewish Councils is to miss the

volur::[[eévriz tLa;E;rgI'[igop\:iesgicc;r;hiitclsgiggpI(zerq?nad in The Eichmann Trial Point entirely. The fact is that Arendt, in her zeal to
civilians, some of them armed w’ith hunting riles (Nextbook/Schocken) do‘?s promo_te_ her grand the5|smdenratecollaborat|on
who mu£ated into prison guards of their own votitio | not get to Arendts gnalys_ls —a difficult moral ISSU?’ mdeeo_l—lost her own :
Blatman says youths shouted at the prisoners of the Eichmann trial untii moral compass. Arendts_ assertion that the Nazi
“We're going hunting, to shoot down the zebras#" the end of the book. But perpetratprs and the Je_vwsh leadership were equal
(a reference to the str’iped uniforms). the r_eader knows what's partners in the deportation and s,ubsequent murder
“Men from the Volkssturm militia, police of"cers Cﬁm'ng_r;[h? Afam(;)us Efefﬁ\;vﬁkgjsgg; strated not Arendts fearlessness but
- L ' photograph of Arendt is . _ _ _
e e e o the ok jacket, nght  Threaresmal mistepsThe Ecmam 11
prisonérs into the barn,” adds the historian. up there .W'th Elchmanr_fs. A Pyrrhic V|_ctory 's not a hollow trlum_ph, tis a
“Then they locked t,he doors, lit gasoline-soaked Suggestive, no? Bl_ﬂ ivs victory that s won a,t great cost In_thls and other
' well worth the wait to Instances the editor’s red pencil might have been

straw on the ground and tossed hand grenades info, .4 1t worth the read as well- Lipstadt,more in evidence. Further, the lack of an indemase
the building. Anyone who attempted to escape the professor of history at Emory who (as we ardhan an annoyance; it hinders the use of the book for

inferno ran into  hail of bullets. repeatedly reminded) herself made headlines sonf&rious study, all the more because Lipstadt's\ath

died Some 25 prisoners survived, while about 1’oooyears ago in her trial against Holocaust denier Davifesearch is amazing.

Irving, has written a comprehensive and serious, but More important is Lipstadt’s fudging of the
Colonel George P. Lynch, of the 102nd U'S'high|y readable, report of the trial. question of when the Holocaust came to American

‘Ilnfantry Division said afterwards of these attacks: Did | say “readable?” Lipstadt's book is nothing Jewish consciousness. Everyone expected that this
Some will say that the Nazis were responsible for i o . : would happen as result of the Eichmann trial. It did
this cri Oth il point to the Gest Th less than a page-turner. Beginning with Eichmann’$/oul _ _ _
IS cnme. ers will point 1o the estapo. e“cloak-and-dagger” capture in Argentina, throughnot; it happened in Israel, not in America. It was not
responsibility rests with neither. tis the resgiofiity ' ot leading up to the trial, to the details of théntil 1967, with the Six-Day War and the spectre of
f the entire German people.” . S leading up o ’ it
0 - _ | (f | 0 | another annihilation, that the Holocaust became part
trial (fascinating, surprisingly, even 50 years later).
A similar attack happened in the town of Celle Lipstadt knows how to move a story along of the American Jewish communal agenda. This
not far from the concentration camp of Belsen where " L ' atter is more than a nuance; it goes directly to the
risoners were “killed like animals” in a forest In addition to providing a scrupulously researched”@ _ ) » 1t _
P guide to the trialThe Eichmann Triatecalls for us Point of Lipstadt's book—the Eichmann trial as a

according to a British military report. Some 300that the trial was nothing less than revolutionary in cont'd on p. 18
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Hitler card game maker  IheArendtTrial ecial ¢ atzeva  ar er”
. cont'd from p. 17 .
faces German prosecution vaila le or urvivors raves

FromDiana MAGNAY, CNN

BERLIN (CNN) — Prosecutors in Germany have
begun proceedings against a company that make
card game featuring Nazi dictator Adolf Hitler, amgo
others, they said.

public event sending a public message.

Notwithstanding this point, Deborah Lipstadt Survival has placed upon us the
has done the "eld of Holocaust studies — indeed| responsibility of making sure that the
%hae arenas of European history and sociology — a Holocaust is remembered forever.
major service. Was the Eichmann trial a “show Each of us has the sacred obligation
trial”? Did it exceed its legal mandate? Lipstadt [ o share this task while we still can.

cannily addre_sses thes_e que§tions, and_leayes the However, with the passage of each
reader to decide. But Lipstadt's best servic&tie year, we realize that time is against us,

Eichmann Trials she has “rescued” the trial, and by
extension the narrative and legacy of the destmcti
of European Jewry, from Hannah Arendt. For this
she deserves the thanks of scholars, of survivors —
and of everyone else.

and we must make sure to utilize all
means for future remembrance.

A permanent step toward achieving
this important goal can be realized by

Jerome A. Chanes is the author AfDark Side of placing a unique and visible maker

History: Antisemitism Through the Ageand editor on the gravestone of every survivor.

of the forthcomingrhe Future of American Judaisma The most meaningful symbol for

_ _ volume in the Trinity/Columbia University Press series [ this purpose is our Survivor logo,

The H|t_Ier card features a photo of the dl_ctatorrhe Future of American Religion inscribed with the words HOLOCAUST

and a partlall_y obscured_ swa;tlka, the Nazi party : : SURVIVOR. This simple, yet dramatic,

sym“bol,the display of which is illegal in Germany. |5 - oflcjal calls for wire maker will reaflrm our uniqueness
The photo as such could be problematic, but ; : .

in connection with the swastika it de"nitely is,” fee waiver on Holocaust and our place in history for future

generations.

said Antje Gabriels-Gorsolke, chief prosecutor andreparations S fisressive [ATAS AN e

ig'(éléeswoman for Nuremberg state prosecutor?JTA) — Florida’s chief "nancial of'cer called on | is now available for ourchase. It is
The state proseciors ffce became avardsss s, A IO 0 ve rette | cast i sofdl bronze, measuing 517

of the cards because they were on display at the, - - ione 1 inches, and can be attached to new or
International Toy Fair which recently took place in* " wrp o tr:ansfer fee on Holocaust reparation existing tombstones. The cost of each
marker is $125. Additional donations

Nur_err;:berﬁ. dered h q b ., oanmentS essentially amounts to a 10 percent tgx full oted
ey have ordered the cards to be con"scated, "o, -h payment a survivor receives, a signi“carit are gratefully appreciatead.

The handler has, in any case, cleared his stand. | 4o considering that the vast majority rely off L€t us buy the marker now and leave
The card game “Dictator’s Quartet: The world’s these payments to make ends meet,” Jeff Atwate instructions in our wills for its use.
most evil dictators on 32 playing cards” also feature%aid in West Palm Beach. ’ This will enable every one of us to
historical "gures such as Uganda's Idi Amin Dadd a In partnership with the Florida Bankers| leave on this earth visible proof of our
August(_) Pinochet of Ch!le. It d_|y|des dictators into Association and the League of Southeastern Credit miraculous survival and an everlasting
categones_such as fasc!sts, mllltgry rulers a.nd U'%Jnions, Atwater wrote a letter asking the chieff legacy of the Holocaust.
puppets, with each qard !'Stmg their age on SWIOBS oy ecutive of'cers of the "nancial institutions doing
to power, length of time in power, number of VICims p, ,ines in Florida to sign a commitment pledge to

and private income. voluntarily waive the wire transfer or processiagg The cost of each marker is US $125
The game is on sale for 10 euros (about $13.60) .\ 145 0caust-related reparations. including shipping & handling.
The company that makes the game did not The fees range from $10 to $40 per transaction Make checks payable to:

immediately respond to CNN requests for comment.

=

American Gathering

It al K d f . I b Seventeen "nancial institutions with more than and mail to:
q tda S0 makes card games featuring plagues, ugf,SOO branches statewide already have pledged to American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust
and drugs. waive wire transfer fees for Holocaust survivors, Suzr%/ivors a:?ngeir DesScendggts
i 's of" 122 West 30th Street, Suite 205
Rome Holocaust Museum according to Atwater’s of"ce.

New York, NY 10001

About 12,500 Florida Holocaust survivors and Please allow sixty (60) days for delivery.

cont’d from p. 7 . - . .
. . their families receive about $300 to $350 in monthly.
involved—they do not consider themselves as

. . reparation payments.
having collaborated,” he explained. P pay Name

“Thi [ i Address
This ‘museum, which will cover global thousands of Jewish refugees; and its helping Jews;

Holocaust history but will have a special sectio . : .

on Italy, will spegk directly to Italiansp and not 'us'z1by providing false documents, butalso helping Nazigpone

ltalian J’ews " he continued ' J lee to South America after the war. Evidence will Number of Markers
“When 'éhe Nazis aidéd by Italian Fascists be shown regarding traitors, as well as Righteou§Otal Amount Enclosed $

raided the ghetto of Rome on October 16, 194 (;t?ﬂléaeazwho risked their lives to save Jewish fellow

they knew very well what the fate of all the 1,125 . . : : .
depyorted woulc}j/be " he asserted, adding, “We will be The conversion and resignation of Rome’sShoah Museum Foundation—plan to characterize
telling a story that \;viII unfortuna:[ely un\;eil 2 black chief rabbi, Israel Zolli (later known as Eugenio,the new museum as a place for research and work-
heart. but t)rze forma:tion of conter’nporary ItalianPOpe Pius XlI's "rst name), at the height of Naziin progress, particularly for students and teachers.
identi’ty—including that of new immigrants—must persecutions will be addressed, as will the stories dfourses will be organized, and there will be many
incorporate this knowledge.” many other Italian rabbis who, unlike Zolli, stayedtemporary exhibitions and events.

The museumn will be div.ided into three sections " to care for their communities until their bitterend  The mass murder of gypsies, the mentally
archives, a library and a vast video collection Itwill'as martyrs, will also be shown. and physically disabled, homosexuals, political
cost app’roximatel $30 million ' Another section will focus on the ongoing prisoners, Catholics, Jehovah’s Witnesses and others

The section oz Italy promi;ses to draw extremework of Patrick Desbois, a Catholic priest who haswill also be part of the permanent exhibition.
interest, with documentation on the country’s mos ncovered and dug up previously unknown and In addition, there will be events touching on
famous,controversial wartime issues. It will explore idden mass graves in northeastern Europe whetiee Holocaust's relevance to more recent history,
both the positive and negative roles c;f the Vatican—NaZiS murdered over 1.5 million Jews in the towndinking it with knowledge of other genocides and
its proverbial silence during the 1943 deportationsand hamlets of Poland, Ukraine, Belarus, Russia amdcist persecutions such as in North Africa under
contrasted with the opening of its institutions tobther countries. the colonialist powers, Armenia, Biafra, Sudan,

Pezzetti and Leone Paserman—president of theommunist Russia, and China under Mao Zedong.

State _ Zip
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W ILLIAM J LOWENBERG, 2 Holland, he facedelektionselection of inmates for the prosperity of the post-communist years. He saw

execution or slave labor). Young and able bodieda building boom.

he was capable of hard work and he was chosen for As a developer in the company of another
When | heard that William J. Lowenberg hadlabor. No one survived Auschwitz alone, and Lo-developer who saw the opportunities of the future,

died, | recalled the conversation we had had abowtenberg had an older friend who guided him and.owenberg could not escape the rubble of the past.

his last journey to Poland. supported him. He could not invest in Poland’s future or see his
President George W. Bush had appointed himto His friend and he were among the prisoners serdwn future in Poland. On that soil, he could only

represent him at the 65th anniversary of the Warsatvom Auschwitz to clear the rubble of the Warsawperform his task representing his adopted homeland

by DR. MICHAEL BERENBAUM

Ghetto Uprising in April 2008. Ghetto, after the Germans and the president of these United States. And then
As presidential delegates go, responded to the uprising by return home to the land of his freedom, the land of
Lowenberg was a natural choice. burning down the entire ghetto, his rebirth.
A native of Holland, his of"ce building by building, block by He attended the ceremonies and heard the
still has a picture of his hometown block. speeches by the Polish president and prime minister,
synagogue on his wall along with Israeli President Shimon Peres and
his picture with presidents and other representatives from the United
prime ministers, all the signs of States. He was there, but somehow also
his stature and achievement. not there.

Lowenberg was a survivor And yet, on American soil, all
of Auschwitz, and he was vice Lowenberg wanted to talk about was
chairman of the United States the future.
Memorial Council during its He was to attend the gala pre-
most formative years, 1982 to opening of Contemporary Jewish
1993, appointed by President Museum in San Francisco. He was
Ronald Reagan to oversee the upset by the scandals in Israeli politics.
development of the U.S. Holocaust He was concerned about the Iranian
Memorial Museum. Lowenberg and his friend threatto Israel. Survivors have learned to takesiis

It was during this period that had volunteered for the seriously — and promises far more lightly.
funds for the construction of the assignment, hoping — perhaps He was proud of the work that he did with the

Museum were raised, the building was erected andgainst their better judgment — that is was wise t&J.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum and the way it had
the permanent exhibition was created and the museuget out of Auschwitz, gambling that this time theserved the cause of remembrance, the children who
was opened to the public. Germans were not lying to them. They had no ideavere visiting the museum and learning about the pas
“It was the opportunity of a lifetime,” Lowenberg what they were getting themselves into. They would shape the future; they would remember.
said, “an opportunity and an achievement worthy of When he arrived in Warsaw, the ghetto was in It was not easy to return, but it was clear takee

The American Gathering mourns the passing of its Honorary Senior Vice President, William Lowenberg, z”l.

a lifetime.” ruins. Bodies were strewn about, and beneath thdistance he had traveled from the ashes of Auszhwit
The 2008 trip was Lowenberg’s "rst visit to rubble were even more bodies of Jews who had buiéind rubble of the ruined ghetto to a suite high above
Poland since World War II. hiding places and who were asphyxiated by the worl&an Francisco — the distance he had traveled &nd th

Ateenage boy incarcerated in Auschwitz, he hatburning above them. One tries of imagine what alistance the Jewish people had traveled in the 64 1/2
scrupulously avoided setting foot on Polish soil in16-year-old boy faced, and the more one tries, thgears since he had last set foot in Warsaw.
the years since — despite the many pilgrimages thatore one fails.
the S.F.-based Jewish Community Federation and Even Lowenberg could not describe what he sawMichael Berenbaum is the director of the Sigi Zieri
National Jewish leadership had taken, despitezthe ¢ words eluded him but not the sense of astonishmerfgenter for the Study of the Holocaust and Ethics and a
of duty for the Holocaust Memorial Museum. not the sense of loss. professor of Jewish studies at American JewisheéJaity.

He told me, almost casually, that he had beento He had lived through Auschwitz and seen all heiJHeshﬁ'lglOsczvuesrta,iﬂzgfrriarlol\ljjsgﬂ;n%v:;ecr:isgﬁf: with

Warsaw 64 1/2 years ago. had seen. He arrived in Warsaw and had to comb tnﬁilliam Lowenberg on an almost daily basis
Only one steeped in Holocaust history couldruins brick-by-brick, body-by-body. '
understand what he meant. So as he returned to Warsaw in 2008 — reluctantly

Lowenberg was in Auschwitz when the Warsawyet de"antly — he saw the contrast between thesrui
Ghetto rose in rebellion in 1943. Deported fromof his imagination and a city that is thriving amidst

Holocaust survivors win modest pensions involved in the project, he has also trained other
cont'd from p. 9 lawyers how to do this work.
worldwide. Elan Steinberg of the American Gathering ~ Sheehan said he once met a potential applicant
of Jewish Holocaust Survivors estimates that aroung&ho brought one of her friends, another survivath w
120,000 are living in the United States today, withher to the meeting. The "rst client had brought it up
the largest clusters of survivors located in angiad ~ during a card game, Sheehan said, and the second
New York, Miami and Los Angeles. would-be client took note. “She said, ‘Well, gee,
Forer-Dehrey said that JFS, which has beefaybe I'll show up at the same time, and they’ll take
serving Holocaust survivors for 25 years, is nowme.’And we did, naturally,” Sheehan said.

attracting a new batch of clients. “There’s a whole ~ Each ZRBG pension means something different—
other group that we haven't met, because they fiaverfo €ach survivor. “In some cases, it helps them ngnoving to O’Melveny & Myers to run the "rm’s

needed our services, that are now walking throughave to choose between buying food and "lling theimational pro-bono program, said that the lawyers he
our doors,” she said. prescriptions,” Kobulnick said. “In other cases, itspeaks with — Jewish and non-Jewish — are just as
Though most survivors are learing about théelps them provide a gift for a grandchild.” enthusiastic about their experiences working vien t
ZRBG pensions from organizations like JFS, the The clients are understandably grateful. “I getHolocaust-survivor clients.
word is spreading in other ways. Jerry Sheehan is af@ry nice letters, phone calls and voicemail messag ~ “The responses | have gotten from the lawyers
attorney in the New York of"ce of Manatt, Phelps & from clients quite regularly when they get thesewho have taken on clients in this project have almost
Phillips who specializes in insurance regulation andiesults,” Kobulnick said. unanimously been to the effect that this is the most
has personally "led a large number — in the *high ~ But the lawyers are appreciative as well. Davidemotionally rewarding and compelling thing thagthe
20s” — of ZRBG app”cationsl Like many of those Lash, who ran Bet Tzedek for nine years befor&ave done as |aWyel’S," Lash said.
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He was born in all so proud of my father. No one made a headboard

the very small town of more beautiful and stronger than he.

Wiskitki, Poland, one of Abe had a generous heart—always giving

eight children living in headboards away to those who didn’'t have the

a two-room apartment. money and always supported Jewish and non Jewish

Sam survived the Warsaw organizations generously his whole life.

Ghetto, the concentration Abe’s favorite thing to do was walking. He walked

camps Majdanek, Radom, everyday in Florida and was even photographed by

Budzin, and Vaihingen the St. Petersburg newspaper as he walked early in

der Enz, numerous slave the morning at the mall. The most important lesson
GERDA BERGER labor gangs, and one death My father taught me was how to love his childreth an
Gerda Berger née Awin, march. Like all survivors, he endured extraordinangrandchildren. My father worked so hard and saved
was borninVienna, Austria hardships and great suffering, heartbreaking tale§® much so he could give my sister and | a better life

on February 16, 1930. She \hich he shared with his children and grandchildrenthan he had.
was one of the many Jewish pyt which always ended with his survival. Stricken

Holocaust survivors who - ith typhus at the end of the war, Sam was liberated MARILYN HENRY
sought refuge in Shanghai, py the French Army on April 8, 1945, the only By Michael Berenbaum
China in 1939 where she gnivor of his entire family. and Jeanette Friedman
met and married Ernest (Ernst) Berger. She was the g5 spent the immediate postwar years in the Marilyn Henry was the
only sister of her older brother, Leo Awin, and theDispIaced Persons camp in Stuttgart, Germany. quintessential old-school
daughter of Ignatz and Helene Awin, who operated gyqtained a few days before Rosh Hashanah for girl reporter — more
well known soup kitchen in the Jewish Hongkewarea‘.”ega”y selling cigarettes, Sam promised the Hildy Johnson inHis
In 1947, Gerda immigrated to the U.S. and liveda iy ican jail of'cer that, if released for the High Girl Friday than Brenda
In San Francisco, Pittsburgh and New York beforg,jiyaus he would return after to "Il out his sence. Starr. Her laser-sharp
she settled in St. Louis. She raised four children t_‘then Sam dutifully presented himself at the jail brain could cut through

be people of whom she was very proud. She lived igo vom Kippur, the American of'cer laughed in the most complex philosophical, "nancial, legal,
her home in University City for "fty-two years and ;1\ e ment and insisted that Sam tell the story dgligious and arcane data to get to the hearstiry.
paid for it through a lot of hard work. his experiences to the other Americans working irf1€r two masterworks weriwice Stolenan almost-
Like so many elderly Shoah Survivors, she, camp. From then on he worked for the Americapnished book project, aborted by her death, about
worked very long hours to make ends meet until she my as 2 liaison to the Jewish community looted art from the Holocaust era, aBdnfronting
retired at the age of 72. She was independent and Sam met Celia Henick. a survivor from Lodz. the Perpetrators: A History of the Claims Confergnc
would never accept more money from her family, | "0 walking down the street in Stuttgarj[WhiCh tells about the organization responsible for
and children than was considered appropriate for .t 'L \oof0r America Sam's friends threvi€dotiations and allocations of restituted funds and

a Chanukah or birthday present. Every day, shg, ., “engagement party” in which Celia promised"OPe-
modeled not only the independence that meant S0 . ¢ i =" A faw months later. on Labor Day  Henry died of cancer on March 1, four days shy of
much to her, but also resourcefulness, gratitud '946. Sam arri.ved at Pier 34 in Ne\;v York. Sam an&uming 58. She was smart and deep, and no naif. She
strength, courage, perseverance, generosity, 8 giving, . '\ o oo 00 Novernber 29. 1947, the veryas feisty enough to hold her own with Secretary of
spirit and a strong Old Country, Jewish sensibility. day that the United Nations voted to create State Hillary Rodham Clinton, or to work with then

Gerda Berger contributed "nancially to all good 3. .. 't in Palestine—an event that precipitatdjanhattan District Attorney Robert Morgenthau, who
causes that solicited her support. She was a boag] . lifelong commitment to Zionism and IsraeliPraised her upon her death as “a remarkable person
member and integral part of merging the historic hilanthropic causes and a great reporter.”

synagogue Beth HaMedrosh Hagodal with Sha'arel In 1948 Sam purchased a small delicatessen HENTy also served as rebbitzen of the synagogue

Chesed to become Beth HaMedrosh Hagodol Sha arglgainst the advice of his broker, who worried 8 of_ he_r husband, Rabbi Shammai Engelmayer, in
Chesed Shul aka U. City Shul. tCI|ffS|de Park, N.J.

Gerda Berger touched more people’s lives thaWOUld lose all of his life’'s savings. Sam replied tha

: : . he had already lost his whole family and if he loses
even her family realized. From her neighbors to he{he money, he will simply start all over again. Thef L
children’s and grandchildren’s friends, people were’ . "~ big success, slowly expandiné o fOIErUGENE ANDA o _
affected by her. She was so unique. _ , ) ugene Landa, 91, of Springfield, N.J., died on
Gerda Berger died on October 5, 2010. storesin Manhg_ttan. He _served (_)rdlnary New Yorkerssunday, March 13, 2011.

' famous celebrities, and international diplomatsd- a A Holocaust survivor and immigrant to the
even struck up a friendship with Abba Eban, who hagnited States, Landa was born in Romania, thetiourt
EvAa PECHTNER BLATT  breakfast in the deli every morning when he servegnd youngest child of a traditional Jewish family. He
Eva Pechtner Blatt, was born as Israel's ambassador to the United Nations. The 38as educated in both religious and secular studies
in Lwow, Poland, November years Sam spent in the deli business, he later saigihd received a master’s degree in agriculture and

20, 1920, and died, just two were “my sweet struggle.” animal husbandry.
days before her 9irthday, At the age of 20 Mr. Landa was taken to serve in
November 18, 2010. During  ApraHAM CHAIM GLASS various forced labor camps and then on the Russian

the war years, Eva struggled Apraham Chaim Glass passed away on Nov 18&ront. In 1944 he returned only to be deported
in Russia where she endured 2010 in Dallas, TX. He was born in Kielce, Polandwith his family. While in the concentration camps
and survived many hardships. on July 6, 1923. At 16 years of age he was taken bye worked endlessly to ease the life of many other
She emerged as the solethe Germans to the labor camps. He was in severatisoners. Although most of his family perished in
survivor of her family. concen-tration camps, including Auschwitz. A19070the Holocaust, he was able to bring his father home
After the war, Eva went to France and lived thergyas the number tattooed on his arm as a reminder tif Romania.
for six years; in 1951 she came to America. Eva Wilhjs |oss. He lost his entire family in the war. His loss ~ Landa married Miriam Katz in 1952 and they
always be remembered for her strength,courag@qunted him his entire life. had a son, Peter. They were able to leave Romania
wisdom and love of family. She was a wonderful Byt his life changed the day he met the loveand immigrate to the United States, where they had
mother, grandmother arglibbato her Danielle. of his life, Masha Melnik. They met as orphans intheir second child, Annie. Eugene and Miriam raised
Italy and would begin their new life together onboth children in the U.S., where they rebuilt their
SAMUEL FELDMAN November 27, 1946. They had two daughters anlives and families. Throughout his life he was active
Samuel Feldman of Bayside, New York, survivor,arrived in America in 1951. Abe started his ownin many Jewish organizations, especially the B’nai
beloved father and honored grandfather and greagreadboard manufacturing business with Masha i#ion of New York.
grandfather, passed away in Hallandale, Florida, om962 in Cleveland, Ohio. He won an award fromStar Ledger

February 27, 2011, age 91. Serta Matress as Best Supplier of the year. We were
cont'd on p. 21
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HENRY MARKSTEI_N ‘| learned never to lose faith’
Henry Markstein, cont'd from p. 11

from Parklands,
Northampton, who 'ed
Austria with his family

He moved to Raleigh in North Caroling,
where he had a family of his own. He made it his
mission to visit schools and community groups to

aged_ Just thr_ee during talk about his experiences and co-wrote a baok,

the rise of Hitler, died Chosen for Destruction: The Story of a Holocalist

aged 75 at home with SUrien

his family on April 7. His seven children, 18 grandchildren and tjvo
The Chroniclehas great-grandchildren all gathered for the spegial

previously reported the incredible story of |Verhey married within a matter of weeks and soofr

Markstein and his family’s journey to England to P€9an the Tuchman family.
escape the Holocaust shortly before the outbreak of D0iNg business around the world opened th
World War Two. He recalled the story of how hisd00rs to many opportunities and Herschel steppg o e give up. You are the future of the greafest
father "rst led to Czechoslovakia crawling on his "19ht in, establishing himself as one of the mos| .o 4 in the world. It's in your hands, and ybu
hands and knees before a short while later summonirfUccessful watch importers in America. At the sam{ 5t make sure this never happens again, notjonly
his son and wife, who were also able to crossdllgg ~ {ime, he never forgot his roots and raised a famil} 5 jewish people, but any other people on eafth.’

dinner.
He told: ‘Everything you do in life should
be done right. | also learned never to lose fdith,

The family then sought sanctuary in England via ai & Jewish lifestyle that was true to Nishus,the He told CNN: “My little granddaughtef
af"davit, which was hard to come by, and settled irflistinguished heritage of his family’s rabbinical| mentioned to me last week, ‘'m so grateful that
Northampton where Mr Markstein’s father was postedinéage. you are here, because if wasn't for you | wouldn’t
in the British Army. His book, The Hands of Timeas the story of be born.’

In an interview to mark Holocaust Memorial Mindel and Herschel as told by a father to higcan “She’s only eight years old; it's just amazing.”

Day last year, Mr Markstein said: “The Holocaustand grandchildren. It is also Herschel's legacy.

was carried out by a people who were looked u :

to for their culture. The moral is hate the Germans’ilr?tl,gnfsm?nopnf:rence every sing!e day living under these conditions &hou

grandfathers and great-grandfathers for what titgy d ) _ _ be recognized.

and never ever forget it. You do not forgive it — but ~ The Claims Conference obtained increased  Greg Schneider, Claims Conference Executive

do not tar the present generation with the samghbru PAYMENLS in its two pension programs for survivorsyice President, took German government of"cials

“Holocaust Memorial Day is not going to bring AS Of April 1, the Article 2 Fund monthly payments to visit Holocaust victims in Brooklyn, New York

six million people back to life but it will always be Wil increase from €291 to €300, for a total yearly pefore the recent negotiations.

an example of racism, hatred and the capability gfnnual increase of €5.5 million in payments  The Claims Conference obtained Article 2 Fund

man’s inhuman action to man.” (approximately $7.8 million annually). The Central pensions for approximately 100 survivors who

Northampton Chronicle and Eastern European Fund monthly paymentgad previously been ineligible because they had
will increase from €240 to €260, for a total annualalready received more than DM35,000 in German
increase in payments of €2.8 million (approximatelygovernment compensation payments in the 1950s

IIEEt;HFIIi ROnSEl:I:BﬁR;ENR ich). died April 20 2009$3-9 million). and 60s. The Claims Conference negotiated for these
el Rosengarten (nee Reich), died April 20, *In total, the Claims Conference obtained ampayments because the persecution suffered by thest

She was born in Berlin, Germany. After her marrjage, qjtiona| €8.3 million (approximately $11.7 mitip  survivors was generally extremely severe but they

_she_moved to Kasse_l, Germ.any. They lived in hIdTn annual pension payments. were excluded from lifetime pensions.

ing in Brussels, Belgium during World War 1. She, The criteria for Article 2 and CEEF payments Several open issues were referred to a joint

her husband and eldest daughter were all Holocaugf,renyy stipulate that incarceration in a ghettogerman government and Claims Conference working
survivors. In 1949, they immigrated to New York . 1 haye been for at least 18 months in order t§roup whose mandate is to make recommendations
City where they lived for 40 years before movingyeey eligibility requirements for payment. In thefor the next negotiating session, which Germany

to Highland Park, New Jersey. Her husband Ulrichegotiations, the German government agreed tagreed would be convened in November 2011.

died in 1974. review on an individual case by case basis the claims  The Claims Conference negotiating delegation

from survivors who were in a ghetto for less than 1&omprises Special Negotiator Amb. Stuart Eizenstat;

should not have to prove 18 months persecution as

HERBERT months to determine if, when reviewing the totalityHolocaust survivor leaders Roman Kent, Ben
HERSCHEL of their persecution and other factors, they are cas@selfgott, Noach Flug, and Marian Turski; Rabbi
TUCHMAN of special hardship. Andrew Baker and Amb. Reuven Merhav; and Claims
Born in Stropkov, The Claims Conference stated that Nazi victimsConference Executive Vice President Greg Schneider

Slovakia, Herbert who survived in permanent fear of death in a ghettend Special Consultant Saul Kagan.
Herschel Tuchman, a

watchmaker by trade, SS man who arrested Anne with four other Jews starting in 1942. Operating

lived the stereqtypigal Frank Worked fOf BND after Zr&;ut;tp—logfz‘lss of"cers raided their secret annex in
of the shtetluntil it was shgtf[tehrzgloéy\]s/\\;\cl)lflz I\I/]:er the war Afn ne Flr3ank wa; slent o AUSChWi.tZ before r;:
: . HE SS OFFICER responsible for the arrest ofransfer to Bergen-Belsen concentration camp. She
e e i el e St i on o many s Sy e of e, a0 15, 1 Ml 1545, o
¥, manag P Ded 8ermany's Bundesnachrichtendienst (BND) foreigrbefore the war ended.
an odyssey that_ took him from town to town in hlsintelligence agency after World War IFocus The strong network of former SS of'cers in
quest to stay alive. In one of those towns he met g . 1 renorted. Germany's foreign intelligence agency is the subject
beautiful girl, Mindel Magid, and they fell in love. The magazine said Karl Josef Silberbauenf anew book by Koch, titleBnttarnt
Though they were separated by war—Mindel and, 4o a5 a condential informant and recruiter for ~ According to his research, up to 200 former
her famlly managed to escape tq Mandate Palestl_qﬁe BND, according to evidence found by Hamburgemployees of Adolf Hitler's Reichssicherheits-
amere six weeks before the Nazis invaded Romanidy, hajist and author Peter-Ferdinand Koch in UShauptamt (RSHA), the main Reich security of'ce,
their love sustained them through Herschel's darkegf,.hives. worked for the BND, based near Munich in Pullach,
hours. Silberbauer was a feared interrogation specialisat one time or another.

With the war "nally ended, Herschel and those ofyho spent years working as an informant for the Members of the SS Totenkopfverbéande, the
his extended family who survived pulled themselve?foreign intelligence agency. Earlier, he workedunits charged with running the Nazi concentration
together. Herschel did the only thing he could: Heor the Organisation Gehlen, a forerunner of thecamps, also reportedly worked for the foreign
took up his father’s watch business.When he builgND. During the war, he held the rank of SS-intelligence agency.

a respectable nest egg, he caught the "rst availab{gperscharfiihrer.

light to Palestine to reunite with his beloved M. Anne Frank and her family went into hiding The Local/arp
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FROM ALL- my father’s sister, Adel Wolovits Biedermann, frontesti"ed to this matter, and also that an addaion
GENERATIONS Kishvarda, Hungary, was deported to Auschwitz.gerson named Janek Goldberger escaped, never to b

Inc believe she was deported straight from Kishvardageen again.

Auschwitz.
From KatHARINE GorsucH Artistic and Creative
SERENA WOOLR|CH, From WaLerian Domanski, a Survivor in Rochester Director, The Foundation for Holocaust Education
PRESIDENT AND FOUNDER Hills, MI: Projects, in Hollywood, FL:
PLEASE SEND RELEVANT RESPONSES TO: | am searching for Mariette Birencwajg (b. 12-INewly recovered records indicate that Berek
allgenerations@aol.com 1938 in Brussels, Belgium) and Fryda Birencwajg (heitenberg (Burl/Berl/Bertran/(Lajtenberg) survived.

, 2-10- 1942 in Brussels, Belgium), daughters of Alda 1939, he and his family lived in Bedzin, Poland:
From LaRRY WAYNE (LuTek WEINTRAUB), & SUIVIVOT  Birencwajg, my cousin. He was the son of Joseph dnié wife, Gitla (Estrailer) and children, Brindl,
In Boca Raton, FL: Estera Bialowas born in the city of Tomashow, PolanSamek, Yosef, and Ksyl Jecheskel (Hebrew name
I am originally from Lodz, Poland. We had the mogie probably emigrated from Belgium between 193Ceyed Yechezkel) who also survived, immigrated to
Survivors from the Holocaust, but | have heard 1951 to France, the USA or Brazil. In my handsrael. Kys| Jecheskel looked for years, but evaiju
practically nothing from them. | was liberated frony 5 |etter from 12-11-1948 from him to my fathewith no information found, he presumed Berek
Buchenwald on April 11th. I think there are a ot Qfforming him that soon he is leaving Belgium angerished. He “stopped looking or gave up,” and at

Survivors from Lodz in Aligenerations and | wouldyj| meet his sister in the USA. his age we feel it is our responsibility to look for him.
like very much to hear from somebody. Berek Leitenburg (Lajtenberg) was in Bad Worishofen
Please contact me at: lbwmbw@aol.com. From Maor (ReET.) MaRceL Hance, in Lanester, DP Camp (outside Munich) in 1947. He went to lsrae

) France: in December 1938 or January 1939 (the Jewish Agency
From HeLene ALALoUF, & 2g in Yonkers, NY: | am seeking Holocaust Survivors who were helped Palestine con"rms this).A female “Leitenberg”

| just discovered from the USHMM that my motherwag, evade persecution in France by my late fathsigned immediately after his name, perhaps sugggsti
in the Lodz Ghetto. Unfortunately we lost our mothgteorges Hance, who warned them of imminent arrestvife? We understand that he resided in Pardes
last year. | _wo_uld appreciate hearing from anyonpg provided them with false identi"cation papers. MZhana, Israel. We believe that around 1956 he came
to learn of life in the ghetto as mom never spoke fjiher was not Jewish, but as a civilian police of'céo the US, but we have no further information. We
it to me. My mother was: Chaja (Chajka) Szmify the town of Toul in eastern France (Muerthe-gtnow his birth date was on or about March 15, 1901
born 11/17/1924 in Pabianice, Poland. Her parefjgselle region), he stole old of'cial stamps to makand that he was likely born in Polzne, which today is
were: Bernard Szmit and Hendele Pazanowski. Hgjse documents in order to help, in clandestine woiolczyn-Jdroj, near the town of Szczecin or in Siaw
siblings were: Monic (Manyek), lIsrael (Salik), ande\s, as well as socialists, communists, free masanear Szczekociny). It is not likely that Berek would
Bella. | can be reached at: HAlalouf@aol.com.  anqg escaped prisoners-of-war in places such as beealive today, but we hope a new family was created

_ o nearby camp of Ecrouves, to escape in the directiammd Berek would have children who could meet Kysl|
From PweL SvoLenski, a journalist in Warsaw, of what was called the “Zone Libre.” His clandestindecheskel and share life, stories, etc. FHEP e-mail:
Poland: _ _ ~work resulted in his arrest and deportation in 1942; helocausteducationprojects@gmail.com
| 'am a journalist for th&sazeta Wyborczan \yas arrested by the Abwehr and given to the Gestapo.
Warsaw, Poland, the largest newspaper in Polagd yas harshly treated—he was treatedNiglat and From Max Herzew, a Survivor in Birmingham, AL:
(which 1 also founded); before that | was withog (Nacht und Nebgbprisoner. | was a 4-5 year old am searching for information about the Herzl family
the underground independent press.| am looking {96y when he was arrested, the 8th of October 1342.from Stanislawow (previously in Poland) which isno
any information (and perhaps photos) for an articlg)hrely survived the ordeal of several camps. He canadled Ivand-Frankivsk, in the Ukraine. | am looking
am writing about Rachela Jablonka, who survivegh | gjive in 1945 (weighing around 66 pounds) afior my father, Oscar Herzel's, brothers, sister and
the Holocaust in the village of Ryczolek (Ritszolek}jieq among his family in 1993. | am 93 years old afidmilies. They all remained in Stanislawow during
near Kaluszyn and Minsk Mazowiecki, Poland. SRfie purpose of my search is to complete the storyWWil. We have not found any trace of them due to
was killed by Tadeusz Mroczek (who had help&gdy tather (published in French at: http://www.ajprthe fact we only know that their last name is spelled,
her during the war) in November 1946 (somethingq/personne-Georges-Hance-1910.html)) to keep Hiterzl” (my father’s name got changed to “Herzel”
similar to “Othello” but in the atmosphere of postwahemory for my descendants. when he moved to Belgium). My father died in
Pohsh-Jeywsh relgtlons). If anyone in Allgenerations Buchenwald in February 1945. He was sent there from
has any information or knowledge about Racheffom jkos MarienreLp in Berlin, Germany: Auschwitz where he must have spent about two years.
Jablonka, and is willing to share it, please contact fig are taking a history course in Berlin, Germaniie was sent to the Bolzano camp in Italy when trying
via e-mail at: pawel.smolenski@agora.pl. and we want to build ten “Stolpersteine” (“Stumblingp escape.

o Blocks”). These are small brass stones that are

From Thomas (Tom) VENETIANER, @ SUrVivor in Sa0 empedded in pavement. They are laid down From Kae KnichT, a 2g and chairperson of the
Paulo, Brazil: N memory of Jews who were killed. We are looking fapeakers’ bureau for The Phoenix Holocaust Sursivor
For over four years | have been writing a book abaformation about the Zellner family who were kille Association, in Phoenix, Arizona:
the Holocaust in Slovakia, which will be completgerty zeliner; Ellice Zeliner; Gittel Zellner. | am interested in "nding the sister of my aunt who
with illustrations. Its provisionary title iGenocide in was deported from Krakow, Poland; we suspected
Slovakia: An lllustrated Chronicle of the Holocaust From Navcy Fox, a "Immaker in Nashville, Tennesseethat she may have been sent to Treblinka. Her name
Slovak Territory | am planning to include testimonie§ am searching for any Holocaust Survivor, whwas Ida Elbinger.
of Holocaust Survivors who spent those dreadfuls/eqed in the village of Uszew (Ushef), Poland, to
in the Sl_ovak territory (not' including the part that ha{éstify to Yad Vashem on behalf of a Polish Cathollerom Mever LacHman, A Survivor in New York:
been seized by Hungary in November 1938). Thisyissigent of Uszew named Aldabert Wojciech Kotwid/e are searching for information about the Lachman
the reason why | am sending you this request. If theeyt"sa), who is being considered for the “Righteouamily. My father's name was Avroham Lachman
are Survivors (or if you know know of a Survivorjsentile” designation. The village of Uszew is part gind my mother’s name was Miriam (Gold) Lachman,
in Allgenerations willing to write a brief narraév the town of Gnojnik in Brzesko County, Poland. Muoriginally from Drzewica, Poland (moved to Warsaw).

about his or her ordeal, | would be very interested jihyis risked his life by hiding seven Brothers’ names were Moshe and
hearing from them. Also, if there are 2g’s and 3g%fwish members of the Federgrun Nachman; and sisters were Gittel
who perhaps are in possession of such testimoniggy Goldberger families. He hid and Yocheved.
from their deceased parents or grandparents, andigt&n on his farm for four years from
willing to share them with me, | would appreciate §941-1944. In 1944 the 78 year -old From Esia BARAN FRIEDMAN, a
very much. _ _ Mr. Kotwis was caught and killed by Survivor in West Hartford, CT:
Please contact me via e-mail at: TOM.VENE@BOl\german gendarmes, as were six of | am looking for Selma Gans, who
COM.BR the Jews he was hiding. They were was a young girl with me in the
_ Pinkas Federgrun, Chaskel and Toni Bindermichael DP camp in Vienna,
From Gu. WoLovits Hochman, @ 2g in New Jersey: goldberger and their three children. Austria. She left me her address in
I wanted to know how | could "nd out the date that,.a1 pPolish residents of Uszew Chicago.
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An Urgent

Appeal
to Our
Readers

Dear Friends, like the Jewish Board of Family Services, Self-Help and Blue Card;
- Advocated our cause in newspapers and on television, with more than
The American Gathering is your organization, anddozen columns and hundreds of articles since the beginning of 2010;
your generous contributions help us to carry out our - Through direct intervention with state of"cials in Maryland, brought about
unique mission. the legal end of the infamous and bogus sale of so-called “Holocaust Torah:
As you know, for the past 27 years, the Americarthat were fraudulently claimed to have been found and rescued from that perio
Gathering, the largest umbrella organization of - Promoted Holocaust education, with the participation of Yad Vashem, the
survivors, has been at the forefront of all issuedJnited States Holocaust Memorial Museum, and the new museum at Berge
pertaining to survivors and their families. This pastBelsen, through our Summer Seminar Program on ldogi@nd Jewish Resistance
year has been no exception despite th¢hat takes American teachers to Poland, Germany, Israel and Washington to gi
challenges of extraordinary dif"culties them a personal appreciation of the Holocaust;
and confrontations. - Worked with the U.S. Justice Department in the search for and prosecutic
If you can, please consider of Nazi criminals, culminating in a special Justice Department Human Right:
increasing your contribution to relect Award recognizing our efforts;

the increased needs of our community. - Brought members of the second and third genestagether with survivors
If you did not yet send in your annual to strengthen our legacy and the lessons of Holocaust remembrance;
contribution, please consider doingsoat - Promoted the search for “lost survivors” sougftrelatives friends, in

whatever amount you are comfortable cooperation with All-Generations, Inc., under the leadership of our regional vict
with. As described below, contributors president, Serena Woolrich;
of $500 or more will be acknowledged - Continued the solemn observance of Yom Hashoaloceust Remembrance
and listed in our newspaper, Together.Day, with the largest annual commemoration in the United States, in associatic
As survivors and their families, with New York City’s Museum of Jewish Heritage - A Living Memorial to the
we are painfully aware of the toll Holocaust;
that the bleak economy has taken on - Maintained and updated the Benjamin and Vladka Meed Registry of Jewis
our available resources. NeverthelessHolocaust Survivors which now includes the records of over 185,000 survivor
we are determined to continue our work. Weand their families who carne to North America after World War II;
know that together, with thanks to your generous - Disseminated Holocaust-related news and othersitef interest to the
contribution, we will be able to insure that our "ght survivor community on our website, www.americangathering.org.
for remembrance will live on. With your generous
support and that of the more than 80,000 survivor In order to continue these important efforts, the American Gathering need
families who make up our organization, we will your ongoing "nancial commitment and support, NOW more than ever. We, toc
be able to continue our critical work in the comingare facing tremendous fundraising challenges but we are con"dent that we c:

year and build on ou count on you, our Survivor family, to help us continue
past accomplishments. The | to make the difference we do.

This past year aloneg American If you can increase your contribution please carsid
we have: ; doing so. If you can't, please know that any amount you

-Continued to represer Gathe“ng are able to contribute will be greatly appreciated.
survivors’ interests a now accepts With your ongoing support comes a yearly
diplomatic conference Visa, subscription toTogether,the largest publication
and negotiations in Europ in its field that reaches more than 80,000 survivor
and Washington to secult Masterqard, families, and which features news, opinions, notices of
and increase reparatior American | commemorations and other events, book reviews,
and resti-tution for Express, and | searches, historical articles and personal reminiscences

those victimized by Naz ; - In addition, those who are able to contribute $500
persecution and plunde DlsEeEr by phone and in person or more will be acknowledged and listed in Together as

Of particu-lar note wa for your convenience. Benefactors, Patrons or Guardians (see the enatased
our success in pressif (212) 239-4230| for the levels for each of these categories).
Germany to obtail As we continue to raise our voices to defend the
$77 million dollars for dignity and address the needs of Holocaust sursjwves
homecare and social services in 2010; turn to you at this time of introspection and negibnings to ask for your support

- Fought those who would deny the evils of thefor our ongoing efforts. Your generous, tax-exempt (U.S.) contribution to the
Holocaust, both here and abroad. American Gathering will help us greatly in our continued activities.

- Ensured that survi-vors receive proper care and We thank you in advance for your generosity, and wish you and your familie:
assistance through our work with social agenciea restful, peaceful, healthy and safe summer.

_________________________________ -
_ | Name: |
Please make a meaningful,| |
tax deductible : Address: :

contribution payable to the | — .

) i | City: State: Zip: Phone: |
®American Gathering?® | Y P |
Thank you. : g Mastercardy Visaq American Expresg DiscoverAmount: :
I I
L e e o — -
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